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our student enrollment, retention and graduation rates,
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SSU Student Affairs named as “Most
Promising Place to Work” - again

SSU accolades: top rankings by Forbes, Princeton
Review and U.S. News and World Report
Additional categories included

Education. SSU is one of 27 colleges

the magazine’s March edition.

and to create a community that is

“These rankings
validate all the hard
work of our faculty,
staff and students.”
— Judy K. Sakaki
SSU President

is a special place, and we are thrilled
residential education, counseling,

College Personnel Association’s

Report’s list of “Top Public Schools”
in the Western Region for 2019-20.

Top Colleges” for 2019.

“America’s

“Best Colleges for Your Money.”

its “Best 385 Colleges” list for 2020
the “Best Western” colleges for the
second time.
to No. 14 on U.S. News and World

all that we do and all that we are,” said
Sonoma State President Judy K. Sakaki.

assessment, training and campus
and community engagement.
organizational structure, workplace

When Yatziry Galvan

an undocumented student,” said

DACA recipient transferred to Sonoma
State in the fall of 2017 after three
years at Napa Valley College where
she supported her family by working
multiple jobs on the side.

stage, I got to see the pride in my

BRIEFS

“...Walking across
the stage, I got to
see the pride in my
parents’ faces, and
it was the most
incredible thing...”
— Yatziry Galvan
B.S., Business Administration, 2019

4

Sonoma State purchased the Petaluma
challenging rental market.” She and

Sonoma State President Judy K. Sakaki

those who come to Sonoma County

the university’s new Marina Crossing
Apartments in Petaluma

ushering those in attendance to come

housing market in Sonoma County,”

trying to settle into a new work
will go a long way to help us maintain

BRIEFS

First recipient of TheDream.US Scholarship graduates

SSU opens
housing complex
just for faculty
and staff

Sonoma State, praised the housing

campus, is within walking distance

student housing. And as the year
important that commitment was.”
President Sakaki, who lost her Santa

Insights Spring 2020
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“It’s incredible to
think that something
that I put my hands
and heart on is
now in space.”

EdgeCube satellite orbiting Earth,
transmitting data to Student Center
has landed among the stars once

multiple awards at the annual National
Model
U.N. students recently took home
The

State’s team this year was its largest

Many Sonoma State students were

New York City in April. Sonoma

Station

collect data on vegetation health
in ecosystems around the globe.

“EdgeCube” satellite

— Jesus Gonzalez
Electrical Engineering, 2021

Model U.N. named
Outstanding Delegation
at national conference

worked tirelessly to make this happen.”

antennas atop the Student Center at

rocket to the International Space

CSU honors
master’s student
outstanding
achievements
Middle East compound. Tercero
years in the military, was among

The Federated Indians of Graton
Rancheria have agreed to make a
$2.85 million gift to Sonoma State
improve and expand
environmental education at the

Anthony Tercero, who
is working on his master’s degree

BRIEFS

Sonoma Mountain. The upgrades

say the area was once used as a
seasonal hunting and gathering ground
pursuit of achieving their academic
goals. Tercero was awarded the Wells

destroyed in the San Bruno gas pipeline

“I am very grateful
for the connections
and people I
have met while
striving to obtain
this award.”

BRIEFS

Major upgrade for Osborn Preserve

— Anthony Tercero
Biology master’s candidate
“Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria
Preserve,”
6

history and connection with the land.”
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Cruz. "They are not only keystone

range, according to the study.

Jessica Saavedra

Study finds California
could triple southern
sea otter population

The southern sea otter was widely

by Paul Gullixson

Southern sea otters were once abundant in California estuaries, including
San Francisco Bay, and with some help could thrive there again.

The researchers
concluded that the
San Francisco Bay
could support about
6,600 sea otters,
more than twice the
current estimated
population of 3,000.

really can’t get past the gauntlet.”

researcher in a new study concluding

more than twice the current estimated

the rugged Big Sur shoreline. Thanks
Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine
Bay Aquarium, Hakai Institute, San

Sonoma State and lead researcher
PeerJ: the
Journal of Life and Environmental
Sciences

shows that southern sea otters were

W ELCOME B ACK , OT T ER S

researchers, current southern sea

made while these populations were
in sharp decline. Now that they are

population persisted,” they concluded

and cosmopolitan they really are.”

