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Sheltered in Place - Sonoma State 
and the COVID-19 pandemic

As emphasized in the Editor’s Message on the opposite 
SDJH��ZH�VXGGHQO\�ƓQG�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�DQ�
XQSUHFHGHQWHG�FULVLV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�FRURQDYLUXV�
SDQGHPLF��$V�RI�0DUFK�����WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�KDV�WUDQVLWLRQHG�
WR�DOO�UHPRWH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�IRU�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKH�VHPHVWHU��
DWKOHWLF�HYHQWV�DQG�FRQFHUWV�KDYH�EHHQ�FDQFHOHG�DQG�
6SULQJ�&RPPHQFHPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�SRVWSRQHG��

7KHVH�VWHSV�ZHUH�QRW�WDNHQ�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�D�GLUHFW�KHDOWK�
WKUHDW�WR�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��5DWKHU��WKH\�ZHUH�PDGH�RXW�RI�RXU�
VWHDGIDVW�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�NHHSLQJ�WKH�FDPSXV���DQG�DOO�
ZKR�VWXG\�DQG�ZRUN�KHUH����KHDOWK\�DQG�VDIH��)HGHUDO��VWDWH�
DQG�ORFDO�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�RIƓFLDOV�WHOO�XV�WKDW�SUDFWLFLQJ�VXFK�
VRFLDO�GLVWDQFLQJ�LV�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�OLPLW�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�
&29,'�����:H�KRSH�DQG�WUXVW�WKDW�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�WKH�FDVH��

,Q�SDUWLFXODU��P\�WKRXJKWV�DUH�ZLWK�WKH�&ODVV�RI�������7KLV�
FODVV�KDV�D�SDUWLFXODU�SODFH�LQ�P\�KHDUW�EHFDXVH�RI�DOO�WKDW�ZH�
KDYH�EHHQ�WKURXJK�WRJHWKHU��LQFOXGLQJ�ƓUHV��SRZHU�RXWDJHV�
DQG�QRZ�WKH�FRURQDYLUXV�SDQGHPLF��,WōV�KDUG�WR�EHOLHYH��
EXW�WKLV�VXPPHU�ZLOO�PDUN�P\�IRXUWK�\HDU�DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH��
The time has passed quickly. I continue to appreciate the 
opportunity to lead our campus and to work with students, 
VWDII��IDFXOW\��DOXPQL�DQG�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��

'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH��,ōYH�EHHQ�HVSHFLDOO\�SURXG�RI�DOO�WKDW�
ZH�KDYH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�WRJHWKHU�WR�IRFXV�WKH�FDPSXV�RQ�
RXU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�VXFFHVV��)URP�HDUQLQJ�D�IHGHUDO�
+LVSDQLF�6HUYLQJ�,QVWLWXWLRQ�GHVLJQDWLRQ��WR�H[SDQGLQJ�RXU�
(GXFDWLRQDO�2SSRUWXQLW\�3URJUDP�IRU�RXU�ORZ�LQFRPH�DQG�
ƓUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�VWXGHQWV��WR�RSHQLQJ�D�QHZ�0LOLWDU\�DQG�
9HWHUDQ�5HVRXUFH�&HQWHU�DQG�WR�DGGLQJ�DGYLVLQJ�DQG�FRXUVHV�
WR�HQDEOH�VWXGHQWV�WR�JUDGXDWH�LQ�D�WLPHO\�PDQQHU��ZHōYH�EHHQ�
FRPPLWWHG�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�VWXGHQW�VXFFHVV�ZKHUHYHU�SRVVLEOH��

7KH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKLV�FRPPLWPHQW�DUH�LQVSLUDWLRQDO��6RQRPD�6WDWH�
JUDGXDWHG�RXU�ODUJHVW�FODVV�HYHU�LQ�������DQG�RXU�FDPSXV�UDQNV�
ƓUVW�LQ�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�V\VWHP�IRU�RXU�WUDQVIHU�
JUDGXDWLRQ�UDWHV��:KLOH�ZH�VWLOO�KDYH�PRUH�WR�GR�WR�LPSURYH�
our student enrollment, retention and graduation rates, 

From the Editor:
$V�ZH�JR�WR�SUHVV�ZLWK�WKLV�LVVXH�RI�
,QVLJKWV��6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�
DQG�WKH�HQWLUH�QDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�
WKUXVW�LQWR�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�SURIRXQG�
and crippling health emergencies 
LQ�PRGHUQ�WLPHV��7KH�FRURQDYLUXV�
(COVID-19) pandemic. Where it will end 
LV�DQ\ERG\ōV�JXHVV��$OO�ZH�FDQ�UHOD\�DW�
WKLV�SRLQW�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�FULVLV�ƓQGV�XV�DV�
ZH�VKLIW�VHDVRQV�IURP�ZLQWHU�WR�VSULQJ�

2XU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�6HDZROI�
FRPPXQLW\�EHJDQ�LQ�ODWH�)HEUXDU\�
DV�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�WKLV�YLUXV�EHJDQ�WR�
EHFRPH�PRUH�RI�D�UHDOLW\�LQ�6RQRPD�
County. By mid-March, we had 
FDQFHOHG�DOO�LQ�SHUVRQ�FODVVHV�IRU�
WKUHH�GD\V�WR�DOORZ�IDFXOW\�WR�EHJLQ�
transitioning to all-remote instruction. 
8OWLPDWHO\��RQ�0DUFK�����3UHVLGHQW�
Judy K. Sakaki announced that, in 
consultation with campus leaders and 
WKH�&KDQFHOORUōV�2IƓFH��6RQRPD�6WDWH�
would go to all remote instruction 
IRU�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�VSULQJ�VHPHVWHU��
)XUWKHUPRUH��VKH�FRQƓUPHG�WKDW�6SULQJ�
&RPPHQFHPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�SRVWSRQHG�
XQWLO�D�GDWH�WR�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�

7KH�XQFHUWDLQW\�DERXW�ZKDW�LV�DKHDG�LV�
FRQVLGHUDEOH��EXW�WKH�FDPSXV�UHPDLQV�
open, and optimism remains high.

,Q�VRPH�ZD\V��WKH�FRURQDYLUXV�
VLWXDWLRQ�PDNHV�WKLV�HGLWLRQōV�IRFXV�
RQ�UHVLOLHQFH�DOO�WKH�PRUH�UHOHYDQW��$V�
WKH�FRYHU�VWRU\��ŏ$�'HHSHU�6KDGH�RI�
*UHHQ�Ő�H[SODLQV��EXLOGLQJ�D�FDPSXV�
FXOWXUH�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�UHVLOLHQFH�
KDV�EHFRPH�D�WRS�SULRULW\�IRU�WKH�
XQLYHUVLW\�VLQFH�3UHVLGHQW�6DNDNL�VLJQHG�
the Presidents’ Climate Leadership 
Commitment last year. As many 
DOXPQL��IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDII�NQRZ��WKH�
FDPSXV�KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�
conscious. This commitment honors 

WKRVH�URRWV��ZKLOH�VHWWLQJ�VSHFLƓF�
JRDOV�IRU�PRUH�IXOO\�LQWHJUDWLQJ�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�LQWR�DFDGHPLFV��HQJDJLQJ�
with the North Bay community and 
EHFRPLQJ�D�FDUERQ�QHXWUDO�FDPSXV�

)RU�RXU�FRYHU�LPDJH��RXU�JUDSKLF�
GHVLJQHU��5REELH�*HLVV��FKRVH�D�
IDPLOLDU�SKRWR�RI�(DUWK���RQH�RI�WKH�
PRVW�KLJK�UHVROXWLRQV�SKRWRV�DYDLODEOH��
6XUURXQGLQJ�LW�DUH�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�
Presidents’ Climate Leadership 
&RPPLWPHQW�LWVHOI��&RPELQHG��WKH\�
UHSUHVHQW�WKH�DFWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�EHLQJ�
taken locally - and that are needed 
JOREDOO\���WR�FRQIURQW�WKH�YHU\�UHDO�
changes that are happening to 
RXU�SODQHW��$V�5REELH�SXW�LW��LWōV�
DOVR�D�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�ŏZH�DUH�DOO�LQ�
this together.” Certainly what is 
transpiring now with COVID-19 
LV�HYHQ�PRUH�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKLV�

7KH�,QVLJKWV�VWDII�DOVR�LV�WU\LQJ�WR�GR�
LWV�SDUW�WR�SURPRWH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��
:HōYH�UHGXFHG�RXU�SUHVV�UXQ�IRU�WKLV�
HGLWLRQ�DQG�DUH�RIIHULQJ�UHDGHUV�DQ�
opportunity to request digital-only 
YHUVLRQV�RI�WKH�PDJD]LQH�JRLQJ�
IRUZDUG��,I�\RXōUH�LQWHUHVWHG��HPDLO�
XV�DW�DGYDQFHPHQW#VRQRPD�HGX

:KHUHYHU�\RX�DUH��ZH�KRSH�\RX�DUH�
VDIH�DQG�KHDOWK\���DQG�WKDW�\RX�ƓQG�WKLV�
HGLWLRQ�RI�,QVLJKWV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�XVHIXO��
,I�\RX�KDYH�VXJJHVWLRQV�IRU�IXWXUH�
VWRULHV�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�LGHDV�RU�IHHGEDFN��
SOHDVH�HPDLO�PH�DW�SDXO�JXOOL[VRQ#
VRQRPD�HGX�RU�FDOO�PH�DW���������
������,�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�KHDU�IURP�\RX�

Sincerely,

Paul C. Gullixson 
Associate Vice President of Strategic Communications

Message from the president
,ōP�FRQƓGHQW�WKDW�ZLWK�\RXU�VXSSRUW�ZHōOO�PDNH�VLJQLƓFDQW�
SURJUHVV�WRZDUG�DFKLHYLQJ�RXU�VWXGHQW�VXFFHVV�JRDOV��$V�
ZHōYH�H[SDQGHG�VXSSRUW�IRU�RXU�VWXGHQWV��ZHōYH�ZRUNHG�
KDUG�WR�PDNH�6RQRPD�6WDWH�DQ�HYHQ�PRUH�G\QDPLF�XQLYHUVLW\��
:HōUH�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�KHOS�ƓQG�VROXWLRQV�WR�RXU�JURZLQJ�
FOLPDWH�HPHUJHQFLHV��7KH�GHWDLOV�RI�DOO�WKDW�KDV�WUDQVSLUHG�
on campus since I signed the Presidents’ Climate Leadership 
&RPPLWPHQW�ODVW�\HDU�LV�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�WKH�FRYHU�VWRU\�IRU�WKLV�
HGLWLRQ�RI�,QVLJKWV��,�KRSH�\RX�ZLOO�JLYH�LW�D�UHDG��,W�VKRZV�DOO�
WKDW�ZH�DUH�GRLQJ�WR�KHOS�EXLOG�D�PRUH�UHVLOLHQW�1RUWK�%D\��

&HUWDLQO\��RXU�UHVLOLHQFH�KDV�EHHQ�SXW�WR�WKH�WHVW��)URP�
WKH������ƓUHV�WKDW�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�KRPHV�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�
����6RQRPD�6WDWH�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�Ŋ�LQFOXGLQJ�P\�
RZQ�Ŋ�WR�WKH�UHFHQW�.LQFDGH�)LUH��ZHōYH�EHHQ�DGMXVWLQJ�
WR�WKH�ŏQHZ�QRUPDOŐ�WKDW�QRZ�H[LVWV�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�%D\��
$QG�QRZ��DV�,�ZULWH�WKLV��6RQRPD�6WDWH�IDFHV�LWV�JUHDWHVW�
WHVW�IURP�D�OHVV�YLVLEOH�PHQDFH�NQRZQ�DV�&29,'�����

$V�EHIRUH��,ōP�FRQƓGHQW�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�JHW�WKURXJK�WKLV�
WLPH��$QG�ZKHQ�ZH�GR��,�NQRZ�ZH�ZLOO�ORRN�EDFN�DQG�EH�
SURXG�RI�KRZ�ZH�VXSSRUWHG�RQH�DQRWKHU�WKURXJK�LW�DOO��

8QWLO�WKHQ�,�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�DOO�WR�VWD\�IRFXVHG��VWD\�KHDOWK\�
DQG�VWD\�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�\RXU�6HDZROI�FRPPXQLW\��7KURXJK�
these times, Sonoma State needs your input, your 
LQYROYHPHQW�DQG�\RXU�RQJRLQJ�VXSSRUW�PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU��
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When Yatziry Galvan��D�ƓUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�
VWXGHQW�ERUQ�LQ�0H[LFR��ZDONHG�DFURVV�
WKH�VWDJH�RI�*UHHQ�0XVLF�&HQWHUōV�:HLOO�
+DOO�GXULQJ�&RPPHQFHPHQW�������VKH�
PDGH�6HDZROI�KLVWRU\�E\�EHFRPLQJ�
6RQRPD�6WDWHōV�ƓUVW�7KH'UHDP�86�
6FKRODUVKLS�JUDGXDWH��7KH����\HDU�ROG�
DACA recipient transferred to Sonoma 
State in the fall of 2017 after three 
years at Napa Valley College where 
she supported her family by working 
multiple jobs on the side.�$IWHU�WZR�
\HDUV�DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH��VKH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�
JUDGXDWH�ZLWK�KRQRUV�IURP�WKH�6FKRRO�
RI�%XVLQHVV��7KH'UHDP�86�1DWLRQDO�
6FKRODUVKLS�LV�D�IXOO�VFKRODUVKLS�IRU�
'5($0HUV�JUDGXDWLQJ�IURP�KLJK�
VFKRRO�RU�FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH�ZKR�KDYH�
VLJQLƓFDQW��XQPHW�ƓQDQFLDO�QHHG��

7KLV�\HDU��7KH'UHDP�86�DZDUGHG�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������DSSOLFDQWV��
6RQRPD�6WDWH�LV�RQH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����
FROOHJHV�WKDW�KDYH�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�
WKH�7KH'UHDP�86��2WKHU�SDUWQHU�
FROOHJHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
:DVKLQJWRQ��$UL]RQD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�

DQG�5XWJHUV�8QLYHUVLW\��ŏ*HWWLQJ�WR�668�
DQG�DFKLHYLQJ�P\�GUHDP�RI�JHWWLQJ�
WR�FROOHJH�ZDV�GLIƓFXOW�EHFDXVH��OLNH�
VR�PDQ\��,�GLGQōW�KDYH�UHVRXUFHV�DV�
an undocumented student,” said 
*DOYDQ��ŏ%XW�ZDONLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�
stage, I got to see the pride in my 
SDUHQWVō�IDFHV��DQG�LW�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�
LQFUHGLEOH�WKLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�JRW�WR�
VHH�WKHLU�VDFULƓFHV�ZHUHQōW�LQ�YDLQ�Ő

“...Walking across 
the stage, I got to 
see the pride in my 
parents’ faces, and 
it was the most 
incredible thing...”

— Yatziry Galvan
B.S., Business Administration, 2019

First recipient of TheDream.US Scholarship graduates

6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�KDV�EHHQ�
LQFOXGHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�DFDGHPLF�UDQNLQJV�
IRU�������LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�E\�)RUEHV�
DQG�3ULQFHWRQ�5HYLHZ��)RUEHV�OLVWHG�
6RQRPD�6WDWH�DV�RQH�RI�“America’s 
Top Colleges” for 2019.�0HDQZKLOH��IRU�
WKH�ƓIWK�\HDU�LQ�D�URZ��WKH�3ULQFHWRQ�
5HYLHZ�KDV�SODFHG�6RQRPD�6WDWH�LQ�
its “Best 385 Colleges” list for 2020 
DQG�QDPHG�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�DV�RQH�RI�
the “Best Western” colleges for the 
second time.�668�PRYHG�XS�ƓYH�VSRWV�
to No. 14 on U.S. News and World 

Report’s list of “Top Public Schools” 
in the Western Region for 2019-20. 
7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZDV�UDQNHG�1R�����LQ�
WKH�VDPH�OLVWLQJ�IRU�������,Q�$XJXVW��
0RQH\�PDJD]LQH�LQFOXGHG�668�RQ�LWV�
OLVW�RI�“Best Colleges for Your Money.”

ŏ7KHVH�UDQNLQJV�YDOLGDWH�DOO�WKH�KDUG�
ZRUN�RI�RXU�IDFXOW\��VWDII�DQG�VWXGHQWV�LQ�
SXWWLQJ�DFDGHPLF�H[FHOOHQFH��LQQRYDWLRQ�
DQG�VWXGHQW�VXFFHVV�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW�RI�
all that we do and all that we are,” said 
Sonoma State President Judy K. Sakaki.

“These rankings 
validate all the hard 
work of our faculty, 
staff and students.”

 — Judy K. Sakaki
SSU President

SSU accolades: top rankings by Forbes, Princeton 
Review and U.S. News and World Report

)RU�WKH�VHFRQG�FRQVHFXWLYH�\HDU��
WKH�'LYLVLRQ�RI�6WXGHQW�$IIDLUV�DW�
6RQRPD�6WDWH�KDV�EHHQ�KRQRUHG�DV�
RQH�RI�ŏ7KH�0RVW�3URPLVLQJ�3ODFHV�
WR�:RUN�LQ�6WXGHQW�$IIDLUVŐ�E\�WKH�
SXEOLFDWLRQ�'LYHUVH��,VVXHV�LQ�+LJKHU�
Education. SSU is one of 27 colleges 
RU�XQLYHUVLWLHV�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�KRQRU��
ZLWK�WKH�KRQRUHHV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�
the magazine’s March edition.

6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�DOVR�ZDV�
EH�UHFRJQL]HG�GXULQJ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
College Personnel Association’s 
DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�KHOG�0DUFK�����
LQ�1DVKYLOOH��7HQQHVVHH�

ŏ:H�DUH�LQFUHGLEO\�SURXG�WR�RQFH�DJDLQ�
EH�UHFRJQL]HG�E\�'LYHUVH��,VVXHV�LQ�
+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�IRU�EHLQJ�D�SURPLVLQJ�

SODFH�WR�ZRUN�LQ�6WXGHQW�$IIDLUV�Ő�VDLG�
'U��:P��*UHJRU\�6DZ\HU��668ōV�9LFH�
3UHVLGHQW�IRU�6WXGHQW�$IIDLUV��ŏ$W�
668��ZH�FRQWLQXDOO\�IRFXV�RQ�ZD\V�WR�
LPSURYH�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�RXU�VWDII�
and to create a community that is 
ZHOFRPLQJ�DQG�VXSSRUWLYH�IRU�DOO�RXU�
WDOHQWHG�WHDP��ZKR�UHSUHVHQW�GLYHUVH�
EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV��7KH�
6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�FRPPXQLW\�
is a special place, and we are thrilled 
WR�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�RQFH�DJDLQ��RQ�D�
QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��IRU�FUHDWLQJ�D�VSDFH�WKDW�
VXFFHVVIXOO\�IRFXVHV�RQ�ZRUNSODFH�
GLYHUVLW\��VWDIƓQJ�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�DQ�
LQFOXVLYH�ZRUNLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�Ő

7KH�KRQRU�LV�JLYHQ�LQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�
RI�WKH�GLYLVLRQōV�HPSKDVLV�RQ�
organizational structure, workplace 

GLYHUVLW\��VWDIƓQJ�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�
ZRUNSODFH�FOLPDWH�DQG�HQYLURQPHQW��
Additional categories included 
VDODU\�DQG�EHQHƓWV��VWDII�WUDLQLQJ�
DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

7KH�'LYLVLRQ�RI�6WXGHQW�$IIDLUV�DW�
6RQRPD�6WDWH�HQFRPSDVVHV�D�IXOO�UDQJH�
RI�VWXGHQW�GHYHORSPHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�
VRFLDO�DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��
DGYLVLQJ��KHDOWK�VHUYLFHV��KRXVLQJ�
residential education, counseling, 
YHWHUDQ�DIIDLUV��RULHQWDWLRQ��FDUHHU�
GHYHORSPHQW��GLVDELOLW\�VHUYLFHV��
GLYHUVLW\�DQG�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�DIIDLUV��
assessment, training and campus 
and community engagement.