To read the study, go to PeerJ — the
Journal of Life and Environmental
Sciences

W ELCOME B ACK , OT T ER S

truly help the endangered species

Elkhorn Slough in Monterey
Bay is home to a distinct

in the thousands in this estuary prior
Ron Eby

sciences and medicine.
Paul Gullixson is Associate Vice President of
Strategic Communications at SSU. He can be
reached at paul.gullixson@sonoma.edu

species status,” said Brent Hughes,

8

is Elkhorn Slough at Moss Landing
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An Inside Look at the Hardware
and center. That setup included an

user interaction in what is known as

and handheld controllers, and a large

The HoloLens tracks where a user is

The interdisciplinary team included

mouse or pinch-zoom motions.
completely immerses the user in the
program. Since they can’t see or hear

Understanding New Realities
Beyond books: Using virtual reality in the
classroom to explore conceptual ideas

By Nicolas Grizzle, ‘06

Illustration by Robbie Geiss, ’15

the workstation that keep users

called augmented reality, which allows
users to see and interact with layers
their actual surroundings. The popular

Earth and sun at the same time with

to Astronomy GE class, which
UNDER S TA NDING NE W RE A L I T IE S

semester. Students schedule time

— Sara Kassis
Professor of Engineering Science

reality in their curricula, including large

New HomeSpun Apps

presented its app at the International
Symposium on Academic Makerspaces

the hardware. So Kassis put together
train our students to hit the ground
running [in this industry] once

semester the technology’s use was
science and Spanish courses.

that can crop up in a large lecture class

UNDER S TA NDING NE W RE A L I T IE S

sun at the same time,” says Sonoma

“Students get
really excited
[about Virtual
Reality] because
it’s a world they
would have never
otherwise gone to.”

characters placed in real surroundings
as seen through a smartphone camera.

on the educational content, and one

they control their learning with, then

Sara Kassis demonstrates the HoloLens. Her students
app in his introduction to astronomy class.

10
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New
faculty
strengthen
SSU
Ph.D., Physics — UC Santa Barbara
Department: Physics

Ph.D., Criminology, Law & Society
— University of California, Irvine

DAWN CANADY

Ph.D., Curriculum and Instruction —
University of Nevada Las Vegas

Fun: Playing soccer and strategy

Department: Criminology and
Criminal Justice Studies

Department: Curriculum Studies
and Secondary Education

running, cycling and tasting wine

Fun:

Expertise or Creative Activities:
Adolescent literacies, secondary

commitment to our students and
Fun:

GINA BALERIA

Ed.D., Educational Leadership
& Digital Communication — San
Francisco State University

JAMES LEE

Ph.D., Physics — University of Illinois
Department:

Department: Communications
and Media Studies

Expertise or creative activities: Physics
and materials science, specialties in

Expertise or Creative Activities:
Digital media and news literacy, digital

and X-ray interactions with matter

writing, podcasting and radio

Fun:
my cats and walking

NE W FAC ULT Y

“Sonoma State
has hired
a cohort of
talented faculty
who bring a true
commitment to
our students and
our mission.”
— Dr. Lisa Vollendorf
SSU Provost

12

KEVIN NGUYEN

KYLA WALTERS

Ph.D., English Education —
Columbia University

Ph.D., STEM Education —
University of Texas at Austin

Ph.D., Sociology — University
of Massachusetts-Amherst

Ph.D., Cell and Molecular
Biology — Tulane University

Ph.D. — Stanford Graduate
School of Education

Department: English

Department: Hutchins

Department: Sociology

Department: Biology

Department: Early Childhood Studies

Expertise or Creative Activities:
Teaching and learning with young
scholars and leaders and supporting

Fun: Playing and watching soccer,
paddling canoes or kayaks and

Expertise or creative activities:
Education politics, race, gender,

Expertise or Creative Activities:

Expertise or Creative Activities: Early

courageously speak truth to power

Fun:

Fun:

Fun:
listening to hip-hop music, hiking,

weekend camping trips

NE W FAC ULT Y

Fun: Hiking, reading, swing dancing,

childhood and elementary school
Fun:

and are generally together outside.
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Ph.D., Electrical Engineering — Florida
International University, Miami, Fla