SSU Student Affairs named as “Most 
Promising Place to Work” - again

:LWK�PRUH�WKDQ����FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHUV��
668�HPSOR\HHV�DQG�RWKHUV�ORRNLQJ�RQ��
Sonoma State President Judy K. Sakaki 
DQG�-R\FH�/RSHV��YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�IRU�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�ƓQDQFH��XVHG�D�SDLU�
RI�RYHUVL]HG�VFLVVRUV�WR�FXW�D�ORQJ�GDUN�
EOXH�ULEERQ�VSDQQLQJ�WKH�HQWUDQFH�RI�
the university’s new Marina Crossing 
Apartments in Petaluma�RQ�-XQH���

ŏ:HOFRPH�KRPH�Ő�6DNDNL�GHFODUHG��
ushering those in attendance to come 
LQVLGH�DQG�WRXU�WKH����XQLW�IDFLOLW\��WKH�
ODUJHVW�ZRUNIRUFH�KRXVLQJ�FRPSOH[�
\HW�LQ�6RQRPD�&RXQW\��7KH�SURMHFW�
LV�D�PXOWLIDPLO\��ƓYH�VWRU\�FRPSOH[�
ORFDWHG�RQ�D������DFUH�SDUFHO�DGMDFHQW�
WR�WKH�3HWDOXPD�0DULQD��7KH�FRPSOH[��
ORFDWHG�URXJKO\����PLOHV�VRXWK�RI�
campus, is within walking distance 
RI�D�60$57�FRPPXWHU�WUDLQ�VWDWLRQ�

:LWK�WKH�DSSURYDO�RI�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�%RDUG�RI�7UXVWHHV��

Sonoma State purchased the Petaluma 
FRPSOH[��GHVLJQDWLQJ�LW�IRU�IDFXOW\�
DQG�VWDII�KRXVLQJ��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�
FRPSOH[�LV�WR�SURYLGH�668�IDFXOW\�DQG�
VWDII�ZLWK�D�VWDEOH�DQG�HFRQRPLFDO�
SODFH�WR�OLYH��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�
PRYLQJ�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ�IRU�WKH�ƓUVW�WLPH�

ŏ,WōV�QR�VHFUHW�WKDW�WKH�ƓUHV�RI�2FWREHU�
�����H[DFHUEDWHG�DQ�DOUHDG\�WLJKW�
housing market in Sonoma County,” 
VDLG�/RSHV�GXULQJ�WKH�ULEERQ�FXWWLQJ�
FHUHPRQ\��ŏ'U��6DNDNL�DQG�,�VSRNH�
EHIRUH�WKH�ƓUHV�ZHUH�HYHQ�H[WLQJXLVKHG�
DERXW�ZKDW�668�FRXOG�GR�WR�KHOS�
VXSSRUW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��RXU�IDFXOW\�
DQG�VWDII��DQG�RXU�VWXGHQWV�WKURXJK�
D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�ZRUNIRUFH�DQG�
student housing. And as the year 
SURJUHVVHG��ZH�EHJDQ�WR�VHH�KRZ�
important that commitment was.”

President Sakaki, who lost her Santa 
5RVD�KRPH�LQ�WKH�7XEEV�ƓUH�LQ�������VDLG�

VKH�ŏNQRZV�D�OLWWOH�RI�ZKDW�LWōV�OLNH�WR�JR�
LQ�VHDUFK�RI�D�SODFH�WR�OLYH�LQ�WRGD\ōV�
challenging rental market.” She and 
KHU�KXVEDQG�KDG�WR�PRYH�VL[�WLPHV�
EHIRUH�WKH\�VHWWOHG�LQ�D�QHZ�UHVLGHQFH��
VKH�VDLG��ŏ,WōV�SDUWLFXODUO\�GLIƓFXOW�IRU�
those who come to Sonoma County 
IURP�RXWVLGH�WKH�DUHD�DQG�KDYH�WR�
VHDUFK�IRU�D�KRPH�ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�
trying to settle into a new work 
HQYLURQPHQW�Ő�VKH�VDLG��ŏ�7KLV��SURMHFW�
will go a long way to help us maintain 
D�VWURQJ�6RQRPD�6WDWH�ZRUNIRUFH�Ő

6RQRPD�&RXQW\�6XSHUYLVRU�6KLUOHH�
=DQH��ZKRVH��UG�'LVWULFW�LQFOXGHV�
Sonoma State, praised the housing 
SURMHFW��QRWLQJ�WKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�ƓUHV�
RI������ŏPRUH�KRXVLQJ�ZDV�ORVW�LQ�
WKDW�RQH�QLJKW�WKDQ�KDG�EHHQ�EXLOW�LQ�
WKH�FRXQW\�LQ�WKH�SULRU�VHYHQ�\HDUV�Ő

3UHVLGHQW�-XG\�.��6DNDNL��FHQWHU��LV�MRLQHG�E\�668�IDFXOW\�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��
DV�ZHOO�DV�FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHUV��DW�WKH�ULEERQ�FXWWLQJ�RI�0DULQD�&URVVLQJ�

SSU opens 
housing complex 
just for faculty 
and staff

<DW]LU\�*DOYDQ
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7KH�ZRUN�RI�6RQRPD�6WDWH�VWXGHQWV�
has landed among the stars once 
DJDLQ��$�VWXGHQW�EXLOW�VDWHOOLWH�DERXW�
WZLFH�WKH�VL]H�RI�D�5XELNōV�&XEH�ZDV�
UHOHDVHG�LQWR�RUELW�LQ�)HEUXDU\�DV�SDUW�
RI�D�1$6$�IXQGHG�SURMHFW�LQYROYLQJ�
WKUHH�XQLYHUVLWLHV��%XLOW�E\�DERXW����
668�VWXGHQWV�DQG����PRUH�IURP�6DQWD�
&ODUD�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�0RUHKHDG�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\��WKH�“EdgeCube” satellite 
ŴHZ�DERDUG�D�6SDFH�;�)DOFRQ���
rocket to the International Space 

Station�LQ�'HFHPEHU��)URP�WKHUH�
WKH�VDWHOOLWH�ZDV�ERRVWHG�LQWR�RUELW�
����NLORPHWHUV�DERYH�WKH�(DUWK�WR�
collect data on vegetation health 
in ecosystems around the globe. 

,QIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�VDWHOOLWH�LV�EHLQJ�
VHQW�EDFN�WR�(DUWK�YLD�JURXQG�VWDWLRQ�
antennas atop the Student Center at 
6RQRPD�6WDWH��ŏ:H�DUH�JUHDWO\�WKULOOHG�
DQG�UHOLHYHG�Ő�VDLG�668�SK\VLFV�DQG�
DVWURQRP\�SURIHVVRU�/\QQ�&RPLQVN\�

ZKR�ZURWH�WKH�SURSRVDO�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW�
LQ�������ŏ,W�KDV�EHHQ�D�KXJH�DPRXQW�RI�
ZRUN�IRU�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�
LQYROYHG�DQG�WKH�PDQ\�RWKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�
worked tirelessly to make this happen.”

(GJH&XEH�ZDV�&RPLQVN\ōV�VHFRQG�
VDWHOOLWH��IROORZLQJ�WKH������ODXQFK�
RI�7�/RJR4XEH��ZKLFK�PHDVXUHG�WKH�
(DUWKōV�PDJQHWLF�ƓHOG��3ODQV�IRU�D�WKLUG�
668�VDWHOOLWH�DUH�DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�ZRUNV�

“It’s incredible to 
think that something 
that I put my hands 
and heart on is 
now in space.”

— Jesus Gonzalez
Electrical Engineering, 2021

$�IRUPHU�6DQ�%UXQR�UHVLGHQW��ZKR�ORVW�
DOO�RI�KLV�SRVVHVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�3*	(�JDV�
H[SORVLRQ�RI������DQG�ODWHU�HQUROOHG�
DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�DIWHU�VHUYLQJ�HLJKW�
years in the military, was among 
WKRVH�VHOHFWHG�E\�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\�V\VWHP�WR�UHFHLYH�D������
7UXVWHHVō�$ZDUG�IRU�2XWVWDQGLQJ�
$FKLHYHPHQW��Anthony Tercero, who 
is working on his master’s degree 
LQ�ELRORJ\��ZDV�DPRQJ����VWXGHQWV�
UHFRJQL]HG�DW�D�)DOO������&68�%RDUG�
RI�7UXVWHHV�PHHWLQJ�IRU�KDYLQJ�
RYHUFRPH�VLJQLƓFDQW�DGYHUVLW\�LQ�
pursuit of achieving their academic 
goals. Tercero was awarded the Wells 
)DUJR�9HWHUDQ�6FKRODUVKLS��D��������
JUDQW�WKDW�LV�JLYHQ�WR�KHOS�YHWHUDQV�ZLWK�
WKHLU�WUDQVLWLRQ�LQWR�FLYLOLDQ�FDUHHUV��

$IWHU�HQOLVWLQJ�LQ�WKH�8�6��$UP\�
DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����7HUFHUR�VDLG�KH�

H[SHULHQFHG�QHDU�GDLO\�EDUUDJHV�
RI�PRUWDU�DQG�URFNHW�DWWDFNV�RQ�KLV�
Middle East compound. Tercero 
HQUROOHG�DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�
WR�VWXG\�PROHFXODU�FHOOXODU�ELRORJ\�
DIWHU�FRPSOHWLQJ�KLV�VHFRQG�WRXU�RI�
GXW\��ZKLFK�KH�HQOLVWHG�IRU�DIWHU�KLV�
KRPH�DQG�DOO�RI�KLV�SRVVHVVLRQV�ZHUH�
destroyed in the San Bruno gas pipeline 
H[SORVLRQ�LQ�������:LWK�D�FXPXODWLYH�
JUDGXDWH�*3$�RI������7HUFHUR�LV�QRZ�
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�KLV�0�6��LQ�ELRORJ\��

$IWHU�JUDGXDWLQJ�LQ�0D\�������KH�SODQV�
WR�SXUVXH�KLV�3K�'��DW�8&�'DYLV�ZLWK�
WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�JRDO�RI�EHFRPLQJ�D�
WHQXUH�WUDFN�SURIHVVRU�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�
DW�D�XQLYHUVLW\��ŏ,W�WRRN�PH�\HDUV�DQG�D�
ORW�RI�IDLOXUH�WR�JHW�WR�ZKHUH�,�DP�QRZ�Ő�
VDLG�7HUFHUR��ŏ,�DP�YHU\�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�
FRQQHFWLRQV�DQG�SHRSOH�,�KDYH�PHW�
ZKLOH�VWULYLQJ�WR�REWDLQ�WKLV�DZDUG��DQG�

,�EHOLHYH�WKHVH�H[SHULHQFHV��DORQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�IDLOXUHV�DQG�VXFFHVVHV�,�KDYH�PDGH�
WKURXJKRXW�P\�DFDGHPLF�FDUHHU��KDYH�
SODFHG�PH�LQ�WKH�EHVW�SRVLWLRQ�WR�WKULYH�Ő

EdgeCube satellite orbiting Earth, 
transmitting data to Student Center

CSU honors 
master’s student 
outstanding 
achievements

The Federated Indians of Graton 
Rancheria have agreed to make a 
$2.85 million gift to Sonoma State 
8QLYHUVLW\�WR�improve and expand 
environmental education at the 
����DFUH�)DLUƓHOG�2VERUQ�3UHVHUYH�
ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�QRUWKZHVW�VORSH�RI�
Sonoma Mountain. The upgrades 
LQFOXGH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�DQ�RXWGRRU�WDONLQJ�
FLUFOH�DW�WKH�SUHVHUYHōV�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�
UHVHDUFK�FHQWHU�DQG�D�UHPRGHOLQJ�RI�WKH�
FHQWHU�WR�DOORZ�JUHDWHU�XVH�E\�VWXGHQWV��
IDFXOW\��VWDII��ORFDO�.����VWXGHQWV�DQG�
FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV��:RUN�RQ�WKH�
IDFLOLW\��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�UHQDPHG�WKH�

“Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
/HDUQLQJ�&HQWHU�DW�WKH�)DLUƓHOG�2VERUQ�
Preserve,”�LV�WDUJHWHG�IRU�FRPSOHWLRQ�

LQ�'HFHPEHU�������0RUH�WKDQ��������
VWXGHQWV��FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�DQG�.����
VWXGHQWV�KDYH�YLVLWHG�WKH�SUHVHUYH�DV�
SDUW�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV�RU�JXLGHG�
WRXUV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��+LVWRULDQV�
say the area was once used as a 
seasonal hunting and gathering ground 
E\�3RPR��0LZRN�DQG�:DSSR�WULEHV��
ŏ:HōUH�YHU\�SURXG�RI�WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�SUHVHUYHōV�PDQ\�
HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�IRFXVHG�HGXFDWLRQDO�
SURJUDPV�IRU�\HDUV�WR�FRPH�Ő�VDLG�
*UDWRQ�5DQFKHULD�7ULEDO�&KDLUPDQ�*UHJ�
6DUULV��ŏ2QH�RI�RXU�PDLQ�JRDOV�LV�WR�
PD[LPL]H�RXWGRRU�OHDUQLQJ�VSDFHV�DQG�
VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQW��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�WKH�WULEDO�
history and connection with the land.” 

Major upgrade for Osborn Preserve
“I am very grateful 
for the connections 
and people I 
have met while 
striving to obtain 
this award.”

 — Anthony Tercero
Biology master’s candidate

$IWHU�HLJKW�VWUDLJKW�\HDUV�RI�ZLQQLQJ�
multiple awards at the annual National 
0RGHO�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�&RQIHUHQFH��
6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\ōV�Model 
U.N. students recently took home 
WRS�KRQRUV�IRU�WKH�ƓUVW�WLPH� The 
���PHPEHU�WHDP�UHFHLYHG�WKH�
ŏ2XWVWDQGLQJ�'HOHJDWLRQŐ�DZDUG�
DW�WKH�0RGHO�8�1��FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�
New York City in April. Sonoma 

State’s team this year was its largest 
HYHU��ZLQQLQJ�DV�D�GHOHJDWLRQ�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��

Many Sonoma State students were 
FRPSHWLQJ�DW�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�
ƓUVW�WLPH��6HYHUDO�KXQGUHG�VFKRROV�DQG�
WKRXVDQGV�RI�VWXGHQWV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�
IURP�GR]HQV�RI�FRXQWULHV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�
ZRUOG��668�VHQLRU�0F.HQQD�-HQNLQV�

ZRQ�D�VHSDUDWH�ŏ2XWVWDQGLQJ�'HOHJDWH�
LQ�&RPPLWWHHŐ�DZDUG�IRU�KHU�ZRUN�
ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�(GXFDWLRQDO��
6FLHQWLƓF�DQG�&XOWXUDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�
FRPPLWWHH��ŏ7DNLQJ�ƓUVW�SODFH�DPRQJ�VR�
PDQ\�H[FHOOHQW�VFKRROV�LV�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�
KRQRU�Ő�VDLG�3URIHVVRU�RI�3ROLWLFDO�
6FLHQFH�&\QWKLD�%RD]��IDFXOW\�DGYLVRU�
RI�6RQRPD�6WDWHōV�0RGHO�8�1��SURJUDP��
ŏ,�DP�VR�SURXG�RI�RXU�VWXGHQWV�Ő

Model U.N. named 
Outstanding Delegation 
at national conference

(QJLQHHULQJ�VWXGHQW�-HVXV�*RQ]DOH]�MRLQHG�WKH�(GJH&XEH�WHDP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SDVW�\HDU�
DQG�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKH�KDUGZDUH�RI�WKH�FXEH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�SURSHUO\�

6WXGHQWV�ZDON�D�WUDLO�DW�668ōV�
)DLUƓHOG�2VERUQ�3UHVHUYH

6RQRPD�6WDWHōV�0RGHO�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�VWXGHQWV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�EXLOGLQJ�
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Study finds California 
could triple southern 
sea otter population

Southern sea otters were once abundant in California estuaries, including 
San Francisco Bay, and with some help could thrive there again.

by Paul Gullixson

7KH�SLFWXUH�RI�VHD�RWWHUV�IUROLFNLQJ�
DPRQJ�NHOS�EHGV�DQG�URFN\�VKRDOV�
KDV�EHFRPH�DQ�LFRQLF�LPDJH�RI�WKH�
&DOLIRUQLD�FRDVWOLQH��%XW�LW�PD\�EH�
GUDZLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�DZD\�IURP�WKH�
YDOXH�RI�RWKHU�KDELWDW�WKDW�FRXOG�
truly help the endangered species 
LQ�LWV�UHFRYHU\�ŋ�HVWXDULHV�

,Q�IDFW��D�QHZ�VWXG\�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�
&DOLIRUQLD�FRXOG�PRUH�WKDQ�WULSOH�LWV�
SRSXODWLRQ�RI�VRXWKHUQ�VHD�RWWHUV��IURP�
DQ�HVWLPDWHG�������WR�QHDUO\���������
E\�UHSRSXODWLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�HVWXDU\�
RQ�WKH�FRDVW�ŋ�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�%D\�

ŏ,W�ZRXOG�HVVHQWLDOO\�HQG�XS�OLIWLQJ�
WKH�VHD�RWWHU�RXW�RI�LWV�HQGDQJHUHG�
species status,” said Brent Hughes, 
DVVLVWDQW�SURIHVVRU�RI�ELRORJ\�DW�

Sonoma State and lead researcher 
LQ�WKH�VWXG\�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�PeerJ: the 
Journal of Life and Environmental 
Sciences��ŏ)RU�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�VHD�RWWHU��WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�KXJH�Ő

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+XJKHV�DQG�IHOORZ�
researchers, current southern sea 
RWWHU�UHFRYHU\�SODQV�KDYH�QRW�LQFOXGHG�
HVWXDULHV�DV�WDUJHW�KDELWDWV��7KLV�ŏPD\�
EH�DQ�DUWLIDFW�RI�ZKHUH�WKH�VXUYLYLQJ�
population persisted,” they concluded 
LQ�WKHLU�SDSHU�WLWOHG�ŏ6SHFLHV�UHFRYHU\�
DQG�UHFRORQL]DWLRQ�RI�SDVW�KDELWDWV��
/HVVRQV�IRU�VFLHQFH�DQG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
IURP�VHD�RWWHUV�LQ�HVWXDULHV�Ő

ŏ7KH�GRJPD��ZLGHO\�UHLQIRUFHG�LQ�
ERWK�WKH�VFLHQWLƓF�DQG�SRSXODU�
PHGLD��LV�WKDW�VHD�RWWHUV�GR�EHVW�LQ�

VDOWZDWHU�NHOS�IRUHVWV�Ő�VDLG�%ULDQ�
6LOOLPDQ��5DFKHO�&DUVRQ�DVVRFLDWH�
SURIHVVRU�RI�PDULQH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
ELRORJ\�DW�'XNH�8QLYHUVLW\ōV�1LFKRODV�
6FKRRO�RI�WKH�(QYLURQPHQW�DQG�D�
SDUWQHU�LQ�WKH�VWXG\��ŏ%XW�WKLV�LV�
EDVHG�RQ�VWXGLHV�DQG�REVHUYDWLRQV�
made while these populations were 
in sharp decline. Now that they are 
UHERXQGLQJ��WKH\ōUH�VXUSULVLQJ�XV�
E\�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�KRZ�DGDSWDEOH�
and cosmopolitan they really are.”

�7KLV�UHDOO\�FKDQJHV�RXU�YLHZ�RI�WKH�
HFRORJLFDO�UROH�RI�VHD�RWWHUV�Ő�VDLG�
7LP�7LQNHU��IRUPHU�UHVHDUFK�ZLOGOLIH�
ELRORJLVW�ZLWK�WKH�:HVWHUQ�(FRORJLFDO�
5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU�RI�WKH�8�6��*HRORJLFDO�
6XUYH\�DQG�DQ�DGMXQFW�SURIHVVRU�
LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(FRORJ\�DQG�

(YROXWLRQDU\�%LRORJ\�DW�8&�6DQWD�
Cruz. "They are not only keystone 
PDULQH�PDPPDOV�RI�WKH�RXWHU�
FRDVW��WKH\�DUH�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�DSH[�
SUHGDWRUV�LQ�HVWXDULQH�KDELWDWV��

The southern sea otter was widely 
EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�H[WLQFW�GXH�WR�WKH�
H[SDQVLYH�IXU�WUDGH�RI�WKH���WK�DQG���WK�
FHQWXULHV��ZKLFK�UHGXFHG�WKH�JOREDO�

SRSXODWLRQ�IURP�EHWZHHQ���������
DQG���������WR�URXJKO\��������7KHQ�LQ�
�����D�UHPQDQW�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�DERXW����
VRXWKHUQ�VHD�RWWHUV�ZDV�IRXQG�DORQJ�
the rugged Big Sur shoreline. Thanks 
WR�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�HIIRUWV��WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�
KDV�VLQFH�JURZQ�WR�PRUH�WKDQ��������
EXW�WKHLU�QXPEHUV�DUH�VWLOO�IDU�EHORZ�
WKHLU�KLVWRULF�QXPEHUV�DQG�UDQJH�

:KLOH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�HIIRUWV�KDYH�
IRFXVHG�RQ�SURWHFWLQJ�RWWHUV�LQ�WKHVH�
URFN\�FRDVWDO�KDELWDWV��HYLGHQFH�
shows that southern sea otters were 
RQFH�DEXQGDQW�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�HVWXDULHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�%D\��(DUO\�
DFFRXQWV�E\�6SDQLVK�H[SORUHUV�QRWHG�
RWWHU�SRSXODWLRQV�DV�IDU�VRXWK�DV�6DQ�
-RVH�DQG�DV�IDU�QRUWK�DV�5LFKDUGVRQ�
%D\��ŏ6HD�RWWHUV�SUREDEO\�QXPEHUHG�
in the thousands in this estuary prior 
WR�EHLQJ�GULYHQ�WR�ORFDO�H[WLQFWLRQ�E\�
RYHU�KXQWLQJ�Ő�WKH�UHVHDUFKHUV�QRWHG�

7KH�RQO\�HVWXDU\�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�WKDW�LV�
FXUUHQWO\�KRPH�WR�D�GLVWLQFW�DQG�VHOI�
VXVWDLQLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�VHD�RWWHUV�
is Elkhorn Slough at Moss Landing 
LQ�0RQWHUH\�%D\��2YHUDOO��VRXWKHUQ�

VHD�RWWHUV�KDYH�RQO\�UHFRORQL]HG�
DERXW����SHUFHQW�RI�WKHLU�KLVWRULF�
range, according to the study.

+XJKHV�VD\V�RQH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�RWWHU�
KDELWDW�KDV�UHPDLQHG�IUDJPHQWHG�
DQG�ZK\�VHD�RWWHUV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�
DEOH�WR�PLJUDWH�QRUWK�DQG�UHHVWDEOLVK�
UHVLGHQF\�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�%D\�LV�
WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�JUHDW�ZKLWH�VKDUNV�
QHDU�WKH�*ROGHQ�*DWH��ŏ:H�FDOO�LW�
ŌWKH�JDXQWOHW�ōŐ�VDLG�+XJKHV��ŏ2WWHUV�
really can’t get past the gauntlet.”

%XW�LI�RWWHU�SRSXODWLRQV�ZHUH�
HVWDEOLVKHG�LQVLGH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
%D\�DQG�RXW�RI�WKH�UDQJH�RI�JUHDW�
ZKLWHV�WKH\�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�WKH�WRS�
SUHGDWRU�DQG�ZRXOG�OLNHO\�WKULYH�

8VLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�VWXGLHV�DQG�PRGHOLQJ�
RI�VHD�RWWHU�JURZWK��WKH�UHVHDUFKHUV�
FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�%D\�
FRXOG�VXSSRUW�DERXW�������VHD�RWWHUV��
more than twice the current estimated 
SRSXODWLRQ�RI��������ŏ,W�ZRXOG�FKDQJH�
WKH�JDPH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�KRZ�ZH�ORRN�DW�
VHD�RWWHU�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�Ő�KH�VDLG�

$ORQJ�ZLWK�6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��
WKLV�VWXG\�ZDV�D�UHVXOW�RI�H[WHQVLYH�
FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�UHVHDUFKHUV�
DQG�PDQDJHUV�IURP�WKH�8�6��)LVK�DQG�
:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH��WKH�:HVWHUQ�(FRORJLFDO�
5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU�RI�WKH�8�6��*HRORJLFDO�
6XUYH\��WKH�1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH��
Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine 
5HVHDUFK�5HVHUYH��WKH�0RQWHUH\�
Bay Aquarium, Hakai Institute, San 
)UDQFLVFR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��6DQ�'LHJR�
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��&DOLIRUQLD�3RO\WHFKQLF�
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�
DW�'DYLV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�DW�
6DQWD�&UX]�DQG�'XNH�8QLYHUVLW\�

To read the study, go to PeerJ — the 
Journal of Life and Environmental 
Sciences��D�SHHU�UHYLHZHG�DQG�
RSHQ�DFFHVV�MRXUQDO�WKDW�SXEOLVKHV�
SULPDU\�UHVHDUFK�DQG�UHYLHZV�LQ�
ELRORJ\��OLIH�VFLHQFHV��HQYLURQPHQWDO�
sciences and medicine.

The researchers 
concluded that the 
San Francisco Bay 
could support about 
6,600 sea otters, 
more than twice the 
current estimated 
population of 3,000.

%UHQW�+XJKHV��DVVLVWDQW�SURIHVVRU�RI�
ELRORJ\�DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH��ZDV�WKH�OHDG�
researcher in a new study concluding 
WKDW�&DOLIRUQLD�FRXOG�PRUH�WKDQ�WULSOH�
LWV�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�VRXWKHUQ�VHD�RWWHUV�

Elkhorn Slough in Monterey 
Bay is home to a distinct 
SRSXODWLRQ�RI�VHD�RWWHUV�
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Paul Gullixson is Associate Vice President of 
Strategic Communications at SSU. He can be 
reached at paul.gullixson@sonoma.edu
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,I�D�SLFWXUH�LV�ZRUWK�D�WKRXVDQG�
ZRUGV��DQG�D�PRYLH�LV�ZRUWK�D�PLOOLRQ�
SLFWXUHV��ZKDW�WKHQ�LV�WKH�YDOXH�RI�DQ�
LQWHUDFWLYH�PRYLH�\RX�FDQ�FRQWURO"�
7R�XQGHUVWDQG�VXFK�DQ�H[SRQHQWLDOO\�
FRPSOH[�FRQFHSW�PLJKW�UHTXLUH�
DQ�DVVLVW�IURP�YLUWXDO�UHDOLW\�

ŏ$�SLFWXUH�FDQ�VKRZ�WKH�(DUWK�DQG�WKH�
sun at the same time,” says Sonoma 
6WDWH�3URIHVVRU�RI�$VWURQRP\�6FRWW�
6HYHUVRQ��ŏ:KDW�LW�FDQōW�VKRZ�LV�WKH�
Earth and sun at the same time with 
WKHLU�VL]HV��EXW�DOVR�WKHLU�GLVWDQFHV�Ő

6HYHUVRQ�XVHV�D�95�DSS�FDOOHG�
8QLYHUVH�6DQGER[�LQ�KLV�,QWURGXFWLRQ�
to Astronomy GE class, which 
DWWUDFWV�DERXW�����VWXGHQWV�SHU�
semester. Students schedule time 
LQ�WKH�9LUWXDO�,PPHUVLYH�7HDFKLQJ�
DQG�/HDUQLQJ�/DERUDWRU\�LQ�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\ōV�0DNHUVSDFH�WR�XVH�D�95�
KHDGVHW�DQG�H[SORUH�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�
SKDVHV�RI�WKH�PRRQ��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDWōV�
QRW�TXLWH�SRVVLEOH�WR�SXW�RQ�ƓOP�

ŏ2QH�ZD\�LW�FDQ�EH�G\QDPLF�LV�D�
PRYLH��RU�DQ�LQWHUDFWLYH�H[SHULHQFH��
:LWK�95��ZH�HYHQ�JHW�RQH�OHYHO�
EH\RQG�WKDW�Ő�6HYHUVRQ�DGGV��ŏ6R�
WKDWōV�PXOWLSO\LQJ�LW�E\�DQRWKHU�������

IROG��$QG�LQ�95��LWōV�WUXO\�WKUHH�
GLPHQVLRQDO�DQG�LPPHUVLYH��DQG�\RX�
KDYH�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKRVH�REMHFWV�Ő

7KH�9,7D/�/DE�RSHQHG�LQ�������
VSHDUKHDGHG�E\�(QJLQHHULQJ�6FLHQFH�
SURIHVVRU�6DUD�.DVVLV��ZKR�JRW�WKH�LGHD�
IURP�D�VLPLODU�ODE�RSHQHG�D�\HDU�SULRU�DW�
6DQ�'LHJR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��$IWHU�EHLQJ�
LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�WR�H[SODLQ�
VRPH�RI�WKH�PRUH�FRQFHSWXDO�VFLHQWLƓF�
FRQFHSWV�ZLWK�LQFUHDVHG�HIƓFLHQF\�DQG�
HIIHFWLYHQHVV��.DVVLV�VWDUWHG�ZRUNLQJ�

RQ�JHWWLQJ�WKH�WHFKQRORJ\�WR�668��7KH�
SODQQLQJ�EHJDQ�LQ�1RYHPEHU�������
DQG�WKUHH�PRQWKV�ODWHU�WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�
FODVVHV�DW�668�VLJQHG�XS�WR�XVH�YLUWXDO�
reality in their curricula, including large 
*HQHUDO�(GXFDWLRQ�FODVVHV�LQ�ELRORJ\�
DQG�DVWURQRP\��1HDUO\�����VWXGHQWV�
XVHG�WKH�WHFKQRORJ\��DQG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
semester the technology’s use was 
H[SDQGHG�LQWR�JHRORJ\��FRPSXWHU�
science and Spanish courses.

ŏ6WXGHQWV�JHW�UHDOO\�H[FLWHG�DERXW�
XVLQJ�WKLV�Ő�VD\V�.DVVLV��ŏ,�WKLQN�WKH\�JHW�
UHDOO\�H[FLWHG�EHFDXVH�LWōV�D�ZRUOG�WKH\�
ZRXOG�KDYH�QHYHU�RWKHUZLVH�JRQH�WR�Ő

6HYHUVRQ�DJUHHV��DGGLQJ�WKDW�WKH�XVH�
RI�95�FDQ�KHOS�FRPEDW�WKH�JOD]HG�H\HV�
that can crop up in a large lecture class 
GLVFXVVLQJ�KHDYLO\�FRQFHSWXDO�WRSLFV��

ŏ,I�WKH\ōUH�EHLQJ�SDVVLYH�LQ�WKH�FODVV��WKHQ�
LWōV�D�VHW�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKH\ōUH�WU\LQJ�
WR�EXLOG�XS��%XW�LI�LWōV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
they control their learning with, then 
WKH\�KDYH�D�VWDNH�LQ�LW�Ő�KH�VD\V��ŏ(LWKHU�
WKH\ōUH�EXLOGLQJ�D�PHQWDO�PRGHO�RI�
LW��RU�WKH\ōUH�OLVWLQJ�WR�LW�DV�IDFWV�WR�
OHDUQř�%XW�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�SUHGLFWLYH�
PRGHO�RI�LW��\RX�FDQ�DQVZHU�DOO�WKHVH�
TXHVWLRQV��DQG�LWōV�SRZHUIXO�Ő

Beyond books: Using virtual reality in the 
classroom to explore conceptual ideas By Nicolas Grizzle, ‘06

An Inside Look at the Hardware
:KHQ�WKH�668�0DNHUVSDFH�RSHQHG�LQ�
������D�YLUWXDO�UHDOLW\�VWDWLRQ�ZDV�IURQW�
and center. That setup included an 
+7&�9LYH�KHDGVHW�ZLWK�KHDGSKRQHV�
and handheld controllers, and a large 
WHOHYLVLRQ�VFUHHQ�IRU�RWKHUV�WR�YLHZ�
ZKDW�WKH�XVHU�ZDV�H[SHULHQFLQJ��6LQFH�
WKHQ��WKH�VSDFH�KDV�DGGHG�DQRWKHU�9LYH�
VHWXS�DQG�DQ�2FXOXV�5LIW�KHDGVHW��DOO�
RSHQ�IRU�XVH�WR�VWXGHQWV�DQG�IDFXOW\�

7KLV�W\SH�RI�YLUWXDO�UHDOLW\�WHFKQRORJ\�
completely immerses the user in the 
program. Since they can’t see or hear 
DQ\WKLQJ�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�SURJUDP��
ERXQGDULHV�DUH�SURJUDPPHG�LQWR�
the workstation that keep users 
IURP�ZDQGHULQJ�WRR�IDU�DZD\�

$QRWKHU�VXEVHW�RI�WKLV�WHFKQRORJ\�LV�
called augmented reality, which allows 
users to see and interact with layers 
RI�D�YLUWXDO�SURJUDP�MX[WDSRVHG�XSRQ�
their actual surroundings. The popular 
DSS�3RNHPRQ�*R�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�
WKLV��ZKHUH�XVHUV�WU\�WR�FDSWXUH�YLUWXDO�
characters placed in real surroundings 
as seen through a smartphone camera.

7KH�0LFURVRIW�+ROR/HQV�HPSOR\V�
WKLV�W\SH�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�DGGV�
user interaction in what is known as 
PL[HG�UHDOLW\��,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�WRWDO�
LPPHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�9LYH��LW�XVHV�D�FOHDU�
YLVRU�DQG�H[WHUQDO�VSHDNHUV�WR�NHHS�
WKH�XVHU�JURXQGHG�LQ�WKH�ŏUHDO�ZRUOG�Ő�
The HoloLens tracks where a user is 
ORRNLQJ�DQG�LV�FRQWUROOHG�E\�IDPLOLDU�
KDQG�JHVWXUHV�ŋ�VXFK�DV�FOLFNLQJ�D�
mouse or pinch-zoom motions.

New Home-
Spun Apps
+ROR/HQV�LV�VWLOO�UHODWLYHO\�QHZ�ŋ�LW�ZDV�
RQO\�UHOHDVHG�WR�GHYHORSHUV�LQ�������
DQG�668�JRW�LWV�ƓUVW�KHDGVHW�LQ�HDUO\�
������%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��WKHUH�DUHQōW�D�
ORW�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�DSSV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�
the hardware. So Kassis put together 
D�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�WR�PDNH�RQH�

ŏ6LQFH�,�WHDFK�ORZHU�GLYLVLRQ�HQJLQHHULQJ�
FRXUVHV��,�ZDQWHG�WR�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�
WKHVH�VWXGHQWV�FDQ�XVH�WR�EHWWHU�KHOS�

WKHP�YLVXDOL]H�HOHFWURQ�FXUUHQW�ŴRZ��
HOHFWULF�ƓHOGV�DQG�PDJQHWLF�ƓHOGV�ŋ�DOO�
RI�ZKLFK�DUH�LQYLVLEOH�WR�WKH�QDNHG�
H\H��DQG�DOO�RI�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�GLIƓFXOW�
IXQGDPHQWDO�FRQFHSWV�IRU�HQJLQHHULQJ�
VWXGHQWV�WR�IXOO\�JUDVS�Ő�VKH�VD\V�

The interdisciplinary team included 
WZR�FRPSXWHU�VFLHQFH�PDMRUV�ZRUNLQJ�
RQ��'�PRGHOLQJ�DQG�FRGLQJ��RQH�
HOHFWULFDO�HQJLQHHULQJ�PDMRU�ZRUNLQJ�
on the educational content, and one 
DQWKURSRORJ\�VWXGHQW�IRFXVHG�RQ�XVHU�
H[SHULHQFH�DQG�DFFHVVLELOLW\��7KH�JURXS�
presented its app at the International 
Symposium on Academic Makerspaces 
�����DW�6WDQIRUG�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�
LW�UHFHLYHG�D�SRVLWLYH�UHFHSWLRQ�DQG�
JDUQHUHG�VLJQLƓFDQW�LQWHUHVW�

95�VRIWZDUH�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�EH�D�����
ELOOLRQ�PDUNHW�E\�������DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
D�*ROGPDQ�6DFKV�VWXG\�SXEOLVKHG�
LQ�������ŏ:KDW�LI�ZH�DUH�DEOH�WR�
train our students to hit the ground 
running [in this industry] once 
WKH\�JUDGXDWH"Ő�VD\V�.DVVLV�

“Students get 
really excited 
[about Virtual 
Reality] because 
it’s a world they 
would have never 
otherwise gone to.”

— Sara Kassis
Professor of Engineering Science

Sara Kassis demonstrates the HoloLens. Her students 
GHYHORSHG�DQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�DSS�IRU�WKH�KDUGZDUH�

$VWURQRP\�SURIHVVRU�6FRWW�6HYHUVRQ�XVHV�D�95�
app in his introduction to astronomy class.

Illustration by Robbie Geiss, ’15 

Understanding New Realities
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New 
faculty 
strengthen 
SSU
6RQRPD�6WDWH�ZHOFRPHG����QHZ�
WHQXUH�WUDFN�IDFXOW\�WR�LWV�UDQNV�WR�
EHJLQ�WKH�����������DFDGHPLF�\HDU��
6SDQQLQJ�D�YDULHW\�RI�GHSDUWPHQWV�
RQ�FDPSXV��WKHVH�QHZ�IDFXOW\�
PHPEHUV�FRPH�ZLWK�GLYHUVH�
EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�XQLTXH�VNLOO�VHWV�

ŏ6RQRPD�6WDWH�KDV�KLUHG�D�FRKRUW�RI�
WDOHQWHG�IDFXOW\�ZKR�EULQJ�D�WUXH�
commitment to our students and 
RXU�PLVVLRQ�Ő�VDLG�'U��/LVD�9ROOHQGRUI��
SURYRVW�RI�6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��ŏ,�
DP�SURXG�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKLV�JURXS�RI�
SURIHVVRUV�ZKR�ZRUN�KDUG�HYHU\�GD\�WR�
VHUYH�RXU�VWXGHQWV�WKURXJK�KLJK�TXDOLW\�
WHDFKLQJ�DQG�LQQRYDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�Ő

+HUH�DUH�RXU�QHZ�6RQRPD�6WDWH�IDFXOW\�
PHPEHUV�DQG�D�OLWWOH�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKHP��

KYLA WALTERS 
Ph.D., Sociology — University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst

Department: Sociology

Expertise or creative activities: 
Education politics, race, gender, 
ODERU�DQG�ZRUN��VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV

Fun:�5HDGLQJ�KLVWRULFDO�ƓFWLRQ��
YHQWXULQJ�RXW�IRU�GD\�KLNHV�DQG�
weekend camping trips

DAWN CANADY 
Ph.D., Curriculum and Instruction — 
University of Nevada Las Vegas

Department: Curriculum Studies 
and Secondary Education

Expertise or Creative Activities: 
Adolescent literacies, secondary 
(QJOLVK�HGXFDWLRQ��QDUUDWLYH�QRQƓFWLRQ

Fun:�)DPLO\�UHODWHG�DFWLYLWLHV��VXFK�DV�
FRRNLQJ��HDWLQJ�LV�WKH�UHDO�REMHFWLYH���
KLNLQJ��ERDWLQJ��DQG�IRU�P\VHOI��UHDGLQJ�
RU�ELQJH�ZDWFKLQJ�WHOHYLVLRQ�VHULHV

-(11,)(5�-2+1621 
Ph.D., English Education — 
Columbia University 

Department: English

Expertise or Creative Activities: 
Teaching and learning with young 
scholars and leaders and supporting 
WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�
courageously speak truth to power

Fun:�5XQQLQJ��VZLPPLQJ��UHDGLQJ��
listening to hip-hop music, hiking, 
ERZOLQJ��GDQFLQJ��SUDFWLFLQJ�\RJD�
DQG�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�IDPLO\

$/(;$1'5$�0,//(5 
Ph.D., Physics — UC Santa Barbara

Department: Physics

Fun: Playing soccer and strategy 
ERDUG�JDPHV��URFN�FOLPELQJ��
running, cycling and tasting wine

JAMES LEE 
Ph.D., Physics — University of Illinois

Department:�3K\VLFV�$VWURQRP\

Expertise or creative activities: Physics 
and materials science, specialties in 
PDJQHWLF�PDWHULDOV��VXSHUFRQGXFWLYLW\�
and X-ray interactions with matter

Fun:�5HDGLQJ��SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�
my cats and walking

KEVIN NGUYEN 
Ph.D., STEM Education — 
University of Texas at Austin

Department: Hutchins

Fun: Playing and watching soccer, 
paddling canoes or kayaks and 
SOD\LQJ�YLGHR�RU�ERDUG�JDPHV�

/,6$�+8$ 
Ph.D., Cell and Molecular 
Biology — Tulane University

Department: Biology

Expertise or Creative Activities: 
0ROHFXODU�FHOO�ELRORJ\�DQG�
GHYHORSPHQWDO�ELRORJ\

Fun:�6SHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�IDPLO\�
LQFOXGLQJ�P\�ZRQGHUIXO�KXVEDQG�
DQG�WZR�OLYHO\�GDXJKWHUV��
-RVHSKLQH�DQG�2OLYLD

“Sonoma State 
has hired 
a cohort of 
talented faculty 
who bring a true 
commitment to 
our students and 
our mission.”