Ph.D., Education — University
of California, Berkeley

Department: Business Administration

Department: Engineering Science

Expertise or Creative Activities:
Social entrepreneurship and

Expertise or Creative Activities:
Wireless sensor networks

Department: American
Multicultural Studies
Expertise or Creative Activities:
Black Media Cultures
Fun: Listening to podcasts
Kent Porter

Fun: Writing

The Naval Research Laboratory/ NOAA

Ph.D., Management — National
Institute of Technology, Calicut, India

Ph.D., Clinical Psychology — UCLA
Department: Psychology

NE W FAC ULT Y

Expertise or creative activities:
Clinical psychology, couple
therapy, sociodemographic

Fun:

Ph.D., Language, Literacy, and
Culture — UC Berkeley

Ph.D., Early Childhood Education — The
State University of New York at Buffalo

Department: English

Department: Early Childhood Studies

Expertise or Creative Activities:

Expertise or Creative Activities: Early

discourse, language socialization
and settler colonialism
Fun:

grew up amid hurricanes.

their home and electricity sparked

hurricane, Georges, impacted Puerto
to know how climate change might

early childhood teacher education
Fun:
hiking, cooking and reading

But he recalls Hurricane Hortense

What he and a colleague learned was

climatologist whose specialty is

14

By Guy Kovner

MORE S TORMS X 5

TERESA NGUYEN

SSU scientist ties
strong hurricanes
to climate change

Geophysical Research
Letters, concluded that a warming

Insights Spring 2020
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The study concluded that a
warming climate had made
events like Maria nearly five
times more probable than
they were in the 1950s.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Lisa Ferdinando, U.S. Coast Guard

Tech. Sgt. Larry E. Reid Jr., U.S. Air Force

Hurricane Maria was a monster,

weather stations cited in the study.

Hernández Ayala, monitoring its

(had hit),” Hernández Ayala said.

literally home made an impact, said

that long-term climate trends had

precipitation maps on his computer
monitor, with a diagonal line
tracing the storm’s track across the

MORE S TORMS X 5

Maria unleashed unprecedented

the hurricane season in the area

hurricane, Maria packed wind gusts at

three days, the storm dropped up to

MORE S TORMS X 5

who sometimes commutes to the

The connection is natural, since rising

increasingly likely,” their report said.
Photo and story reprinted by permission
from The Press Democrat

the electrical grid and municipal water

and human-induced climate change.

16
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up in a church that had endless
in the orchestra, Lynne Morrow.’ I

I told my grandmother I wanted to

not to mention a Grammy nomination.

conduct the piece during her time at

Natalie Dolan ‘20

was interested in analytical thinking,
something she said music and science

Candide, Lynne
Morrow spent many hours

Grammy-nominated
voice director retiring
after two decades

American pursuing a career in classical

computer programing until her oldest
daughter was a senior in high school.

Julliard and couldn’t do the work

“I spent my years
as a computer
programmer when I
was young because
being a black woman
conducting just
wasn’t a thing.”
Lynne Morrow
Professor of Music

Theatre Arts and Dance departments.
Although she is retiring, she will still

retirement. Meanwhile, her music and
again this spring as she continued her
direction in the Music department’s
Candide.

students wanting to do multiple

When Morrow is done making
an impact at Sonoma State, she
said she hopes to create her own

American Music and taking that mass

computer programmer when I was
You can reach Katie Beermann at
beermann@sonoma.edu & Nate
Galvan at galvanna@sonoma.edu

By Katie Beermann, ‘15
& Nate Galvan, ‘18

But with her children getting older,
knew that piece cold,” she said.

S WA N SONG

Programs at Sonoma State, it’s hard

S WA N SONG

Bay where she also taught at the

not know the record company had

close is her annual opera music
theater production, which has shown
accomplishments and countless
students whom she has impacted.

musicians to study at Sonoma State.”

to end up landing here,” she said.

around them,” said Morrow.
18

Insights Spring 2020

19

A Deeper
Shade of
Green

SSU Ups
Its Climate
Commitment
By Paul Gullixson

the most rigorous commitment a

inside the Student Center
State President Judy K. Sakaki

partners to heal the planet.

to address climate change through

Moments later she put her signature
to the Presidents’ Climate Leadership
Commitment, a document originally
A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

and chancellors and now administered

and administrators to integrate the

20

— Judy K. Sakaki
SSU President

signature and then raised her hand
said as the room erupted in applause.

and not-so-conspicuous ways.

commencement ceremonies.

on places to install more solar panels

drought-resistant landscaping.