— Dr. Lisa Vollendorf
SSU Provost

%5<$1�%85721 
Ph.D., Criminology, Law & Society 

— University of California, Irvine

Department: Criminology and 
Criminal Justice Studies

Fun:�+LNLQJ�DQG�H[SORULQJ�QDWLRQDO�
SDUNV��SOD\LQJ�DQG�ZDWFKLQJ�EDVNHWEDOO�
DQG�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�DQG�WUDYHOLQJ

/,6(/�085'2&.�3(55,(5$ 
Ph.D.  — Stanford Graduate 
School of Education

Department: Early Childhood Studies

Expertise or Creative Activities: Early 
FKLOGKRRG�OLWHUDWXUH�IRU�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��
ODQJXDJH�DQG�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�HDUO\�
childhood and elementary school

Fun:�5RFNLQJ�RXW�ZLWK�P\���\HDU�ROG�
VRQ�DQG�P\�KXVEDQG��:H�DUH�WKH�
8QVWRSSDEOH�03V��0XUGRFN�3HUULHUDV��
and are generally together outside.

GINA BALERIA 
Ed.D., Educational Leadership 
& Digital Communication — San 
Francisco State University

Department: Communications 
and Media Studies

Expertise or Creative Activities: 
Digital media and news literacy, digital 
GHVLJQ�DQG�FRQWHQW�GHOLYHU\��PHGLD�
writing, podcasting and radio

Fun: Hiking, reading, swing dancing, 
WUDYHOLQJ�DQG�KDQJLQJ�RXW�ZLWK�IDPLO\
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-RV«�-��+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD��ERUQ�
���\HDUV�DJR�LQ�3XHUWR�5LFR��
grew up amid hurricanes.

,Q�������WKH�VWRUP�QDPHG�+XJR�
VSRLOHG�KLV�ƓUVW�ELUWKGD\�SDUW\��DQ�
HYHQW�KH�GRHVQōW�UHPHPEHU�

But he recalls Hurricane Hortense 
ŴRRGLQJ�KLV�KRPHWRZQ�RI�$UHFLER�
LQ�������ZKHQ�WKH�IDPLO\�KRPH�ZDV�
VDIHO\�XSVORSH�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQRXV�
LVODQG��FURZQHG�E\�WKH�ZRUOGōV�
VHFRQG�ODUJHVW�UDGLR�WHOHVFRSH�b

7KHQ�FDPH�+XUULFDQH�*HRUJHV�LQ�������
ZKHQ�+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD��WKHQ�����DQG�KLV�
IDPLO\�KXGGOHG�LQVLGH�DV�ZLQGV�VKRRN�
their home and electricity sparked 
IURP�EURNHQ�SRZHU�OLQHV�RXWVLGH��$�
QHLJKERUKRRG�FKXUFK�ZDV�VPDVKHG�
DJDLQVW�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�E\�WKH�&DWHJRU\�
��WHPSHVW�WKDW�ZDV�3XHUWR�5LFRōV�ZRUVW�
ŋ�XQWLO�+XUULFDQH�0DULD�VWUXFN�ZLWK�
XQVXUSDVVHG�IXU\�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������

+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD��D�JHRJUDSKHU�
climatologist whose specialty is 
H[WUHPH�ZHDWKHU�HYHQWV��KDG�MXVW�
VHWWOHG�LQ�DV�DQ�DVVLVWDQW�SURIHVVRU�

DQG�&OLPDWH�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU�GLUHFWRU�
DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��,W�KDG�
EHHQ����\HDUV�VLQFH�WKH�ODVW�PDMRU�
hurricane, Georges, impacted Puerto 
5LFR��DQG�+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD�ZDQWHG�
to know how climate change might 
KDYH�LPSDFWHG�WKHLU�IUHTXHQF\�

What he and a colleague learned was 
XQVXUSULVLQJ��EXW�D�ELW�XQVHWWOLQJ�

7KHLU�VWXG\��SXEOLVKHG�LQ�0DUFK�LQ�
WKH�MRXUQDO�Geophysical Research 
Letters, concluded that a warming 
FOLPDWH�KDG�PDGH�HYHQWV�OLNH�0DULD�

SSU scientist ties 
strong hurricanes 
to climate change

3$75,&.�-2+1621 
Ph.D., Education — University 
of California, Berkeley

Department: American 
Multicultural Studies 

Expertise or Creative Activities: 
Black Media Cultures

Fun: Listening to podcasts

TERESA NGUYEN 
Ph.D., Clinical Psychology — UCLA

Department: Psychology

Expertise or creative activities: 
Clinical psychology, couple 
therapy, sociodemographic 
VWUHVV�DQG�ULVN�IDFWRUV�

Fun:�5HDGLQJ�DQG�VZLQJ�GDQFLQJ

1$1621*�:8 
Ph.D., Electrical Engineering — Florida 
International University, Miami, Fla

Department: Engineering Science

Expertise or Creative Activities: 
Wireless sensor networks

668�3URIHVVRU�-RV«�-��+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD��&OLPDWH�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU�
GLUHFWRU��FR�DXWKRUHG�D�SDSHU�WKDW�IRXQG�D�ZDUPLQJ�FOLPDWH�KDV�PDGH�
GHYDVWDWLQJ�KXUULFDQHV�QHDUO\�ƓYH�WLPHV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�����V�

+XUULFDQH�0DULD�UDYDJHG�
3XHUWR�5LFR�LQ������

By Guy Kovner
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7+(5(6$�%8558(/�6721( 
Ph.D., Language, Literacy, and 
Culture — UC Berkeley

Department: English

Expertise or Creative Activities: 
5DFH�DQG�ZKLWHQHVV��FODVVURRP�
discourse, language socialization 
and settler colonialism 

Fun:�6SHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�IDPLO\��
GDQFLQJ�DQG�EHLQJ�LQ�QDWXUH

<$-8$1�ŏ9,9,$1Ő�;,$1* 
Ph.D., Early Childhood Education — The 
State University of New York at Buffalo 

Department: Early Childhood Studies 

Expertise or Creative Activities: Early 
FKLOGKRRG�HGXFDWLRQ��PXOWLFXOWXUDO�
SDUHQWLQJ��HDUO\�ELOLQJXDO�HGXFDWLRQ��
early childhood teacher education

Fun:�6SHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�IDPLOLHV��
hiking, cooking and reading

1$',<$�3$5(.+ 
Ph.D., Management — National 
Institute of Technology, Calicut, India

Department: Business Administration 

Expertise or Creative Activities: 
Social entrepreneurship and 
VRFLDO�LPSDFW�LQYHVWPHQW

Fun: Writing
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QHDUO\�ƓYH�WLPHV�PRUH�SUREDEOH�
WKDQ�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�����V�

7KH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�
KXUULFDQH�DFWLYLW\�KDG�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�
E\�RWKHU�VWXGLHV��EXW�EULQJLQJ�LW�
literally home made an impact, said 
+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD��D�6DQWD�5RVD�UHVLGHQW�
who sometimes commutes to the 
5RKQHUW�3DUN�FDPSXV�E\�ELF\FOH�

+H�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�KDYH�VRPH����bUHODWLYHV�
LQ�3XHUWR�5LFR��DQ�LVODQG�DERXW�
������PLOHV�VRXWKHDVW�RI�0LDPL�
VTXDUHO\�LQ�WKH�SDWK�RI�KXUULFDQHV�
VSDZQHG�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�EDVLQ�b

ŏ:HōUH�ZRUULHG�Ő�+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD�
VDLG��VLWWLQJ�LQ�KLV�VSDUVHO\�IXUQLVKHG��
ZKLWH�ZDOOHG�RIƓFH�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�ŴRRU�RI�
6WHYHQVRQ�+DOO��ŏ:H�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�
PRUH�RI�WKHVH�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�Ő

The study concluded that a 
warming climate had made 
events like Maria nearly five 
times more probable than 
they were in the 1950s.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Lisa Ferdinando, U.S. Coast Guard
Tech. Sgt. Larry E. Reid Jr., U.S. Air Force

3XHUWR�5LFR�VXIIHUHG�PRUH�WKDQ�����PLOOLRQ�LQ�GDPDJHV�IURP�+XUULFDQH�0DULD�LQ������

Hurricane Maria was a monster, 
WKH�ZRUVW�E\�IDU�RI�WKH�����VWRUPV�
WKDW�KDYH�LPSDFWHG�3XHUWR�5LFR�
VLQFH�������EDVHG�RQ�GDWD�IURP����
weather stations cited in the study.

ŏ0DULD�ZDV�RII�WKH�FKDUWV�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�Ő�
KH�VDLG��EULQJLQJ�XS�PXOWLFRORUHG�
precipitation maps on his computer 
monitor, with a diagonal line 
tracing the storm’s track across the 
������VTXDUH�PLOH�LVODQG��DERXW�
WKH�VL]H�RI�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\�

2IƓFLDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�D�&DWHJRU\���
hurricane, Maria packed wind gusts at 
D�&DWHJRU\���OHYHO�RI�����PSK�RU�PRUH��
+RYHULQJ�QHDU�DQG�RYHU�WKH�LVODQG�IRU�
three days, the storm dropped up to 
���LQFKHV�RI�UDLQ��WULJJHULQJ�WKRXVDQGV�
RI�ODQGVOLGHV�LQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�

7KH�KXUULFDQHōV�H\H�OLQJHUHG�IRU����
KRXUV�RYHU�3XHUWR�5LFR��VXUURXQGHG�

E\�D�WKLFN�ULQJ�ŋ�FDOOHG�WKH�H\H�ZDOO�
ŋ�SDFNLQJ�WKH�VWURQJHVW�ZLQGV�DQG�
UDLQ��,W�UDQ�ULJKW�RYHU�$UHFLER��DQG�
Hernández Ayala, monitoring its 
SDWK��KDG�UHSHDWHGO\�ZDUQHG�IULHQGV�
DQG�UHODWLYHV�WKHUH�RI�WKH�SHULO�

ŏ0\�ZLIH�ZDV�MXVW�JRLQJ�FUD]\�Ő�KH�
VDLG��EHFDXVH�KHU�IDPLO\�ZDV�UHOXFWDQW�
WR�HYDFXDWH��7KH\�OHIW�LQ�WLPH�DIWHU�
KLV�ƓQDO�ZDUQLQJ��ŏ*HW�RXW�QRZ�Ő

Maria unleashed unprecedented 
ŴRRGLQJ�WKDW�VZDPSHG�WKHLU�KRPH�LQ�
���IHHW�RI�ZDWHU��7KH�FRQFUHWH�VWUXFWXUH�
ZDV�EXLOW�IRU�ZLOG�ZHDWKHU�DQG�VXUYLYHG��
EXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQVLGH�ZDV�UXLQHG�

7KH�PHJDVWRUP�YLUWXDOO\�GHVWUR\HG�
the electrical grid and municipal water 
VXSSOLHV�IRU�����PLOOLRQ�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�
D�QDWLRQ�ZLWK�D����SHUFHQW�SRYHUW\�
UDWH�DQG�D�PHGLDQ�LQFRPH�RI�OHVV�
WKDQ���������D�\HDU��PDNLQJ�WKH�

8�6��WHUULWRU\�SRRUHU�WKDQ�0LVVLVVLSSL��
WKH�OHDVW�ZHOO�RII�RI�WKH����VWDWHV�

+LJK�ZLQGV�VWULSSHG�YHJHWDWLRQ�
IURP�WKH�JURXQG��PDNLQJ�WKH�
DIWHUPDWK�ŏORRN�OLNH�D�QXFOHDU�ERPE�
(had hit),” Hernández Ayala said.

7KH�GHDWK�WROO�IURP�0DULD��LQLWLDOO\�OLVWHG�
DW�����KDV�VLQFH�EHHQ�RIƓFLDOO\�HVWLPDWHG�
DW�������OLYHV��PDNLQJ�LW�WKH�GHDGOLHVW�
QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHU�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQ�D�
FHQWXU\��'DPDJH�IURP�0DULD�LQ�3XHUWR�
5LFR�DQG�WKH�8�6��9LUJLQ�,VODQGV�LV�OLVWHG�
DW�����ELOOLRQ��GZDUƓQJ�WKH�HVWLPDWHG�
���ELOOLRQ�FRVW�RI�+XUULFDQH�*HRUJHV�

5HFHQW�VWXGLHV�ŋ�FLWHG�E\�+HUQ£QGH]�
$\DOD�DQG�FR�DXWKRU�'DYLG�.HHOOLQJV�
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$ODEDPD�ŋ�KDG�
HVWDEOLVKHG�D�OLNHO\�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�$WODQWLF�KXUULFDQHV�
and human-induced climate change. 
$�VWXG\�E\�UHVHDUFKHUV�DW�8QLYHUVLW\�

RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�VDLG�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH�KDG�OLNHO\�LQFUHDVHG�UDLQIDOO�IURP�
+XUULFDQH�+DUYH\��ZKLFK�KDPPHUHG�
WKH�7H[DV�FRDVW�LQ�������E\�DW�ODVW�����b

The connection is natural, since rising 
VHD�VXUIDFH�WHPSHUDWXUHV�DUH�D�NH\�
FRPSRQHQW�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��:DUP�
ZDWHU�IXHOV�KXUULFDQHV�DQG�SURPRWHV�
HYDSRUDWLRQ��DGGLQJ�PRLVWXUH�WR�WKH�
DLU�WKDW�FRPHV�GRZQ�DV�UDLQIDOO�

6HD�VXUIDFH�WHPSHUDWXUHV�GXULQJ�
the hurricane season in the area 
ZKHUH�$WODQWLF�VWRUPV�IRUP�URVH�MXVW�
RYHU����EHWZHHQ������DQG�������D�
GLIIHUHQFH�+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD�VDLG�
GRHVQōW�VHHP�OLNH�PXFK�EXW�LW�ŏSURPRWHV�
D�PRUH�IDYRUDEOH�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�
WURSLFDO�F\FORQHV�WR�GHYHORS�Ő

+LV�VWXG\�IRXQG�0DULD�ZDV�3XHUWR�
5LFRōV�ZHWWHVW�VWRUP�LQ����\HDUV��EXW�
KH�ZDQWHG�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�IXWXUH�

ZRXOG�EH�LQ�D�ZDUPLQJ�FOLPDWH�

3OXJJLQJ�LQ�YDULDEOHV��VXFK�DV�DLU�DQG�
RFHDQ�VXUIDFH�WHPSHUDWXUH��FORXG�
FRYHU�DQG�DWPRVSKHULF�FDUERQ�GLR[LGH��
HQDEOHG�KLP�DQG�.HHOOLQJV�WR�FDOFXODWH�
that long-term climate trends had 
LQFUHDVHG�WKH�SUREDELOLW\�RI�VWRUPV�OLNH�
0DULD�E\�D�IDFWRU�WKH\�HVWLPDWHG�DW������

ŏ7KHVH�UHVXOWV�SODFH�0DULD�SURPLQHQWO\�
LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�H[WUHPH�VWRUPV�
WKDW�KDYH�LPSDFWHG�3XHUWR�5LFR�DQG�
LQGLFDWH�WKDW�VXFK�HYHQWV�DUH�EHFRPLQJ�
increasingly likely,” their report said.

Photo and story reprinted by permission 
from The Press Democrat
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:KHQ�/\QQH�0RUURZ�ORRNV�EDFN�RQ�
KHU����\HDUV�DV�WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
9RLFH�DQG�2SHUD�0XVLF�7KHDWUH�
Programs at Sonoma State, it’s hard 
IRU�KHU�WR�QDPH�MXVW�RQH�KLJKOLJKW��
+RZHYHU��RQH�VKH�KROGV�HVSHFLDOO\�
close is her annual opera music 
theater production, which has shown 
SHUIRUPDQFHV�VXFK�DV�ŏ7KH�0DJLF�
)OXWHŐ�DQG�WKH�ŏ)LGGOHU�RQ�WKH�5RRI�Ő

ŏ,WōV�P\�IDYRULWH�WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�
GR�Ő�VDLG�0RUURZ��ŏ,�KDYH�KDG�WKH�JUHDW�
IRUWXQH�RI�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�FROOHDJXHV�

WKDW�,�ORYH��7KH\�KDYH�EHHQ�JUHDW�
WHDFKHUV�IRU�P\�VWXGHQWV��DQG�WKDW�LV�
DOZD\V�WKH�KLJKOLJKW�RI�P\�\HDU�WR�GR�
WKH�FROODERUDWLYH�ZRUN�WKDW�,�ORYH�Ő

$IWHU�DOPRVW�WZR�GHFDGHV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�
LQ�668ōV�0XVLF�'HSDUWPHQW��0RUURZ�
LV�UHWLULQJ�IURP�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZKHUH�
VKH�ZLOO�OHDYH�EHKLQG�D�ORQJ�OLVW�RI�
accomplishments and countless 
students whom she has impacted. 
ŏ,ōP�UHDOO\�JRLQJ�WR�PLVV�P\�VWXGHQWV��
MXVW�WDONLQJ�WR�WKHP�DQG�EHLQJ�
around them,” said Morrow.

Grammy-nominated 
voice director retiring 
after two decades By Katie Beermann, ‘15 

& Nate Galvan, ‘18

$V�PXVLF�GLUHFWRU�IRU�WKLV�\HDUōV�
SURGXFWLRQ�RI�Candide, Lynne 
Morrow spent many hours 
FRDFKLQJ�VWXGHQW�YRFDOLVWV�
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ŏ/\QQH�0RUURZ�KDV�LQVSLUHG�D�
JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHDFK�IRU�WKH�
KLJKHVW�VWDQGDUGV�RI�PXVLFLDQVKLS�Ő�VDLG�
+ROOLV�5REELQV��GHDQ�RI�WKH�6FKRRO�RI�
$UWV�DQG�+XPDQLWLHV��ŏ6KH�KDV�GRQH�
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�ZRUN�LQ�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�EURDGHU�%D\�$UHD�FRPPXQLW\�WR�
LQYLWH�GLYHUVH�DQG�WDOHQWHG�\RXQJ�
musicians to study at Sonoma State.”

0RUURZ�KDV�DOZD\V�FRQVLGHUHG�KHUVHOI�
D�PXVLFLDQ��)URP�WKH�WLPH�VKH�EHJDQ�
WR�SOD\�WKH�SLDQR�LQ�KHU�KRPHWRZQ�RI�
%HUNHOH\�DW�WKH�DJH�RI����WR�JURZLQJ�

up in a church that had endless 
DPRXQWV�RI�D�FDSHOOD�VLQJLQJ��PXVLF�
KDV�SOD\HG�D�PDMRU�UROH�LQ�KHU�OLIH��
0RUURZ�FUHGLWV�KHU�XSEULQJLQJ�IRU�
GHYHORSLQJ�KHU�SDVVLRQ�LQ�PXVLF�

ŏ,�ZDV�DW�P\�JUDQGPRWKHUōV�KRXVH�
DOPRVW�HYHU\�GD\�ZLWK�P\�IDPLO\��DQG�
I told my grandmother I wanted to 
SOD\�WKH�SLDQR�Ő�VDLG�0RUURZ��ŏ7KDWōV�
ZKHQ�,�EHFDPH�D�PXVLFLDQ��,�FDQ�VWLOO�
UHPHPEHU�WKH�ƓUVW�VRQJ�,�SOD\HG�
DW�P\�ƓUVW�UHFLWDO��Ō0\�1HZ�+DW�ō�Ő

'HVSLWH�KHU�SDVVLRQ�IRU�PXVLF��ZKHQ�
0RUURZ�ZDV�DFFHSWHG�DW�6WDQIRUG�
8QLYHUVLW\�VKH�HQUROOHG�DV�D�SUH�PHG�
VWXGHQW�DIWHU�KLJK�VFKRRO�EHFDXVH�VKH�
was interested in analytical thinking, 
something she said music and science 
KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ��+RZHYHU��VKH�DOVR�
FKRVH�VFLHQFH�EHFDXVH�VKH�XQGHUVWRRG�
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�EHLQJ�DQ�$IULFDQ�
American pursuing a career in classical 
PXVLF��:KLOH�0RUURZ�HYHQWXDOO\�
EHFDPH�D�PXVLF�PDMRU�GXULQJ�KHU�
ODVW�\HDU�DQG�D�KDOI�DW�6WDQIRUG��WKLV�
FRQWULEXWHG�WR�KHU�PRVWO\�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�
computer programing until her oldest 
daughter was a senior in high school.

ŏ0\�VLVWHU�KDV�WZR�GHJUHHV�IURP�
Julliard and couldn’t do the work 
WKDW�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�EHFDXVH�RI�
UDFLVP�LQ�$PHULFD�LQ�WKH�Ō��V�DQG�Ō��V�Ő�
VDLG�0RUURZ��ŏ,�VSHQW�P\�\HDUV�DV�D�
computer programmer when I was 
\RXQJ�EHFDXVH�EHLQJ�D�EODFN�ZRPDQ�
FRQGXFWLQJ�MXVW�ZDVQōW�D�WKLQJ�Ő

But with her children getting older, 
VKH�GHFLGHG�WR�LPPHUVH�KHUVHOI�LQ�
PXVLF�IXOO�WLPH��6R�0RUURZ�UHFHLYHG�
KHU�PDVWHUōV�GHJUHH�IURP�&68�(DVW�
Bay where she also taught at the 
3HUIRUPLQJ�$UWV�+LJK�6FKRRO�LQ�
2DNODQG��$IWHUZDUG��VKH�DWWHQGHG�
,QGLDQD�8QLYHUVLW\�%ORRPLQJWRQ�WR�JHW�
KHU�3K�'��WKURXJK�D�&68�IHOORZVKLS�
IRU�ZRPHQ�LQ�QRQWUDGLWLRQDO�FDUHHUV�
EHIRUH�FRPLQJ�WR�6RQRPD�6WDWH�IXOO�
WLPH�LQ�������ŏ,�IHOW�YHU\�IRUWXQDWH�
to end up landing here,” she said.

0RUURZōV�DELOLW\�WR�WHDFK�PXVLF�KDV�
JRQH�EH\RQG�6RQRPD�6WDWH�DV�VKH�LV�D�
IDPLOLDU�ƓJXUH�LQ�WKH�%D\�$UHD��6KH�KDV�
EHHQ�FKRUXV�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�2DNODQG�

6\PSKRQ\�&KRUXV�VLQFH������DQG�
KDV�EHHQ�WKH�PXVLF�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
PXVLFDO�HQVHPEOH�3DFLƓF�(GJH�9RLFHV�
IRU�MXVW�DV�ORQJ��1RZ�LQ�LWV���WK�\HDU��
0RUURZ�SODQV�WR�UHWLUH�IURP�KHU�UROH�
ZLWK�3DFLƓF�(GJH�9RLFHV�DW�WKH�HQG�
RI�WKH�\HDU��6KH�OHDYHV�KDYLQJ�KHOSHG�
EULQJ�WKH�FKRUXV�WR�QHZ�KHLJKWV�DQG�
not to mention a Grammy nomination.

,Q�������0RUURZ�ZDV�DSSURDFKHG�WR�
GR�D�UHQGLWLRQ�RI�/HRQDUG�%HUQVWHLQōV�
ŏ0DVV�Ő�D�PXVLFDO�SURGXFWLRQ�VKH�NQHZ�
YHU\�ZHOO�GXH�WR�WKH�IDFW�VKH�KDG�WR�
conduct the piece during her time at 
,8�%ORRPLQJWRQ��ŏ0\�WHDFKHU�ZDV�JRQH�
LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZHHN�IRU�DQ�DXGLWLRQ�

IRU�DQRWKHU�MRE��VR�,�FRQGXFWHG�WKH�
SLHFH�Ő�VKH�VDLG��ŏ,�OLWHUDOO\�GLG�QRW�
VOHHS�IRU�IRXU�PRQWKV��,�ODLG�GRZQ��,�
FORVHG�P\�H\HV��EXW�,�GLGQōW�VOHHS��,�
knew that piece cold,” she said.

$IWHU�D�\HDU�RI�SUHSDULQJ��0RUURZ�DQG�
3DFLƓF�(GJH�9RLFHV�WUDYHOHG�WR�%HUOLQ�
IRU�WZR�FRQFHUWV�SHUIRUPLQJ�ŏ0DVVŐ�
DQG�D�IHZ�UHFRUGLQJ�VHVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�
GD\V�IROORZLQJ��0RUURZ�VDLG�VKH�GLG�
not know the record company had 
VXEPLWWHG�WKHLU�SLHFH�IRU�D�*UDPP\�
XQWLO�D�PRQWK�EHIRUH�WKH�DZDUG�
FHUHPRQ\�LQ�)HEUXDU\�������0RUURZ�
VDLG�WKH�ZKROH�H[SHULHQFH�ZDV�
VRPHWKLQJ�VKH�ZLOO�UHPHPEHU�IRUHYHU�

ŏ+HUH�ZH�DUH��VLWWLQJ�LQ�WKH�FHUHPRQ\�
URRP��DQG�WKH\�JHW�WR�WKH�ŏ%HVW�&KRUDO�
3HUIRUPDQFHŐ�FDWHJRU\�DQG�VWDUW�

DQQRXQFLQJ�WKH�QDPHV�IRU�/HRQDUG�
%HUQVWHLQōV�ŏ0DVVŐ�DQG�WKH\�VD\�ŌDQG�
in the orchestra, Lynne Morrow.’ I 
VDLG��Ō,ōP�GRQH�QRZ��P\�QDPH�KDV�
EHHQ�FDOOHG�DW�WKH�*UDPP\V�ō�,W�
ZDV�VXSHU�H[FLWLQJ�Ő�VKH�VDLG�

$W�668��0RUURZ�KDV�ZRUNHG�FORVHO\�
ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�LQ�ERWK�WKH�0XVLF�DQG�
Theatre Arts and Dance departments. 
Although she is retiring, she will still 
EH�DURXQG��0RUURZ�ZLOO�EH�SDUW�RI�
WKH�)DFXOW\�(DUO\�5HWLUHPHQW�3URJUDP�
IRU�ƓYH�\HDUV��ZKLFK�DOORZV�WHQXUHG�
IDFXOW\�WR�FRQWLQXH�WHDFKLQJ�DIWHU�
retirement. Meanwhile, her music and 
WKHDWHU�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZDV�VKRZQ�RQFH�
again this spring as she continued her 
direction in the Music department’s 
WKHDWHU�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�Candide.�ŏ0\�
VWXGHQWV�DUH�GRLQJ�EHDXWLIXOO\�Ő�VDLG�
0RUURZ��ŏ,ōP�WKH�DFFHVV�SRLQW�RI�
students wanting to do multiple 
WKLQJV�EHFDXVH�,�GR�PXVLF�WKHDWHU�Ő

When Morrow is done making 
an impact at Sonoma State, she 
said she hopes to create her own 
FKRUDO�RUFKHVWUD�PDVV�XVLQJ�$IULFDQ�
VSLULWXDOV�DQG�EULQJ�WKH�PDVV�WR�
GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWULHV�DQG�ZRUNVKRS�
$IULFDQ�VSLULWXDO�PXVLF��ŏ,WōV�LPSRUWDQW�
ZRUN�Ő�VKH�VDLG��ŏ/HFWXULQJ�RQ�
American Music and taking that mass 
IRU�IUHHGRP�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�Ő

“I spent my years 
as a computer 
programmer when I 
was young because 
being a black woman 
conducting just 
wasn’t a thing.”

Lynne Morrow
Professor of Music

You can reach Katie Beermann at 
beermann@sonoma.edu & Nate 
Galvan at galvanna@sonoma.edu
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2Q�D�UDLQ\�GD\�LQ�HDUO\�$SULO�������
ZLWK�QHDUO\�����SHRSOH�EXQGOHG�
inside the Student Center 
EDOOURRPV�REVHUYLQJ��6RQRPD�
State President Judy K. Sakaki 
WRRN�D�VLPSOH�EXW�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�
VWHS�IRU�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��6KH�
FRPPLWWHG�668�WR�VWHSSLQJ�
XS�LWV�JDPH�LQ�VLJQLƓFDQW�ZD\V�
WR�UHGXFH�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ōV�
FDUERQ�IRRWSULQW��LQFRUSRUDWH�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�LQ�LWV�FXUULFXOXP�
and engage with regional 
partners to heal the planet.

ŏ$V�ZH�DOO�FDQ�UHFRJQL]H��WKH�QHHG�
to address climate change through 
JUHDWHU�DQG�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
VXVWDLQDEOH�SUDFWLFHV�LV�XUJHQW�Ő�
VDLG�6DNDNL��ŏ$QG�LW�LV�GLUH�Ő

Moments later she put her signature 
to the Presidents’ Climate Leadership 
Commitment, a document originally 
GHYHORSHG�E\����XQLYHUVLW\�SUHVLGHQWV�
and chancellors and now administered 
WKURXJK�6HFRQG�1DWXUH��D�QRQSURƓW�
WKDW�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�D�TXDUWHU�FHQWXU\�
KDV�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�XQLYHUVLW\�IDFXOW\�
and administrators to integrate the 
SULQFLSOHV�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�LQ�DOO�DVSHFWV�
RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��7KH�GRFXPHQW�
RIIHUV�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�URDGPDS�
IRU�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�PLWLJDWH�DQG�
DGDSW�WR�D�FKDQJLQJ�FOLPDWH�ŋ�D�PDS�
WKDW�VHWV�KLJK�JRDOV�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�
IRU�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��LQFOXGLQJ�D�SOHGJH�
WR�DFKLHYH�FDUERQ�QHXWUDOLW\�ZLWKLQ����

By Paul Gullixson

“The need 
to address 
climate change 
through greater 
and more 
comprehensive 
sustainable 
practices is 
urgent.”

 — Judy K. Sakaki
SSU President

A Deeper 
Shade of 

Green

SSU Ups 
Its Climate 
Commitment

\HDUV��$V�&ODXGLD�/XNH��6XVWDLQDELOLW\�
3URJUDPV�GLUHFWRU�DW�668��SXW�LW��ŏ,WōV�
the most rigorous commitment a 
XQLYHUVLW\�FDQ�PDNH�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�
FDXVHV�DQG�LPSDFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�Ő

2Q�WKDW�$SULO�PRUQLQJ��DV�XQLYHUVLW\�
YLFH�SUHVLGHQWV��VWXGHQW�ERG\�OHDGHUV�
DQG�FRPPXQLW\�RIƓFLDOV�SUHVVHG�
LQ�EHKLQG�KHU��6DNDNL�DGGHG�KHU�
signature and then raised her hand 
LQ�FHOHEUDWLRQ��ŏ/HWōV�JHW�VWDUWHG�Ő�VKH�
said as the room erupted in applause.

$QG�VWDUW�LW�KDV�ŋ�LQ�P\ULDG�FRQVSLFXRXV�
and not-so-conspicuous ways.

%\�0D\��6RQRPD�6WDWH�KDG��IRU�WKH�
ƓUVW�WLPH��EDQQHG�WKH�VDOH�DQG�
GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�SODVWLF�ERWWOHV�GXULQJ�
commencement ceremonies.

%\�VXPPHU��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZDV�PDNLQJ�
SODQV�WR�UHSODFH�WKH�IHZ�UHPDLQLQJ�
JDV�SRZHUHG�JROI�FDUWV�RQ�FDPSXV�
ZLWK�HOHFWULFDO�RQHV��WDNLQJ�LQYHQWRU\�
on places to install more solar panels 
DQG�WDUJHWLQJ�URXJKO\����DFUHV�RI�
RUQDPHQWDO�ODZQ�WR�EH�UHSODFHG�ZLWK�
drought-resistant landscaping.

%\�HDUO\�IDOO��668�RIƓFLDOV�KDG�EDQQHG�
WKH�XVH�RI�JO\SKRVDWH��5RXQG8S��RQ�
campus, replacing it with organic 
RUDQJH�SHHO�KHUELFLGH��KRVWHG�D�
PDVVLYH�7RZQ�+DOO�PHHWLQJ�RQ�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH�LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�8�6��5HS��
Mike Thompson, and ascertained 
WKDW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZDV�RQ�WUDFN�WR�
HDUQ�LWV�ƓUVW�VLOYHU�67$56�UDWLQJ�IURP�
WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�$GYDQFHPHQW�
RI�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�LQ�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�
IRU�LWV�RYHUDOO�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�HIIRUWV��,Q�
������668�KDG�HDUQHG�D�EURQ]H�UDWLQJ�
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7KHQ�LQ�ODWH�2FWREHU��6RQRPD�6WDWH�WRRN�
LWV�PRVW�VLJQLƓFDQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VWHS�
to date, holding the inaugural meeting 
RI�WKH�QHZO\�IRUPHG�3UHVLGHQWōV�
6XVWDLQDELOLW\�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO��

7KH�FRXQFLO��FR�FKDLUHG�E\�&ODXGLD�/XNH�
and Craig Dawson, Sonoma State’s 
GLUHFWRU�RI�2SHUDWLRQDO�6XVWDLQDELOLW\��
LV�FRPSRVHG�RI�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�
IURP�DFURVV�FDPSXV��LQFOXGLQJ�
VWXGHQWV��IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDII��&RPPLWWHH�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�GLUHFWO\�
WR�3URYRVW�/LVD�9ROOHQGRUI�DQG�-R\FH�
/RSHV��YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
DQG�)LQDQFH��WKH�3UHVLGHQWōV�&DELQHW�
VSRQVRUV�DQG�DGYLVRUV�WR�WKH�FRXQFLO�

ŏ,WōV�D�YHU\�VSHFLƓF�IUDPHZRUN�WKDW�
we agreed to sign onto, and it’s 
UHDO�Ő�9ROOHQGRUI�WROG�WKH�$FDGHPLF�
6HQDWH�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�IDOO�VHPHVWHU��ŏ,WōV�
H[FLWLQJ��EXW�LW�DOVR�PHDQV�WKDW�WKHUHōV�
JRLQJ�WR�EH�ZRUN�IRU�DOO�RI�XV�WR�EH�
WKLQNLQJ�GLIIHUHQWO\�DQG�WRJHWKHU�DERXW�
KRZ�ZH�H[SUHVV�RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�GR�Ő

'XULQJ�WKH�LQDXJXUDO�PHHWLQJ�RI�
WKH�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO�
RQ�2FW������3URYRVW�9ROOHQGRUI�DQG�
Vice President Lopes welcomed the 
PHPEHUV��JDYH�WKHP�WKHLU�FKDUJH�DQG�
made clear that they had the support 
RI�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�WKH�&DELQHW�WR�
QRW�MXVW�PDNH�VPDOO�PRGHUDWLRQV�WR�WKH�
XQLYHUVLW\ōV�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�HIIRUWV�EXW�WR�
PDNH�ŏWUDQVIRUPDWLRQDO�FKDQJHŐ�LQ�KRZ�
6RQRPD�6WDWH�RSHUDWHV�DW�DOO�OHYHOV��

$V�LI�WR�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�QHHG��WKH�
PHHWLQJ�RFFXUUHG�RQH�GD\�EHIRUH�
WKH�FDPSXV�FORVHG�IRU�D�ZHHN�GXH�WR�
planned power outages and impacts 
IURP�WKH�.LQFDGH�ƓUH�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�
Sonoma County. It was the second 
WLPH�WKDW�PRQWK�WKDW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�
KDG�EHHQ�IRUFHG�WR�FORVH�GXH�WR�WKH�
3*	(�3XEOLF�6DIHW\�3RZHU�6KXWRIIV�

7KH�ƓUHV��HYDFXDWLRQV�DQG�SRZHU�
VKXWRIIV�ŏDUH�MXVW�DQRWKHU�VLJQDO�DV�
WR�ZK\�ZH�QHHG�WR�EH�ZRUNLQJ�VR�
GLOLJHQWO\�RQ�WKHVH�DUHDV�RI�UHVLOLHQFH�Ő�
VDLG�-XGLWK�)RUG��D�SRVWGRFWRUDO�
IHOORZ�ZLWK�668ōV�&HQWHU�IRU�
(QYLURQPHQWDO�,QTXLU\�DQG�PHPEHU�
RI�WKH�FRXQFLOōV�OHDGHUVKLS�WHDP��

7KH�FRXQFLOōV�ƓUVW�WDVN�ZLOO�EH�WR�GUDIW�
goals, indicators and tactical plans to 
DFKLHYH�HDFK�RI�SLOODUV�RI�WKH�&OLPDWH�
Commitment (see sidebar at left). This 
work with culminate in a Climate Action 
3ODQ�IRU�668�ZLWKLQ�WKH�QH[W�WKUHH�\HDUV��
7KH�FRXQFLO�DOVR�ZLOO�EH�RYHUVHHLQJ�WKH�
FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�DQ�LQYHQWRU\�RI�6RQRPD�
State’s greenhouse gas emissions and a 
V\VWHP�WR�WUDFN�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ōV�SURJUHVV�
in seeing those emissions reduced.

Campus leaders are quick to note 
WKDW�QRQH�RI�WKLV�LV�WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�
WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�LV�VWDUWLQJ�IURP�VFUDWFK�
LQ�WKHVH�HQGHDYRUV��)DU�IURP�LW��$V�
3UHVLGHQW�6DNDNL�VWDWHG�IURP�WKH�
RXWVHW��6RQRPD�6WDWH�KDV�EHHQ�ŏD�
ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ�OHDGHU�LQ�VXVWDLQDELOLW\Ő�
LQ�SURJUDPV�DQG�DFDGHPLFV��ŏ2XU�
VWXGHQWV�WKHPVHOYHV�ŋ�RIWHQ�LQ�

Leading the 
charge for change
President Sakaki had announced 
WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�
$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO�LQ�$XJXVW�������
noting that the panel would 
RYHUVHH�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ōV�ZRUN�RQ�
WKH�WKUHH�NH\�DUHDV�ŋ�RU�ŏSLOODUVŐ�
ŋ�RI�WKH�&OLPDWH�&RPPLWPHQW�

Achieving carbon neutrality 
IRU�HOHFWULFLW\�SRZHUHG�FDPSXV�

RSHUDWLRQV�EHIRUH������

Integrating sustainability and 
UHVLOLHQFH�LQWR�668�FXUULFXOXP�DQG�
UHVHDUFK�DQG�VWXGHQW�H[SHULHQFH�

Collaborating with surrounding 
communities and partners 
WR�EXLOG�UHVLOLHQFH�WR�FOLPDWH�

change throughout the region.

“The fires, evacuations and power 
shutoffs are just another signal as 
to why we need to be working so 
diligently on these areas of resilience.”

— Judith Ford
Center for Environmental Inquiry, postdoctoral fellow

SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�RXU�IDFXOW\�DQG�
VWDII�ŋ�KDYH�KDUQHVVHG�WKHLU�
WUHPHQGRXV�HQHUJ\�DQG�YLVLRQ�WR�
make our campus greener and 
WR�PDNH�RXU�XQLYHUVLW\�D�QDWLRQDO�
PRGHO�IRU�VXVWDLQDEOH�SUDFWLFHV�Ő

)URP�D�SROLF\�SHUVSHFWLYH��WKH�
XQLYHUVLW\ōV�HIIRUWV�GDWH�EDFN�WR�EHIRUH�
�����ZKHQ�6RQRPD�6WDWH�DGRSWHG�D�
strategic plan that included among its 
FRUH�YDOXHV�ŏVXVWDLQDELOLW\��GLYHUVLW\�
and community engagement.”