A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

and engage with regional

“The need
to address
climate change
through greater
and more
comprehensive
sustainable
practices is
urgent.”

campus, replacing it with organic

Mike Thompson, and ascertained

Insights Spring 2020
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“The fires, evacuations and power
shutoffs are just another signal as
to why we need to be working so
diligently on these areas of resilience.”
— Judith Ford
Center for Environmental Inquiry, postdoctoral fellow

to date, holding the inaugural meeting

and Craig Dawson, Sonoma State’s

Leading the
charge for change

planned power outages and impacts

make our campus greener and

Sonoma County. It was the second

President Sakaki had announced

strategic plan that included among its

noting that the panel would

and community engagement.”

Achieving carbon neutrality
goals, indicators and tactical plans to
Commitment (see sidebar at left). This
work with culminate in a Climate Action
Integrating sustainability and

A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

Vice President Lopes welcomed the
made clear that they had the support

Collaborating with surrounding
communities and partners

research and long-standing

State’s greenhouse gas emissions and a

said Luke. While acknowledging
that Sonoma State was not among

in seeing those emissions reduced.

Presidents’ Climate Leadership

Campus leaders are quick to note

A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

we agreed to sign onto, and it’s

those same goals, and I think we

change throughout the region.

22
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Sustainability on Campus

Steps to reducing SSU’s carbon footprint
Increased energy efficiencies

Keeping food local

Stevenson Hall remodel

making mechanical and lighting

includes reprogramming controls within

always kept good records or
tracked energy consumption.
But that is changing with the

changes to air controls, temperature
sensors and other systems will allow the

modernize as well as enhance the
originates. The goal is to reduce that

students and others on campus.

automating the controls to link with the

Insights.)

New Solar Panels
greenhouse gas emissions. Dawson

which, under the commitment, needs

additional panel installations. Most

that are somewhat esoteric on a

Dawson with new EV chargers at the Student Center.

Soto said his class is also hoping

to calculate. These so-called Scope

Food waste reduction

Removal of lawn

Recycling and composting
Sonoma State employees and students

each day, and those products, which

A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

around campus. One such stretch
priorities and messaging to those

drought-tolerant plants,” said Dawson
is working hard to reduce it.

President Judy K. Sakaki signs the Presidents’ Climate Commitment in April

24

that goes into growing produce with the

And it’s totally unnecessary. It’s also not
the message that we want to send.”
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Sustainability in
academics and student life
onions and other organic produce

Hachmyer took class time to

work in planting a hedgerow came

answer a student’s question
made the classroom encounter
a little unusual was that it
occurred under a cloudless sky

parking lot, deciding where to
put in a hedgerow. The class
was agroecology and the setting

practices,” said Hachmeyer, a lecturer

that guy up. So we can start here,” she

roll all the way down this white sage

in harmony with nature,” she said.

Hachmyer recognizes that many
people on campus don’t know that the
Garden Classroom, situated outside the

was the Garden Classroom, a
one-acre spread in the northeast

and other issues, said Hachmeyer.

in helping to restore and monitor
changes in the creek, which runs

A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

and watersheds. This included a

and Theater Arts who created

“[Higher
education must]
be increasingly
sensitive to
the needs of
the students,
and the skill
sets that they
require to face
the challenges
they’re going
to go out into.”
Eric Thomas
Critically acclaimed author, speaker

disasters and the long-term impacts

installed in the Tuscany Village housing
community now allow student residents
natural gas and water. The natural

where residents competed to see

taking other steps. In the end, residents

reduction in electricity and water. They
choose a pizza party as their prize.
A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

On a Tuesday morning in

said Soto. He noted that some

cooperation throughout the campus

Technology Center, the Garden

26
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connections to nature and encourage

as housing, health, equity and climate
change. The working group is aligning

partnerships as well, including with

helps out in the Garden Classroom on campus.

education and research center and

Resilience in the community
(town hall) panel, and that really
resonated with what Sonoma State

under Brazil’s new president, Jair

including a local physician,

this question: What is it that education

As Sonoma State continues to
learning spaces and strengthen

“We have
to make
transformational
change across
all sectors of
society in the
next 10 years or
we’re going to
be facing some
really severe
and drastic
consequences.”

a high school student and

Claudia Luke
Director,
SSU Sustainability Programs

climatologist whose specialty
Congressman Thompson told

A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

meeting drew a standing-room-

policymakers here know how important
this issue is. They all need to know
that this is something that we care

town hall on climate change at Sonoma State. It

A DEEPER SH A DE OF GREEN

(See story on page 15). The

Technology Center on the second

Dig this story?

resilience within the community.
28

sustainablessu.sonoma.edu
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Q&A

with

Dr. Jerlena

Question: What is the role
of the chief of staff?

The goal, then, is to organize these

at the Green Music Center, sports,

which we should all aspire. You may

or outreach programs in support

Q: Tell us about your role
involving diversity on campus
procedures, the communication, all
while working closely with the president

Nathanael Galvan, ’18

Chief of Staff and
Associate Vice President
for Strategic Initiatives
and Diversity

needing protection while integrating
her elementary school in New Orleans,
and it is a constant reminder that our

President Sakaki wanted to make sure

Q: President Sakaki this year created
the President’s Advisory Council on
Diversity, Equity, Campus Climate
and Inclusion. Would you tell us
what you see that becoming?

institution has rallied around and has
prioritized student success. Yet, we

conducting a campus climate study

the last study was conducted. We

and day-to-day management. I aim

ensure that we had the right campus
model in place. I immediately talked to

ways her parents and grandparents
And she has the same commitment to

Q: Could you tell us about your
background and how you knew
the president previously?
CHIEF OF S TA FF Q & A

introduction. Later, she recruited

leadership team, and then as her

thought that this was something only
Dr. Karen Schneider, and I attended

Q: What stands out to you
about Sonoma State?
Sonoma State I mention two things in
particular. One is that the intellectual

place Sonoma State in that company.

mean, what are our goals, and what
it will take to get us where we want

intentions, real change requires the
courage to look at historical inequities

our structures and policies need to

CHIEF OF S TA FF Q & A

and help implement the president’s

campus so that we can promote what
is already happening and determine

the state. It is indeed a special place.

not want to go it alone as chair, so she
graciously agreed to co-chair. Indeed,

Q: What has your experience
at SSU been like so far?
this past January, and the one thing
that is paramount is the healthy

up in the segregated South, thus in my
30
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President’s Farewell Message

to look ahead at what the Alumni Association
has accomplished during my term and

Joseph Huang
Outgoing President, Alumni Association

president, inspire and remind me why we

Two New Board Members
Begin SSUAA Terms
Brad Yust,

them into the person they are today.

Bianca
Rose,

Alumni Association Welcomes
New Executive Director

As a proud alumna, I’m looking

A LUMNI

alumni to engage and connect.

Tiffany O’Neil
Executive Director, Alumni Association
Senior Director of Alumni Engagement and Annual Giving

Brad Yust is a commercial real estate

and has her sights on graduate school

Sonoma State and hopes to support

SSU Alumni Association
Board of Directors 2019-2020
President
Travis Saracco
B.A. Communications,

Secretary
Vanessa Johns
B.A. Communications,

Immediate Past
President

Treasurer
Randy Ferino
B.S. Business
Administration

B.S. Business
B.A. International

About the
SSU Alumni
Association

32

Learn more or become a member

»
»
»

www.ssualumni.org

Directors
Vincent Cortese
B.A. Communications,

David Felte
B.A. Economics
and B.S. Business
Patrick Maloney
B.A. Political
Jim Manly
MBA, 1999
Elizabeth Payan

Logan Pitts
B.A. Political
Annette Powell
B.A. Business
Administration,
Marketing and B.A.
Bianca Rose
B.S. Biology, B.A.