,Q�WHUPV�RI�SURMHFWV�DQG�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV��VLJQV�RI�WKH�
XQLYHUVLW\ōV�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�KDYH�EHHQ�YLVLEOH�
IRU�\HDUV��IURP�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�
URRIWRS�VRODU�SDQHOV�WR�UHF\FOLQJ�
ELQV�WR�FRXUVHV�DFURVV�GLVFLSOLQHV��
research and long-standing 
HYHQWV�IRFXVHG�RQ�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�
DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DZDUHQHVV�

ŏ:HōUH�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�RWKHUV�Ő�
said Luke. While acknowledging 
that Sonoma State was not among 
WKH�ƓUVW�&68�FDPSXVHV�WR�MRLQ�WKH�
Presidents’ Climate Leadership 
&RPPLWPHQW��VKH�FODULƓHV��ŏWKH�WUXWK�
LV�ZHōYH�GRQH�D�ORW�WRZDUGV�DFKLHYLQJ�
those same goals, and I think we 
KDYH�D�PRPHQWXP�DQG�DQ�HQHUJ\�
WKDW�LV�JRLQJ�WR�VXUSDVV�WKH�HIIRUWV�
WKDW�DUH�RQ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�FDPSXVHV�Ő

6LQFH�WKH�����V��668�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�PDLQWDLQHG�D�IRRG�SURGXFLQJ�
RUJDQLF�JDUGHQ�RQ�FDPSXV��7RGD\��WKH�JDUGHQ�SURGXFHV�IUHVK��
KHDOWK\��RUJDQLF�SURGXFH�DQG�PDNHV�LW�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG�
WKURXJK�WKH�ORFDO�IRRG�EDQN��1HLJKERUV�2UJDQL]HG�$JDLQVW�+XQJHU�

&ODXGLD�/XNH��GLUHFWRU�RI�668ōV�&HQWHU�IRU�(QYLURQPHQWDO�,QTXLU\�ZDV�
UHFHQWO\�VHOHFWHG�WR�VHUYH�DV�668ōV�GLUHFWRU�RI�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�3URJUDPV�
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7KH�ƓUVW�JRDO�LV�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
RQH�ŋ�FDOFXODWLQJ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ōV�
RYHUDOO�FDUERQ�HPLVVLRQV��7KLV�
HIIRUW�LV�PDGH�GLIƓFXOW�E\�WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�KDV�QRW�
always kept good records or 
tracked energy consumption. 
But that is changing with the 
KHOS�RI�QHZ�VRIWZDUH�ŋ�DQG�
VRPH�IDFXOW\�DQG�VWXGHQWV�

3URIHVVRU�'DQLHO�6RWR�DQG�KLV�(QHUJ\�
7HFKQRORJ\�DQG�6RFLHW\�FODVV��IRU�
H[DPSOH��KDYH�DVVLVWHG�E\�PDNLQJ�VRPH�
UXGLPHQWDU\�HVWLPDWHV�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�
HQHUJ\�XVDJH�DQG�FRPELQLQJ�LW�ZLWK�
SXEOLFO\�DYDLODEOH�IRUPXODV�DQG�GDWD�WR�
JHW�D�URXJK�HVWLPDWH�RI�668ōV�RYHUDOO�
greenhouse gas emissions. Dawson 
VD\V�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�KHOSIXO�
LQ�FRPSLOLQJ�GDWD�IRU�WKH�LQYHQWRU\��
which, under the commitment, needs 
WR�EH�FRPSOHWHG�E\�$SULO���������

6RWR�VDLG�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�UHVSRQGHG�
SRVLWLYHO\�WR�WKH�H[SHULHQFH��ŏ,WōV�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�IRU�WKHP�WR�DSSO\�WKLQJV�
that are somewhat esoteric on a 
JOREDO�OHYHO�DQG�VHH�KRZ�LW�DSSOLHV�RQ�
FDPSXV�Ő�KH�VDLG��ŏ6R�VWXGHQWV�HQMR\�LW�Ő

Soto said his class is also hoping 
WR�KHOS�ZLWK�WKH�WKLUG�SKDVH�RI�WKH�
LQYHQWRU\��ZKLFK�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�GLIƓFXOW�
to calculate. These so-called Scope 
��HPLVVLRQV�FDOFXODWH�WKH�FDUERQ�
HPLVVLRQV�JHQHUDWHG�E\�WKRVH�SHRSOH��
ZKR�WUDYHO�IRU�XQLYHUVLW\�EXVLQHVV�
DQG�FRPPXWH�WR�DQG�IURP�FDPSXV�
each day, and those products, which 
WUDYHO�KHUH�IRU�FRQVXPSWLRQ��

<HW�HYHQ�DV�LW�VHHNV�WR�FDOFXODWH�LWV�
FDUERQ�IRRWSULQW��6RQRPD�6WDWH�
is working hard to reduce it.

Sustainability on Campus Steps to reducing SSU’s carbon footprint

Removal of lawn
7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�DOVR�ZLOO�EH�UHPRYLQJ�
URXJKO\����DFUHV�RI�RUQDPHQWDO�ODZQ�
around campus. One such stretch 
IURQWV�WKH�(DVW�&RWDWL�$YHQXH�VLGH�RI�
FDPSXV�ZKHUH�WKH�ODZQ�VHUYHV�QR�UHDO�
SXUSRVH��ŏ:H�KDYH�KXJH�LQLWLDWLYHV�
IRU�UHSODFLQJ�DOO�RI�WKLV�ZLWK�QDWLYH�
drought-tolerant plants,” said Dawson 
DV�KH�SRLQWHG�RXW�KRZ�IDU�WKH�VWULS�RI�
ODZQ�H[WHQGHG��ŏ:H�XVH�UHFODLPHG�
ZDWHU�IRU�WKH�LUULJDWLRQ�RQ�DOO�RI�WKLV��EXW�
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKDW��LW�LV�VWLOO�D�ORW�RI�ZDWHU��
And it’s totally unnecessary. It’s also not 
the message that we want to send.” 

New Solar Panels
668�KDV�VRODU�SDQHOV�RQ�WKH�URRIV�RI�
6DOD]DU�DQG�WKH�6WXGHQW�5HFUHDWLRQ�
&HQWHU��ZKLFK�ZHUH�LQVWDOOHG�EHJLQQLQJ�
LQ�������)DFLOLWLHV�0DQDJHPHQW�LV�QRZ�
HYDOXDWLQJ�SURSRVDOV�WR�EULQJ�DQRWKHU�
WZR�PHJDZDWWV�RI�SRZHU�ŋ�HQRXJK�WR�
SRZHU�URXJKO\�����DYHUDJH�$PHULFDQ�
KRPHV�D�GD\�ŋ�WR�FDPSXV�WKURXJK�
additional panel installations. Most 
RI�WKHP�DUH�WDUJHWHG�WR�FRYHU�VSDFHV�
LQ�3DUNLQJ�/RWV�-�DQG�)�QHDU�WKH�PDLQ�
HQWUDQFH�WR�FDPSXV��7KH�JRDO�LV�WR�KDYH�
WKHP�LQVWDOOHG�E\�WKH�VXPPHU�RI������

Increased energy efficiencies
)DFLOLWLHV�0DQDJHPHQW�FUHZV�DUH�
making mechanical and lighting 
LPSURYHPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�EXLOGLQJV�WR�
LPSURYH�HQHUJ\�HIƓFLHQFLHV��7KLV�
includes reprogramming controls within 
WKH�6WXGHQW�&HQWHU��ZKLFK�LV�H[SHFWHG�
WR�SURYLGH�VXEVWDQWLDO�VDYLQJV��7KH�
changes to air controls, temperature 
sensors and other systems will allow the 
XQLYHUVLW\�WR�SUH�FRQGLWLRQ�VSDFHV�SULRU�
WR�ELJ�HYHQWV��ŏ:HōUH�ZRUNLQJ�WRZDUGV�
automating the controls to link with the 
VFKHGXOLQJ�RI�FODVVURRPV�Ő�VDLG�'DZVRQ�

Keeping food local
668�&XOLQDU\�6HUYLFHV�UHFHQWO\�
LQVWDOOHG�QHZ�ŏ.QRZ�<RXU�)DUPHUŐ�
IRRG�WUDFNLQJ�VRIWZDUH�WKDW�DOORZV�WKH�
XQLYHUVLW\�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�
WUDFN�ZKHUH�WKH�IRRG�WKDW�LV�VHUYHG�
originates. The goal is to reduce that 
FDUERQ�IRRWSULQW�E\�EX\LQJ�PRUH�
ORFDOO\�ŋ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WR�
students and others on campus.

Stevenson Hall remodel
6WHYHQVRQ�+DOO��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ōV�ROGHVW�
DQG�ODUJHVW�DFDGHPLF�EXLOGLQJ��LV�
DERXW�WR�XQGHUJR�D�PDMRU�IDFHOLIW�WR�
modernize as well as enhance the 
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUH��7KH�JRDO�
RI�WKDW�UHPRGHOLQJ�SURMHFW��ZKLFK�LV�VHW�
WR�EHJLQ�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI�������
ZLOO�LQFOXGH�HQRXJK�LPSURYHPHQWV�
WR�HDUQ�D�/(('�*ROG�UDWLQJ�IURP�8�6��
*UHHQ�%XLOGLQJ�&RXQFLO���/RRN�IRU�PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�6WHYHQVRQ�+DOO�
SURMHFW�LQ�WKH�QH[W�HGLWLRQ�RI�Insights.)

Food waste reduction
7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�LV�WDUJHWLQJ�D�VROLG�ZDVWH�
GLVSRVDO�UDWH�RI����SHUFHQW�E\�������
6RQRPD�6WDWH�LV�FXUUHQWO\�GLYHUWLQJ������
SHUFHQW�RI�IRRG�ZDVWH��ZKLFK�WUDQVODWHV�
WR�URXJKO\�����WRQV�RI�IRRG�ZDVWH�DQG�
FRPSRVWDEOH�PDWHULDOV�WKDW�LV�NHSW�RXW�
RI�WKH�ODQGƓOO�HDFK�\HDU��$IWHU�WKDW��WKH�
JRDO�ZLOO�EH�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�
ZDVWH�VHQW�WR�WKH�ODQGƓOO�WR�]HUR��,Q�
&XOLQDU\�6HUYLFHV��SHUVRQQHO�VSHQW�WKH�
GD\�DW�6KRQH�)DUP�KDUYHVWLQJ�WR�KHOS�
VWDII�EHWWHU�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�KDUG�ZRUN�
that goes into growing produce with the 
KRSH�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�LQ�WXUQ�EH�PRUH�
FDUHIXO�DERXW�ZDVWH�GXULQJ�IRRG�SUHS�

Recycling and composting
Sonoma State employees and students 
ZLOO�VRRQ�VHH�WKUHH�QHZ�H[WHULRU�ZDVWH�
UHFHSWDFOHV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�
DURXQG�FDPSXV��7R�XQGHUVFRUH�668ōV�
priorities and messaging to those 
RQ�FDPSXV��WKH�ODUJHVW�ELQV�ZLOO�
EH�IRU�UHF\FODEOH�PDWHULDOV�DQG�IRU�
FRPSRVW��7KH�VPDOOHVW�ZLOO�EH�IRU�LWHPV�
GHVWLQHG�IRU�WKH�ODQGƓOO��0HDQZKLOH��
WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�LV�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�ORRN�
IRU�ZD\V�WR�VWHS�XS�LWV�UHF\FOLQJ�RI�
PDQ\�RWKHU�LWHPV�RQ�FDPSXV�ŋ�IURP�
FRPSXWHUV�WR�RIƓFH�IXUQLWXUH��President Judy K. Sakaki signs the Presidents’ Climate Commitment in April 

�����DV�-R\FH�/RSHV��9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�IRU�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�)LQDQFH��ORRNV�
RQ��7KH�FRPPLWPHQW�VHWV�KLJK�JRDOV�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�IRU�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�

668�'LUHFWRU�RI�2SHUDWLRQDO�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�&UDLJ�
Dawson with new EV chargers at the Student Center.
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On a Tuesday morning in 
2FWREHU��3URIHVVRU�&DLWL�
Hachmyer took class time to 
answer a student’s question 
DERXW�D�JURXS�SURMHFW��:KDW�
made the classroom encounter 
a little unusual was that it 
occurred under a cloudless sky 
DV�WKH�WZR�VWRRG�EHWZHHQ�D�
UROH�RI�NDOH�DQG�WKH�HGJH�RI�D�
parking lot, deciding where to 
put in a hedgerow. The class 
was agroecology and the setting 
was the Garden Classroom, a 
one-acre spread in the northeast 
FRUQHU�RI�6RQRPD�6WDWH��

Sustainability in 
academics and student life

“[Higher 
education must] 
be increasingly 
sensitive to 
the needs of 
the students, 
and the skill 
sets that they 
require to face 
the challenges 
they’re going 
to go out into.”

Eric Thomas
Critically acclaimed author, speaker

ŏ2.��VR�ZH�KDYH�D�&HDQRWKXV�KHUH��
ZKLFK�LV�D�&DOLIRUQLD�QDWLYH�Ő�UHVSRQGHG�
+DFKP\HU��VSRUWLQJ�D�ZLGH�EULPPHG�
EUDLGHG�VXQ�KDW��DV�VKH�WDONHG�WR�WKH�
VWXGHQWV��ŏ7KLV�JHWV�DOO�WKHVH�OLWWOH�EOXH�
ŴRZHUV�RQ�LW�ZKLFK�LV�UHDOO\�JUHDW�IRU�
SROOLQDWRUV��VR�ZH�GRQōW�ZDQW�WR�FRYHU�
that guy up. So we can start here,” she 
VD\V��SRLQWLQJ�WR�DQ�DUHD�MXVW�LQVLGH�WKH�
&DOLIRUQLD�OLODF�EXVK��ŏ$QG�WKHQ�OHWōV�
roll all the way down this white sage 
SODQW�Ő�1HDUE\��RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�
EXV\�WHDULQJ�XS�FDUGERDUG�WR�OD\�GRZQ�
DV�D�ZHHG�EDUULHU�EHIRUH�WKH�PXOFK�
ZDV�DSSOLHG�IRU�WKH�SODQWLQJ�VWULS�

Hachmyer recognizes that many 
people on campus don’t know that the 
Garden Classroom, situated outside the 
(QYLURQPHQWDO�7HFKQRORJ\�&HQWHU�RQ�
WKH�QRUWKZHVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�FDPSXV��HYHQ�
H[LVWV��%XW�VKH�QRWHV�WKDW�LW�KDV�EHHQ�
RQ�FDPSXV�VLQFH�WKH�����V�SURGXFLQJ�
PRUH�WKDQ�������SRXQGV�RI�OHWWXFH��
EHHWV��SHSSHUV��WRPDWRHV��VWUDZEHUULHV��

onions and other organic produce 
HYHU\�\HDU��,WV�SULPDU\�UROH�KDV�EHHQ�WR�
VXSSO\�IRRG�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�QHHG�WKURXJK�
WKH�ORFDO�12$+��1HLJKERUV�2UJDQL]HG�
$JDLQVW�+XQJHU��IRRG�EDQN�SURJUDP��
0RUH�UHFHQWO\��KRZHYHU��WKH�SURJUDP�
DOVR�KDV�EHHQ�WDNLQJ�WKH�IUXLWV�RI�LWV�
:HGQHVGD\�KDUYHVWV�WR�D�IRRG�SDQWU\�
RQ�FDPSXV�WKDW�LV�VHW�XS�IRU�VWXGHQWV�
ZLWK�IRRG�LQVHFXULWLHV��ŏ:KHQ�ZH�WDNH�
IRRG�WKHUH��LW�JRHV�LQ�WKH�EOLQN�RI�DQ�H\H�Ő�
+DFKPH\HU�VD\V��VQDSSLQJ�KHU�ƓQJHUV��

%XW�WKH�XOWLPDWH�JRDO�RI�WKH�*DUGHQ�
&ODVVURRP�LV�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�VSDFH�
ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�QRW�RQO\�OHDUQ�DERXW�
VXVWDLQDEOH�ODQGVFDSH�SUDFWLFHV�
EXW�ZLWQHVV�KRZ�WKHVH�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�KHDOWK��
(GXFDWRUV��VWXGHQWV�DQG�YROXQWHHUV�
DOVR�HQJDJH�DERXW�EURDGHU�GLVFXVVLRQV�
FRQFHUQLQJ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��IRRG�MXVWLFH�
and other issues, said Hachmeyer.

ŏ/LNH�WRGD\�ZH�WDONHG�DERXW�OLYHVWRFN�DQG�

UHJHQHUDWLYH��JUDVVODQG�PDQDJHPHQW�
practices,” said Hachmeyer, a lecturer 
DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�IDUPHU�ZKR�RZQV�
5HG�+�)DUP�LQ�6HEDVWRSRO��7KHLU�
work in planting a hedgerow came 
DV�SDUW�RI�D�EURDGHU�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�
ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
FUHDWLQJ�SROOLQDWRU�KDELWDW��ŏ6R�WKH�
ZKROH�FODVV�LV�DERXW�EXLOGLQJ�QRW�MXVW�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�EXW�UHJHQHUDWLYH�DQG�
FXOWXUDO�V\VWHPV�WKDW�IXQFWLRQ�PRUH�
in harmony with nature,” she said. 

7KH�*DUGHQ�&ODVVURRP�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�
PRVW�FRQVSLFXRXV�H[DPSOHV�RI�KRZ�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�LV�DOUHDG\�LQWHJUDWHG�
LQWR�WKH�668�FXUULFXOXP��%XW�WKHUH�
DUH�PDQ\�RWKHU�H[DPSOHV��VXFK�DV�

7KH�&HQWHU�IRU�(QYLURQPHQWDO�,QTXLU\�
VXSSRUWV�PRUH�WKDQ�����GLIIHUHQW�IDFXOW\�
SURMHFWV�HDFK�\HDU�DFURVV�GLVFLSOLQHV��
7KHVH�SURMHFWV�LQYROYH�VWXGHQWV�DV�
ZHOO�DV�WKH�SXEOLF�LQ�VWXG\LQJ�DQG�
FRQIURQWLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FKDOOHQJHV�
WKURXJK�WKH�OHQV�RI�6RQRPD�6WDWHōV�
WKUHH�SUHVHUYHV��LQFOXGLQJ�)DLUƓHOG�
2VERUQ�3UHVHUYH��D�����DFUH�QDWXUH�
UHVHUYH�MXVW�HDVW�RI�FDPSXV�

7KH�&RSHODQG�&UHHN�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
3URMHFW�KDV�HQJDJHG�FODVVHV�LQ�WKH�
6FKRRO�RI�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
WKH�6FKRRO�RI�6FLHQFH�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�
in helping to restore and monitor 
changes in the creek, which runs 
WKURXJK�WKH�QRUWK�VLGH�RI�FDPSXV�

6WXGHQWV�IURP�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�7KHDWUH�$UWV�DQG�'DQFH�KDYH�
FUHDWHG�SHUIRUPDQFHV�DGGUHVVLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�FKDQJHV�LQ�VRXQGVFDSHV�
and watersheds. This included a 
FROODERUDWLYH�HIIRUW�E\�VWXGHQWV�IURP�
+XWFKLQV�6FKRRO�RI�/LEHUDO�6WXGLHV�
and Theater Arts who created 
ŏ+RSH�$EOD]HŐ�LQ�������DQ�RXWGRRU�
SHUIRUPDQFH�DW�)DLUƓHOG�2VERUQ�
3UHVHUYH�WKDW�H[SORUHG�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH�DQG�LWV�LPSDFW�RQ�GDLO\�OLIH��

)DFXOW\�DQG�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�
:LQH�%XVLQHVV�,QVWLWXWH�KDYH�
EHHQ�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�
SUHSDUHGQHVV�RI�ZLQHULHV�IRU�QDWXUDO�
disasters and the long-term impacts 
RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�RQ�WKH�ZLQH�LQGXVWU\�
DQG�WKH�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�IRU�DGGUHVVLQJ�
ERWK�WKHVH�VKRUW�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�LPSDFWV�

7KH�6FKRRO�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�KDV�ORRNHG�
DW�KRZ�WKH�VWDWH�RI�RXU�QDWXUDO�
ZRUOG�DIIHFWV�VWUHVV�OHYHOV�DQG�
DFDGHPLF�DFKLHYHPHQW�LQ�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�KDV�FRPSLOHG�D�)LUH�7UDXPD�
5HVRXUFHV�/LVW�IRU�IDPLOLHV�ZKR�
KDYH�EHHQ�LPSDFWHG�E\�ƓUHV�

7KHVH�DUH�MXVW�D�IHZ�RI�WKH�H[DPSOHV��
%XW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�LV�FRPPLWWHG�
WR�H[SDQGLQJ�WKLV�HYHQ�IXUWKHU�LQ�
DFDGHPLFV�DV�ZHOO�DV�VWXGHQW�OLIH�

$V�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�ODWWHU��PHWHUV�
installed in the Tuscany Village housing 
community now allow student residents 
WR�VHH�DQG�FRPSDUH�XVDJH�RI�HOHFWULFLW\��
natural gas and water. The natural 
RXWFRPH"�$�FRQWHVW��,Q�WKH�IDOO�DQ�668�
VWXGHQW�ODXQFKHG�WKH�ƓUVW�(QHUJ\�DQG�
:DWHU�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�&RPSHWLWLRQ�
where residents competed to see 
ZKR�FRXOG�VDYH�WKH�PRVW�LQ�SRZHU�
DQG�ZDWHU�E\�XQSOXJJLQJ�HOHFWURQLFV�
ZKLOH�QRW�LQ�XVH��WXUQLQJ�RII�OLJKWV�ZKHQ�
SRVVLEOH��VKRUWHQLQJ�VKRZHUV�DQG�
taking other steps. In the end, residents 
RI�0RVHO�LQ�7XVFDQ\�9LOODJH�ZRQ�WKH�
FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�DQ�RYHUDOO����SHUFHQW�
reduction in electricity and water. They 
choose a pizza party as their prize.

ŏ,WōV�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�WLPH�RQ�FDPSXV�Ő�
said Soto. He noted that some 
SURJUDPV�UHODWHG�WR�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�
KDYH�EHHQ�JRLQJ�RQ�IRU�\HDUV��ŏ%XW�
WR�VHH�WKLV�OHYHO�RI�FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�
cooperation throughout the campus 
DW�WKLV�SRLQW�PDNHV�LW�YHU\�H[FLWLQJ�
IRU�WKRVH�RI�XV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�VRUW�
RI�GRLQJ�RXU�RZQ�WKLQJ�IRU�D�ZKLOH�Ő

1H[W�WR�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ōV�(QYLURQPHQWDO�
Technology Center, the Garden 
&ODVVURRP�VHUYHV�DV�D�OLYLQJ�ODE�ZKHUH�
668�VWXGHQWV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�
OHDUQ�DERXW�VXVWDLQDEOH�ODQGVFDSH�
SUDFWLFHV�DQG�KRZ�WKHVH�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�KHDOWK�
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'XULQJ�WKH�IDOO��6RQRPD�6WDWH�
VHUYHG�DV�KRVW�RI�D�WRZQ�KDOO�
PHHWLQJ�RQ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�E\�
8�6��5HS��0LNH�7KRPSVRQ��ZKR�
SUHVHQWHG�D�SDQHO�RI�VSHDNHUV�
including a local physician, 
a high school student and 
$VVLVWDQW�3URIHVVRU�-RV«�-��
+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD��D�JHRJUDSKHU�
climatologist whose specialty 
LV�H[WUHPH�ZHDWKHU�HYHQWV��
(See story on page 15). The 
meeting drew a standing-room-
RQO\�FURZG��EXW�OLWWOH�RI�WKH�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZDV�DERXW�6RQRPD�
6WDWH�LWVHOI�ŋ�DV�LQWHQGHG��7KH�
IRFXV�ZDV�PRUH�JOREDO�

Resilience in the community

“We have 
to make 
transformational 
change across 
all sectors of 
society in the 
next 10 years or 
we’re going to 
be facing some 
really severe 
and drastic 
consequences.”

Claudia Luke
Director,

SSU Sustainability Programs

Dig this story?

7R�ƓQG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�6RQRPD�6WDWHōV�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�HIIRUWV�DQG�WUDFN�WKH�
XQLYHUVLW\ōV�SURJUHVV��YLVLW�WKH�QHZO\�
H[SDQGHG�6XVWDLQDEOH�668�ZHEVLWH�

sustainablessu.sonoma.edu

2QH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�FRQFHUQV�RI�
DXGLHQFH�PHPEHUV�ZDV�WKH�ƓUHV�WKDW�
ZHUH��DW�WKH�WLPH��EXUQLQJ�RXW�RI�FRQWURO�
LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�UDLQIRUHVW�LQ�%UD]LO��ZKLFK�
FULWLFV�ODUJHO\�EODPHG�RQ�WKH�LQFUHDVHV�
LQ�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�WKDW�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�
under Brazil’s new president, Jair 
%ROVRQDUR��6FLHQWLVWV�KDYH�ZDUQHG�WKDW�
WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOGōV�ODUJHVW�
UDLQIRUHVW��ZKLFK�DEVRUEV�PRUH�WKDQ����
SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�(DUWKōV�FDUERQ�GLR[LGH��
KROGV�GLUH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�WKH�SODQHW�

ŏ7KDWōV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�VKRXOG�DOO�EH�
IRFXVHG�RQ�DQG�RXWUDJHG�DERXW�Ő�
Congressman Thompson told 
WKH�FURZG��ŏ:H�QHHG�WR�OHW�RXU�
policymakers here know how important 
this issue is. They all need to know 
that this is something that we care 
DERXW�DQG�WKDW�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�
LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�DQG�RXU�OLYHV�WRGD\�Ő

7KHVH�NLQGV�RI�LQWHUDFWLRQV�DQG�
FRPPXQLW\�JDWKHULQJV�DUH�DQ�H[DPSOH�
RI�WKH�WKLUG�ŏSLOODUŐ�RI�WKH�&OLPDWH�
&RPPLWPHQW�ŋ�XVLQJ�6RQRPD�6WDWH�
DV�D�OLYLQJ�ODE�IRU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DQG�
FKDQJH�WR�EXLOG�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�
resilience within the community.

ŏ7KH�WKLQJ�,�UHDOO\�OLNHG�DERXW�WKH�
(town hall) panel, and that really 
resonated with what Sonoma State 
VKRXOG�EH�GRLQJ��LV�EULQJLQJ�LQ�
H[SHUWV�DQG�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�RXU�RZQ�
IDFXOW\�H[SHUWLVH�Ő�VDLG�/XNH��

$V�SDUW�RI�WKLV�ŏFRQYHQLQJŐ�DVSHFW�
RI�LWV�FRPPLWPHQW��6RQRPD�6WDWH�
KRVWV�1RUWK�%D\�)RUZDUG��D�FDPSXV�
FRPPXQLW\�FROODERUDWLYH�WKDW�VHHNV�
WR�KDUQHVV�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�H[SHUWLVH�
DQG�YLVLRQ�RI�EXVLQHVV��SXEOLF�VHFWRU��
QRQ�SURƓW�DQG�DFDGHPLF�OHDGHUV�WR�
FUHDWH�D�VXVWDLQDEOH��UHVLOLHQW�1RUWK�
%D\��:LWK�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�(QYLURQPHQWDO�
,QTXLU\��-XGLWK�)RUG�DQG�VWXGHQW�LQWHUQ��
(OLI�0\HUV��RUJDQL]H�D�/XQFK�6SHDNHU�
6HULHV�KHOG�DW�WKH�(QYLURQPHQWDO�
Technology Center on the second 
:HGQHVGD\�RI�HYHU\�PRQWK��7RSLFV�
RI�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQFOXGH�ORFDO�IRRG�DQG�
IRRG�LQVHFXULWLHV��EXLOGLQJ�SDUWQHUVKLSV�
EHWZHHQ�ODUJH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�
VPDOO�FRPPXQLWLHV��UHJHQHUDWLYH�
HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�FDOFXODWLQJ�
DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�FDUERQ�HPLVVLRQV�

7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�DOVR�LV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�+HDOWK\�&OLPDWH�DQG�(QYLURQPHQW�
:RUNLQJ�*URXS�RI�0$3�2QH�6RQRPD��
D�FRXQW\�ZLGH�FROODERUDWLYH�RUJDQL]HG�
E\�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�WR�EXLOG�
FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�IRFXV�RQ�LVVXHV�VXFK�
as housing, health, equity and climate 
change. The working group is aligning 
LWV�LQLWLDWLYHV�ZLWK�WKH�FRXQW\ōV�HIIRUWV�
IROORZLQJ�WKH�&OLPDWH�(PHUJHQF\�
'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6RQRPD�&RXQW\�
%RDUG�RI�6XSHUYLVRUV�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�

7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�LV�IRVWHULQJ�RWKHU�FORVH�
partnerships as well, including with 
WKH�)HGHUDWHG�,QGLDQV�RI�*UDWRQ�
5DQFKHULD��ZKLFK�WKLV�\HDU�JDYH�6RQRPD�
6WDWH�������PLOOLRQ�WR�LPSURYH�DQG�
H[SDQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�HGXFDWLRQ�
DW�)DLUƓHOG�2VERUQ�3UHVHUYH��7KH�
ZRUN�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�DQ�
RXWGRRU�WDONLQJ�FLUFOH�DW�WKH�SUHVHUYHōV�
education and research center and 
D�UHPRGHOLQJ�RI�WKH�FHQWHU�WR�DOORZ�
JUHDWHU�XVH�E\�VWXGHQWV��IDFXOW\��
VWDII�DV�ZHOO�DV�ORFDO�.����VWXGHQWV�
DQG�RWKHUV�IURP�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

*UDWRQ�5DQFKHULD�7ULEDO�&KDLUPDQ�
*UHJ�6DUULV�VDLG�RQH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�JRDOV�
RI�WKH�JLIW�LV�ŏWR�PD[LPL]H�RXWGRRU�
learning spaces and strengthen 
WKH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQWŐ�DOO�ZKLOH�HQFRXUDJLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�VWHZDUGVKLS�

ŏ7KHVH�LPSURYHPHQWV�ZLOO�HQDEOH�WKH�
JURZWK�RI�SURJUDPV�WKDW�HQKDQFH�
connections to nature and encourage 
WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�QHZ�VROXWLRQV�IRU�
FKDOOHQJHV�IDFLQJ�WKH�SODQHW�Ő�VDLG�
3UHVLGHQW�6DNDNL�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�JLIW�

$OO�RI�WKHVH�HIIRUWV�DUH�SDUW�RI�WKH�
SLYRWDO�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�LV�
DVNLQJ�ŋ�DW�D�SLYRWDO�WLPH�LQ�KLVWRU\��

ŏ&XUUHQWO\��DOO�RI�WKH�UHSRUWV�FRPLQJ�RXW�
RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�DQG�HOVHZKHUH�
DUH�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�WR�PDNH�
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQDO�FKDQJH�DFURVV�DOO�
VHFWRUV�RI�VRFLHW\�LQ�WKH�QH[W����\HDUV�
RU�ZHōUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�IDFLQJ�VRPH�UHDOO\�
VHYHUH�DQG�GUDVWLF�FRQVHTXHQFHV�Ő�/XNH�
WROG�WKH�FRXQFLO�GXULQJ�LWV�ƓUVW�PHHWLQJ�

ŏ6R�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�IRU�XV��RQ�D�JOREDO�
OHYHO��LV�WR�DVN��ZKDW�LV�WKH�UROH�RI�KLJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQDO�
FKDQJH"�,I�ZHōUH�JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�EDFN�RYHU�
WKH�QH[W����\HDUV�DQG�VD\�ZH�UHDOO\�GLG�
DV�PXFK�DV�ZH�FRXOG��ZH�KDYH�WR�DQVZHU�
this question: What is it that education 
FDQ�GR�WR�EULQJ�DERXW�WKRVH�FKDQJHV"Ő

As Sonoma State continues to 
GLVFXVV�DQG�GHEDWH�WKH�DQVZHUV�
WR�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV��LWōV�HYLGHQW�WKH�
XQLYHUVLW\�LV�QRW�ZDLWLQJ�DURXQG�
IRU�FOHDU�DQVZHUV��&KDQJH�LV�
DOUHDG\�KDSSHQLQJ�ŋ�LQ�YLVLEOH�DQG�
WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�ZD\V��668�LV�FRPPLWWHG�

(OLI�0\HUV��ZKR�UHSUHVHQWV�$VVRFLDWHG�6WXGHQWV�
RQ�WKH�3UHVLGHQWōV�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO��
helps out in the Garden Classroom on campus.

7KLV�SDVW�IDOO�5HS��0LNH�7KRPSVRQ�KHOG�D�
town hall on climate change at Sonoma State. It 
IHDWXUHG�D�SDQHO�RI�VSHDNHUV�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�668�
DVVLVWDQW�SURIHVVRU�-RV«�-��+HUQ£QGH]�$\DOD��
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Question: What is the role 
of the chief of staff?

&KLHIV�RI�VWDII�DUH�SULPDULO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�SULQFLSDO��LQ�WKLV�FDVH�
3UHVLGHQW�6DNDNL��LQ�KHU�YLVLRQ�DQG�KHU�
HIIRUWV�WRZDUG�PRYLQJ�6RQRPD�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\�WR�WKH�QH[W�OHYHO�RI�H[FHOOHQFH��
7KH�FKLHI�RI�VWDII�SD\V�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�
D�ORW�RI�WKH�GHWDLOV��WKH�SURFHVV��WKH�
procedures, the communication, all 
while working closely with the president 
EXW�QRW�QHHGLQJ�D�ORW�RI�GLUHFWLRQ�
and day-to-day management. I aim 
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�ELJJHU�SLFWXUH�DQG�
GHYHORS�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�WKRVH�RQ�
DQG�RII�FDPSXV�ZKR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
and help implement the president’s 
YLVLRQ�DQG�FDPSXV�SULRULWLHV�

Q: Could you tell us about your 
background and how you knew 
the president previously?

:H�FRPH�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
&DOLIRUQLD��KDYLQJ�ERWK�ZRUNHG�RQ�
FDPSXVHVŋVKH�DW�'DYLV�DQG�,�DW�
%HUNHOH\ŋDW�WKH�WLPH�RI�RXU�ƓUVW�
introduction. Later, she recruited 
PH�WR�MRLQ�KHU�DW�WKH�8&�2IƓFH�RI�
WKH�3UHVLGHQW�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�KHU�
leadership team, and then as her 
GHSXW\��:H�VKDUH�WKH�YDOXHV�RI�DFFHVV��
LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�VXFFHVV�DV�IXQGDPHQWDO�
WR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��,�JUHZ�
up in the segregated South, thus in my 

'1$�LV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�HTXLW\�DQG�
MXVWLFH��DFFHVV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��,W�ZDV�
GULOOHG�LQWR�WKH�PLQGV�RI�P\�VLEOLQJV�
DQG�,�WKDW�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�D�IUHHGRP�WR�
which we should all aspire. You may 
UHFRJQL]H�WKH�SULQW�EHKLQG�PH�Ŋ�LW�LV�
1RUPDQ�5RFNZHOOōV�ŏ7KH�3UREOHP�:H�
$OO�/LYH�:LWKŐ��GHSLFWLQJ�5XE\�%ULGJHV�
needing protection while integrating 
her elementary school in New Orleans, 
and it is a constant reminder that our 
ZRUN�IRU�JUHDWHU�HGXFDWLRQDO�HTXLW\�LV�
IDU�IURP�RYHU��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LPSRUWDQW�
JDLQV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH��7KH�SUHVLGHQW�
KDV�D�YHU\�VLPLODU�VWRU\��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�
WHUPV�RI�KHU�LPPLJUDQW�URRWV�DQG�WKH�
ways her parents and grandparents 
VXFFHVVIXOO\�QDYLJDWHG�WKLV�FRXQWU\��
And she has the same commitment to 
VHUYLQJ�WKH�JUHDWHU�JRRG�DQG�IRVWHULQJ�
RXU�KLJKHVW�GHPRFUDWLF�YDOXHV�

Q: What stands out to you 
about Sonoma State?

0DQ\�WKLQJV��%XW�ZKHQ�,�VSHDN�DERXW�
Sonoma State I mention two things in 
particular. One is that the intellectual 
KHIW�ZLWKLQ�RXU�IDFXOW\��ZKR�DUH�WUDLQHG�
LQ�P\ULDG�DUHDV��FDQ�KHOS�SUREOHP�VROYH�
LVVXHV�RI�RXU�UHJLRQ��RXU�VWDWH�DQG�RXU�
QDWLRQ��:H�DOVR�KDYH�HQYLDEOH�IDFLOLWLHV��
,�YLHZ�6RQRPD�6WDWH�DV�WKLV�PDJQHW�
RI�LQWHOOHFWXDO�DQG�VRFLDO�DFWLYLW\�WKDW�
DWWUDFWV�WKH�EURDGHU�6RQRPD�&RXQW\�

FRPPXQLW\��ZKHWKHU�LW�EH�WR�WKH�HYHQWV�
at the Green Music Center, sports, 
DFDGHPLF�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�FRQIHUHQFHV��
or outreach programs in support 
RI�VWXGHQWV�FRQVLGHULQJ�FROOHJH��

Q: Tell us about your role 
involving diversity on campus

President Sakaki wanted to make sure 
WKDW�WKHUH�EH�VRPHRQH�ZKRVH�MRE�LW�
LV�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�FDPSXV�FOLPDWH�DQG�
LQFOXVLRQ�LQ�DQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�ZD\��,�EULQJ�WR�
WKLV�UROH�H[WHQVLYH�H[SHULHQFH�FUHDWLQJ�
DQG�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�GLIƓFXOW�GLDORJXHV�
DFURVV�GLIIHUHQFHV�WRZDUG�WKH�JRDO�RI�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�HTXLWDEOH�SUDFWLFHV�ZLWKLQ�
KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��:KHQ�,�WKLQN�DERXW�
GLYHUVLW\�RU�HTXLW\�RU�LQFOXVLRQ��,�NQRZ�
WKDW�P\�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�SHUFHSWLRQV�
ZLOO�OLNHO\�EH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�QH[W�
SHUVRQ��6R��WKH�ƓUVW�VWHS�LV�WR�PDNH�
VXUH�ZH�KDYH�D�FRPPRQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
RI�WKH�WHUPV�ZH�XVH��ZKDW�ZH�UHDOO\�
mean, what are our goals, and what 
it will take to get us where we want 
WR�EH��0RUH�WKDQ�MXVW�ŏJHWWLQJ�DORQJŐ�
RU�KDYLQJ�IULHQGV�WKDW�ORRN�GLIIHUHQW�
WKDQ�\RX��RU�EHLQJ�VDWLVƓHG�ZLWK�JRRG�
intentions, real change requires the 
courage to look at historical inequities 
WKDW�EHQHƓW�VRPH�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�
RWKHUV��DQG�WR�ƓJXUH�RXW�ZKLFK�RI�
our structures and policies need to 
EH�DGMXVWHG��GLVPDQWOHG��UHEXLOW��RU�

HYHQ�VWUHQJWKHQHG��,W�LV�D�SURMHFW�WKDW�
JHWV�WR�WKH�KHDUW�RI�ZKR�ZH�DUH�DV�D�
FRPPXQLW\��DQG�ZKR�ZH�ZDQW�WR�EH��

Q: President Sakaki this year created 
the President’s Advisory Council on 
Diversity, Equity, Campus Climate 
and Inclusion. Would you tell us 
what you see that becoming?

7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�RYHU�WKH�
ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV�DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�UHODWHG�
WR�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�ORRNLQJ�DW�ZD\V�ZH�FDQ�
EH�VWUDWHJLF�DQG�WKRXJKWIXO�DERXW�KRZ�
ZH�HQJDJH�LQ�WKLV�VSDFH��:KHQ�,�DUULYHG�
DW�668��WKH�SUHVLGHQW�DVNHG�PH�WR�KHOS�
ensure that we had the right campus 
model in place. I immediately talked to 
WKHQ�FKDLU�RI�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�FRPPLWWHH��
DQG�GHDQ�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\��
Dr. Karen Schneider, and I attended 
D�FRXSOH�RI�WKRVH�PHHWLQJV�WR�JHW�D�
VHQVH�RI�ZKDW�KDG�EHHQ�KDSSHQLQJ�DQG�
WKHLU�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG��
7KDW�FRPPLWWHH�KDV�EHHQ�UHLPDJLQHG�
DV�WKH�3UHVLGHQWōV�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO�
RQ�'LYHUVLW\��(TXLW\��&DPSXV�&OLPDWH�
DQG�,QFOXVLRQ��,�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�JUHDW�
VXSSRUW�IURP�'HDQ�6FKQHLGHU�DV�ZHOO�
DV�IURP�WKH�HQWLUH�FRPPLWWHH��DQG�GLG�
not want to go it alone as chair, so she 
graciously agreed to co-chair. Indeed, 
WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�DW�668�DUH�DOO�FKDPSLRQV�
RI�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�RXU�FDPSXV�ZHOFRPHV�
GLYHUVLW\��FUHDWHV�JUHDWHU�HTXLW\��DQG�
HPEUDFHV�LQFOXVLYH�SUDFWLFHV��

The goal, then, is to organize these 
IXQFWLRQV�DQG�LQLWLDWLYHV�XQGHU�RQH�
XPEUHOOD�IRU�JUHDWHU�FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��ZH�ZLOO�EH�
conducting a campus climate study 
WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FDPSXV�
FRPPXQLW\�H[SHULHQFH�668�QRZ��LQ�
������VLQFH�ZH�KDYH�DQ�HQWLUHO\�QHZ�
VWXGHQW�ERG\�DQG�VHQLRU�OHDGHUVKLS��
DQG�PDQ\�QHZ�VWDII�DQG�IDFXOW\�VLQFH�
the last study was conducted. We 
ZLOO�DOVR�FUHDWH�DQ�LQYHQWRU\�RI�DOO�
GLYHUVLW\�DQG�HTXLW\�UHODWHG�SURJUDPV�
DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�FXUUHQWO\�RFFXUULQJ�RQ�
campus so that we can promote what 
is already happening and determine 
WKH�IHDVLELOLW\�RI�GRLQJ�HYHQ�PRUH��7KH�
FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�RXU�
$FDGHPLF�6HQDWH��VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��
VWDII�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�JURXSV�DQG�WKH�
3UHVLGHQWōV�&DELQHW��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�
WKH�GLYLVLRQV�RI�$FDGHPLF�$IIDLUV��
6WXGHQW�$IIDLUV��$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
DQG�)LQDQFH��$GYDQFHPHQW��DQG�
WKH�*UHHQ�0XVLF�&HQWHU��KDV�EHHQ�
RXWVWDQGLQJ��,W�LV�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�WLPH�WR�
EH�KHUH��ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKHVH�LVVXHV��

Q: What has your experience 
at SSU been like so far?