Renan Young
B.A. Political Science,

A LUMNI

ways. I welcome you to stay connected
with your alma mater and share with us
your updates along the way. Be sure to

Bianca Rose
resources coordinator at Leap

Association,
Brad Yust
B.A. Political Science,

Alumni Engagement
B.S. Business
Administration
Chelsea Spomer
Alumni Engagement
and Annual

Studies and
Planning and B.A.
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SSU Honors 2019
Distinguished Alumni

Alumni
Events

engagement opportunities to our alumni this year.

and success presented to distinguished alumni
is a time-honored tradition at Sonoma State

Barry Ben-Zion

simultaneously working on legal cases

B.A. Economics 1965

Ben-Zion taught courses in
macroeconomic and microeconomic
international trade, and applied
statistics. Early in his teaching

Meet and
Mingle Mixer
seniors, alumni and community
leaders was held in May at Bear

Summer Socials

Oakland A’s

the Green Music Center, including

Ben-Zion is married to Gail

MBA Alumni Forum Corner

“We’re excited to continue
to build upon the success
of this event and to create
an informative space to
learn not only for MBA

communications, sales and
marketing. She currently sits on the

A LUMNI

B.S. Business Administration 1998

students, but all students

A LUMNI

Natalie Cilurzo

at Sonoma State.”
Younger as a seasonal winter release

34

Meredith Rennie ’97, Director
with the Career Center and the
Alumni Association to present the

Mengali Accountancy

and lessons all can relate to:

Bill Silver

– Aaron Inman, ’07, ‘14,
Officer, MBA Alumni Forum

Marcus Benedetti, Chairman

Insights Spring 2020
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Class Notes
1970s
David Dorfmeier, ’73, B.A.
Anthropology

Career Fairs Re-engage SSU Alumni
een working hard

Jon Lyon,’76, B.A., Political Science,
trekking across northern Germany

alumni in a career change. Local alumni

account as an alum

Hospitality and Business, and Social

the Alumni Association, including

Jay Potter , ’79, B.A., Physical
Education, was inducted into the

addition to a long career in the Army

employers locally and nationally.

Learn more

Salvador Jorgensen, ’99, B.A.,
Carol F. Falk-Allen, ’77, B.A.,
Business Management

1980s
Loren Davis, ’81, B.A., Psychology,

» career.sonoma.edu

research scientist at the Monterey Bay

rich Galápagos Islands. Jorgensen,
who leads the aquarium’s white shark

to Ecuador, where he was accompanied

clinical consultant working with the

Steven Wallis, ’94, B.A. Sociology;
’98, M.A. Psychology, recently

include the Master Parachutist Badge,

Soldiers and Veterans Who Opposed
the War” (New Village Press). The
A LUMNI

Connecting with SSU
Alumni in London

Fall Graduation Reception

Leslie Diller, ’78, B.A., Expressive Arts,
Guild and a scenic artist working in
Opera. She has taught at the American

1990s
Tom Stark, ’91, B.A., Sociology, ’93,
, has
mortgage team where he will help

plain language to teach students,

synthesize practical and theoretical

A LUMNI

Barbara Doherty, ’76, B.A., Liberal
, is co-author

Sonoma and Marin counties. Prior
team, he spent eight years as a loan
consultant and sales manager at
award-winning research, which also

held an alumni reception in London to connect with more
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Madeleine Bajurin, ’94, B.S.,
Business Administration, is a

last names to represent a new union.

He is a senior social media manager
content calendars and copywriting

part-time technology and science
Jeffrey McLain, ’90, B.A., Biology,

Maximo Pickett, ’92 B.A., Spanish,

Deavon Badami, ’93, B.A.,
Psychology
North America, consulting and

Johna Beem, ’95, B.A., Management,

Thomas Swartz,’96, B.A.,
Geography; ’98 Multiple Subject
Credential; ’98 Credential Social
Sciences

Christine Cudmore, ’01, B.A.,
Psychology, is a school counselor

Chelsea Smith, ’12, B.A., Sociology,
works at Lagunitas Brewing

Lauren Pitcher (Jack), ’07, B.A.,
Communication Studies

and B.A., Political Science, is

Brandon Adamson-Rakidzich,
’19, B.S. Computer Science, is

Anthony Acosta, ’06, B.S.,
Computer Science, is a systems

Sarah Randle, ’06 , B.A., Sociology, is

Darin Brown, ’19, B.S., Computer
Science
Meagan McPhillips, ’14, B.A.,
Communications

’10, B.A. Communication Studies, is

2000s

Elizabeth (Dippel) ’14, B.A.,
Environmental Studies and Planning,
B.S., Economics, and Ryan Payan ’16,
B.S., Business Administration

English, and Amanda Levine, ’14,
B.A., Communication Studies, were

In Memoriam
Donald J. Farish passed away on July

Births

at Claremont College, Claremont,
Trina Ramirez, ’00, B.A., Psychology,
earned a master’s degree in education,

the Sacramento area as a morning
show social media producer. She

Kendall Newman, ’17, B.A. Psychology,

community. She is currently a licensed

2010s

Bevyn Cassidy, ’18, B.A.
Communication Studies

gets to see the Sonoma State team.

’12, Credential Social Science, is a
social science teacher and department

organization’s national leadership

working on a master’s in educational

Geoffrey Verheyen, ’19, B.S.
Biochemistry

Weddings
Kasey (Motta) Black, ’13, B.A.,
Communications
welcomed a daughter, Sage. Kasey

A LUMNI

A LUMNI

Melissa Strauss, ’09, B.A., Sociology,

as an employment and training
,

in the regional and state parks.
Wilson Teng-Nguyen, ’09, B.S.,
Business Administration, has
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, is married

Kevin Kinder, ’14 , B.A.,
Communication Studies, is currently

Nicole Wells, ’10 B.S., Business
Administration
Nadir Visstrong (Vissanjy), ’07, B.S.,
Business Administration, and Courtney
Visstrong (Armstrong) were married in
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Sonoma State casts
some shade - with plum
trees and cedars

Brandon Sparks, ‘21

By Nate Galvan, ‘18

The grounds around the Alumni
Amphitheater and Person Theatre lawn
this winter. But it will take some time

cedar trees in the area near the Alumni
Amphitheater, which was dedicated

tree, either in the same location, or
somewhere else on campus.
will help to track the work done on
each tree as well as its condition.

A LUMNI

completed the primary tree care

and shaped tree canopies to reduce
campus during Commencement.”

clean and healthy. During winter
40

Nate Galvan is a writer for Strategic Communications
and can be reached at galvanna@sonoma.edu

With the generous support of
our donors, we are preparing
the next generation of leaders.

YOUR DOLLARS
TRANSFORM STUDENT LIVES

Scholarships for
First-Generation Students

Undergraduate
Student Research

WISP - The Wine Industries Scholars
Program brings expanded support

Support of undergraduate research
enables students to share their work with
faculty, their peers and the community. If
it isn’t shared, it isn’t learned.

and economically disadvantaged
students who come from families in the
wine industry.

Arts Integration

Environmental Education

An innovative program that integrates
the arts into all disciplines across campus.

The Center for Environmental Inquiry
seeks solutions to North Bay challenges
and has a vision of environmental
readiness for all.

For more information, visit
http://www.sonoma.edu/give
or contact University Advancement
at 707.664.2712

1801 East Cotati Ave
Rohnert Park, CA 94928
707.664.2880
A campus of the California State University
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Help Sonoma State students continue their journey
Due to regional and global concerns
about the spread of COVID-19, Sonoma
State has moved to remote instruction
and operations through the end of spring
semester to reduce the risk of illness.
Through it all, our community has remained
supportive, compassionate and incredibly

generous. Many of you have asked how
you can help our students. In response,
we want you to know about our Student
Basic Needs and Emergency Care Fund.

direct support to this fund will help students
cover such necessities as lost wages,
housing, food, transportation, relocation
costs, technology, and other essential items.

All of our students are affected by this
pandemic and face new challenges to
complete the spring semester. Providing

We thank you for your consideration and
hope you and your families stay safe and
healthy during this unprecedented time.
Warm regards,

» Donate online:
sonomastate.co/StudentCareFund

Wm. Gregory Sawyer, Ph.D.
Vice President for Student Affairs

Daniel Yoeono
President, Associated Students, Class of 2020

Mario A. Perez, Ed.D.
Vice President for University Advancement