,�FHOHEUDWHG�P\�RQH�\HDU�DQQLYHUVDU\�
this past January, and the one thing 
that is paramount is the healthy 
DSSUHFLDWLRQ�,�KDYH�IRU�KRZ�WKH�HQWLUH�

Q&A
Dr. Jerlena 
*ULIƓQ�'HVWD

with

Chief of Staff and 
Associate Vice President 
for Strategic Initiatives 
and Diversity

institution has rallied around and has 
prioritized student success. Yet, we 
NQRZ�WKDW�VXFFHVV�LV�QRW�RQO\�GHƓQHG�
E\�KLJK�UHWHQWLRQ�DQG�JUDGXDWLRQ�
UDWHVŋZKLOH�LPSRUWDQWŋZH�DOVR�
VWULYH�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�KDYH�D�JRRG�
H[SHULHQFH��:H�ZDQW�WR�SURYLGH�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�WKHP�WR�H[SORUH�
DQG�WR�FUHDWH�DQG�WR�GR�ZHOO�LQ�HYHU\�
DVSHFW�RI�WKHLU�XQLYHUVLW\�H[SHULHQFH�

,�DWWHQGHG�D�VPDOO��SULYDWH��OLEHUDO�DUWV�
VFKRRO�LQ�*HRUJLD�ZKHUH�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�
GHYHORS�DQG�VXVWDLQ�VWURQJ�WLHV�ZLWK�
P\�SURIHVVRUV��DQG�ZKHUH�,�ZDV�WDXJKW�
KRZ�WR�WKLQN�DQG�DQDO\]H�ŋ�ZKHUH�
OHDUQLQJ�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�OHDUQLQJ�ZDV�D�
VXIƓFLHQW�UHDVRQ�WR�EH�WKHUH��,�DOZD\V�
thought that this was something only 
HOLWH��SULYDWH�VFKRROV�FRXOG�RIIHU��,�QRZ�
place Sonoma State in that company. 
6RQRPD�6WDWH�RIIHUV�D�SULYDWH�VFKRRO�
IHHO�DW�D�SXEOLF�VFKRRO�SULFH��DQG�ZLWK�
D�SXEOLF�V\VWHPōV�IRFXV�RQ�DFFHVV�DQG�
VHUYLQJ�WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�
the state. It is indeed a special place.
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Bianca Rose�LV�UHFUXLWLQJ�KXPDQ�
resources coordinator at Leap 
6ROXWLRQV��6KH�LV�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW�
VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFH�
and has her sights on graduate school 
DQG�D�FDUHHU�LQ�QRQSURƓW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�*UHHWLQJV�IURP�6RQRPD�6WDWH��,ōP�WKULOOHG�WR�

KDYH�UHFHQWO\�MRLQHG�WKH�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
WHDP�DQG�WR�EH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�D�GHGLFDWHG�
DQG�FRPPLWWHG�JURXS�RI�DOXPQL��VWXGHQWV��
YROXQWHHUV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�

As a proud alumna, I’m looking 
IRUZDUG�WR�H[SDQGLQJ�DQG�LGHQWLI\LQJ�
ZD\V�IRU�RXU�FXUUHQW�DQG�IXWXUH�
alumni to engage and connect. 

$V�P\�WHUP�DV�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�6RQRPD�
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ�FRPHV�WR�
DQ�HQG��LW�JLYHV�PH�WLPH�WR�UHŴHFW�EDFN�DQG�
to look ahead at what the Alumni Association 
has accomplished during my term and 
WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�ZH�KDYH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��

,WōV�EHHQ�D�WUXH�KRQRU�OHDGLQJ�VXFK�DQ�
DPD]LQJ�JURXS�RI�GHGLFDWHG�DOXPQL�ZKR�
JLYH�EDFN�WR�RXU�DOPD�PDWHU�LQ�VR�PDQ\�ZD\V��
7KH�LQGLYLGXDOV�,�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�LQ�P\�UROH�DV�
president, inspire and remind me why we 
DOO�ORYH�668��(DFK�DOXP�KDV�D�XQLTXH�VWRU\�
WR�VKDUH�DERXW�ZK\�WKH\�FKRVH�WR�DWWHQG�
668�DQG�KRZ�WKHLU�WLPH�RQ�FDPSXV�VKDSHG�
them into the person they are today. 

President’s Farewell Message

Alumni Association Welcomes 
New Executive Director

Two New Board Members 
Begin SSUAA Terms

President 
Travis Saracco 
B.A. Communications, 
����

Immediate Past 
President 
-RVHSK�+XDQJ 
B.S. Business 
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ������� 
B.A. International 
(FRQRPLFV������� 
0%$������

Secretary 
Vanessa Johns 
B.A. Communications, 
����

Treasurer  
Randy Ferino 
B.S. Business 
Administration  
�+5�0DQDJHPHQW���
������0%$������

Directors 
Vincent Cortese 
B.A. Communications, 
����

SSU Alumni Association 
Board of Directors 2019-2020

David Felte 
B.A. Economics 
and B.S. Business 
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ������

Patrick Maloney 
B.A. Political 
6FLHQFH������

Jim Manly 
MBA, 1999

Elizabeth Payan 
%�$��(QYLURQPHQWDO�
Studies and 
Planning and B.A. 
(FRQRPLFV������

Logan Pitts 
B.A. Political 
6FLHQFH������

Annette Powell 
B.A. Business 
Administration, 
Marketing and B.A. 
3V\FKRORJ\������

Bianca Rose 
B.S. Biology, B.A. 
6SDQLVK������

Renan Young 
B.A. Political Science, 
������03$�3XEOLF�
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ������

Brad Yust 
B.A. Political Science, 
0HGLD�6WXGLHV������

7LIIDQ\�2ō1HLO 
([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�
668�$OXPQL�
Association, 
6HQLRU�'LUHFWRU�RI�
Alumni Engagement 
DQG�$QQXDO�*LYLQJ� 
B.S. Business 
Administration 
0DUNHWLQJ������

Chelsea Spomer 
Alumni Engagement 
and Annual 
*LYLQJ�$QDO\VW

$V�\RXU�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ��ZHōYH�
DFFRPSOLVKHG�VR�PXFK�WRJHWKHU��:HōYH�
LQYHVWHG�LQ�VWXGHQW�VFKRODUVKLSV��DQG�
LQ������DZDUGHG�WKH�ƓUVW�UHFLSLHQW�WKH�
+HDUW�RI�668�$OXPQL�6FKRODUVKLS��:H�
DOVR�FRQWULEXWHG�ƓQDQFLDOO\�WR�WKH�&ULWLFDO�
1HHGV�)XQG�RQ�FDPSXV�WR�VXSSRUW�
HPHUJHQF\�QHHGV�RI�VWXGHQWV��

&RXQWOHVV�KRXUV�KDYH�EHHQ�VSHQW�
YROXQWHHULQJ�IRU�RXU�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�WRR��
,WōV�EHHQ�JUHDW�VXSSRUWLQJ�ORFDO�QRQ�SURƓWV�
DQG�FRQQHFWLQJ�668�WR�WKH�ZRUN�WKH\�GR��

,ōP�DOVR�H[FLWHG�WR�ZHOFRPH�7LIIDQ\�2ō1HLO��
ō���WR�KHU�QHZ�UROH�DV�WKH�H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�
RI�WKH�668�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ��7LIIDQ\�
LV�D�YHU\�SURXG�DOXPQD�DQG�KHU�DSWLWXGH�
IRU�SURMHFW�PDQDJHPHQW��PXOWLWXGH�RI�
FRPPXQLW\�FRQQHFWLRQV��DQG�DELOLW\�WR�EXLOG�
GHHS�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�
668�GRQRUV��DOXPQL��IULHQGV�DQG�FDPSXV�
SHUVRQQHO�PDNH�KHU�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�FDQGLGDWH�
IRU�WKLV�UROH��,ōG�DOVR�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�/DXULH�2JJ��
ō����Ō���IRU�KHU�GHGLFDWLRQ�DQG�FRPPLWPHQW�
WR�WKH�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�

IRXU�\HDUV��/DXULH�ZLOO�EH�D�WUXH�DVVHW�WR�
WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�LQ�KHU�QHZ�UROH�DV�GLUHFWRU�RI�
$GYDQFHPHQW�6HUYLFHV�DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�

$V�,�VWHS�GRZQ�IURP�P\�OHDGHUVKLS�UROH��,�
ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�PHQWRULQJ�DQG�VXSSRUWLQJ�
RXU�QHZ�ERDUG�SUHVLGHQW��7UDYLV�6DUDFFR�
Ō����7UDYLV�ZLOO�OHDG�WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�DV�LW�
FRQWLQXHV�WKH�JUHDW�ZRUN�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�
DFFRPSOLVKHG�DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�H[SDQG�
RXU�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�HDFK�RI�\RX�

7KDQN�\RX�IRU�DOORZLQJ�PH�WR�VHUYH�
DQG�UHSUHVHQW�668�WKURXJK�P\�UROH�DV�
SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ��
,ōP�KRQRUHG�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRUH�
WKDQ��������DOXPQL�IURP�668�

<RXUV�IRU�6RQRPD�

Joseph Huang��ō����ō����Ō�� 
Outgoing President, Alumni Association

6LQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ�LQ�������WKH�$OXPQL�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�SURYLGLQJ�
VHUYLFH�WR�6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\ōV�
FXUUHQW�DQG�IXWXUH�DOXPQL�DQG�HQJDJLQJ�
RXU�DOXPQL�LQ�PHDQLQJIXO�ZD\V�

Learn more or become a member

 » www.ssualumni.org
 » DOXPQL#VRQRPD�HGX
 » ������������

About the 
SSU Alumni 
Association

7KH�668�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�
KDV�ZHOFRPHG�WZR�QHZ�PHPEHUV��Bianca 
Rose,�ō����%�6��%LRORJ\�DQG�%�$��6SDQLVK��DQG�

Brad Yust,�ō���%�$��SROLWLFDO�VFLHQFH�DQG�PHGLD�
VWXGLHV��%RWK�ZLOO�VHUYH�DQ�LQLWLDO�WZR�\HDU�WHUP�

Brad Yust is a commercial real estate 
EURNHU�LQ�6RQRPD�&RXQW\�DQG�HQMR\V�
SKRWRJUDSK\�LQ�KLV�IUHH�WLPH��+H�IRQGO\�
UHPHPEHUV�KLV�WLPH�DV�D�VWXGHQW�DW�
Sonoma State and hopes to support 
FXUUHQW�DQG�IXWXUH�VWXGHQWV�DW�668��2XU�DOXPQL�GR�JUHDW�WKLQJV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG�

DQG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�RXU�VRFLHW\�LQ�VR�PDQ\�
ways. I welcome you to stay connected 
with your alma mater and share with us 
your updates along the way. Be sure to 
YLVLW�XV�RQOLQH�DW�ZZZ�VVXDOXPQL�RUJ�IRU�
XSGDWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�\RXU�$OXPQL�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�XSFRPLQJ�HYHQWV�

Tiffany O’Neil��Ō�� 
Executive Director, Alumni Association 

Senior Director of Alumni Engagement and Annual Giving
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SSU Honors 2019 
Distinguished Alumni

Natalie Cilurzo
B.S. Business Administration 1998

1DWDOLH�&LOXU]R��FR�RZQHU�RI�5XVVLDQ�
5LYHU�%UHZLQJ�&RPSDQ\��FRPSOHWHG�
KHU�%�6��LQ�EXVLQHVV�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�������
$IWHUZDUG��VKH�FRQWLQXHG�KHU�FDUHHU�
LQ�WKH�ZLQH�LQGXVWU\�E\�ZRUNLQJ�DW�
6LOYHU�2DN��.HQGDOO�-DFNVRQ�DQG�
)UDQFLVFDQ�ZLQHULHV�ZKLOH�KHU�KXVEDQG�
9LQQLH�&LOXU]R�ZRUNHG�DV�EUHZPDVWHU�
DW�.RUEHOōV�5XVVLDQ�5LYHU�%UHZLQJ�
&RPSDQ\��,Q�������.RUEHO�WUDQVIHUUHG�

ULJKWV�WR�WKH�5XVVLDQ�5LYHU�%UHZLQJ�
EUDQG�WR�WKH�FRXSOH��1DWDOLH�DQG�9LQQLH�
ZURWH�D�SURVSHFWXV�IRU�D�EUHZSXE�
DQG�FRQYLQFHG����IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�
WR�LQYHVW�LQ�WKHLU�QHZ�EXVLQHVV�YHQWXUH�
DQG�RSHQHG�WKH�5XVVLDQ�5LYHU�%UHZLQJ�
&RPSDQ\�EUHZSXE�LQ�GRZQWRZQ�
6DQWD�5RVD�LQ�$SULO�������7KH\�VWDUWHG�
EUHZLQJ�WKHLU�QRZ�OHJHQGDU\�3OLQ\�WKH�
Younger as a seasonal winter release 
D�\HDU�ODWHU�DQG�QHYHU�ORRNHG�EDFN��
6DPSOLQJ�WKH�ŏ<RXQJHUŐ�KDV�VLQFH�
EHFRPH�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�SLOJULPDJH�
IRU�EHHU�IDQV�IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��
,Q�2FWREHU��1DWDOLH�DQG�9LQQLH�
RSHQHG�WKHLU�GUHDP�EUHZHU\��DQ�
�������VTXDUH�IRRW�FRPSOH[�LQ�:LQGVRU��

$V�FR�RZQHU��1DWDOLH�RYHUVHHV�DOO�
EXVLQHVV�RSHUDWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�
ƓQDQFH��KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV��EUHZSXEV��
communications, sales and 
marketing. She currently sits on the 
%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�IRU�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�
&UDIW�%UHZHUV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��1DWDOLH�KDV�
VSHDUKHDGHG�HIIRUWV�WR�UDLVH�PRUH�
WKDQ����������IRU�ORFDO�EUHDVW�FDQFHU�
FKDULWLHV��,Q�2FWREHU�������VKH�DQG�
KHU�KXVEDQG�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�.LQJ�
5LGJH�)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG����FUDIW�
EUHZHULHV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�
WR�UDLVH�PRUH�WKDQ������PLOOLRQ�IRU�
6RQRPD�&RXQW\�ZLOGƓUH�YLFWLPV�

Barry Ben-Zion
B.A. Economics 1965

%DUU\�%HQ�=LRQ��SURIHVVRU�HPHULWXV�
RI�HFRQRPLFV��HQWHUHG�6RQRPD�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\�DV�D�MXQLRU�LQ������DQG�
EHFDPH�WKH�ƓUVW�668�JUDGXDWH�WR�PDMRU�
LQ�HFRQRPLFV�ZKHQ�KH�ƓQLVKHG�LQ�������
+H�HDUQHG�D�VFKRODUVKLS�WR�IXUWKHU�KLV�
HGXFDWLRQ�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2UHJRQ�
ZKHUH�KH�HDUQHG�ERWK�DQ�0�$��DQG�D�
3K�'��LQ�HFRQRPLFV��,Q�������KH�EHFDPH�

WKH�ƓUVW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�JUDGXDWH�WR�EH�
DSSRLQWHG�D�IXOO�WLPH�SURIHVVRU��+H�
WDXJKW�HFRQRPLFV�DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�IRU�
���\HDUV�EHIRUH�UHWLULQJ�LQ������ZKHQ�
KH�HDUQHG�WKH�WLWOH�SURIHVVRU�HPHULWXV�

Ben-Zion taught courses in 
macroeconomic and microeconomic 
WKHRU\��HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�
international trade, and applied 
statistics. Early in his teaching 
FDUHHU��KH�ZDV�UHFUXLWHG�E\�WKH�OHJDO�
SURIHVVLRQ�WR�ZRUN�DV�D�FRQVXOWLQJ�
IRUHQVLF�HFRQRPLVW��+H�FRQWLQXHG�

WR�WHDFK�RQ�D�IXOO�WLPH�EDVLV�ZKLOH�
simultaneously working on legal cases 
DV�D�FRQVXOWLQJ�HFRQRPLVW��SURYLGLQJ�
IRUHQVLF�HFRQRPLF�DQDO\VHV�IRU�ERWK�WKH�
SODLQWLII�DQG�GHIHQVH�EDU��$IWHU�UHWLULQJ�
IURP�668��%HQ�=LRQ�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�KLV�
IRUHQVLF�HFRQRPLF�FRQVXOWLQJ�ZRUN�
WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�WLPH��+H�KDV�VHUYHG�DV�
D�IRUHQVLF�HFRQRPLF�H[SHUW�ZLWQHVV�
IRU�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�OHJDO�FDVHV��

Ben-Zion is married to Gail 
6PLWK��ZLWK�ZKRP�KH�VKDUHV�ƓYH�
FKLOGUHQ�DQG����JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�

7KHb'LVWLQJXLVKHG�$OXPQL�$ZDUGV�3URJUDP�
is a time-honored tradition at Sonoma State 
8QLYHUVLW\��7KH�DZDUG�LV�D�V\PERO�RI�DFKLHYHPHQW�

and success presented to distinguished alumni 
IURP�DPRQJ�668ōV�VL[�DFDGHPLF�FROOHJHV��:H�
SURXGO\�UHFRJQL]H�RXU������KRQRUHHV�

Alumni 
Events

+HUHōV�D�VQDSVKRW�RI�ZKDW�\RXU�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ�KDV�
EHHQ�XS�WR��:HōUH�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�EULQJLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�
engagement opportunities to our alumni this year.

7KH�0%$�$OXPQL�)RUXP�FRQWLQXHV�WR�
H[SDQG�LWV�RXWUHDFK�WR�0%$�DOXPQL�
DQG�SURVSHFWLYH�VWXGHQWV��5HFHQWO\��
WKH�0%$�$OXPQL�)RUXP�SDUWQHUHG�
with the Career Center and the 
Alumni Association to present the 
ƓUVW�/HVVRQV�IURP�/HDGHUV�SDQHO��
7KUHH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�EXVLQHVV�OHDGHUV�
VKDUHG�WKHLU�EHVW�OHDUQLQJ�PRPHQWV�
and lessons all can relate to:

MBA Alumni Forum Corner
“We’re excited to continue 

to build upon the success 

of this event and to create 

an informative space to 

learn not only for MBA 

students, but all students 

at Sonoma State.”

– Aaron Inman, ’07, ‘14,
Officer, MBA Alumni Forum

$�QHWZRUNLQJ�HYHQW�IRU�JUDGXDWLQJ�
seniors, alumni and community 
leaders was held in May at Bear 
5HSXEOLF�%UHZLQJ�&RPSDQ\�

$�VHULHV�RI�VXPPHU�DOXPQL�PL[HUV�DW�
the Green Music Center, including 
WKH�$QG\�*UDPPHU�VKRZ��DERYH�

$OXPQL�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�IRU�D�
IXQ�GD\�RI�WDLOJDWLQJ�DQG�DQ�
2DNODQG�$ōV�EDVHEDOO�JDPH�

Meet and 
Mingle Mixer Summer Socials Oakland A’s

Meredith Rennie ’97, Director 
RI�5HDO�(VWDWH�$FFRXQWLQJ�RI�
Mengali Accountancy

Marcus Benedetti, Chairman 
	�&(2�RI�&ORYHU�6RQRPD

Bill Silver��3UHVLGHQW�RI�&DQQD&UDIW

)URP�OHIW�0HUHGLWK�5HQQLH��0DUFXV�
%HQHGHWWL��&KULV�6WHZDUW�DQG�%LOO�6LOYHU
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1970s
David Dorfmeier, ’73, B.A. 
Anthropology��KDV�DXWKRUHG�ŏ&�/DJHU��
6WDODJ�/XIW�,9�	�WKH����'D\�+XQJHU�
0DUFKŐ��ZZZ�F�ODJHU�FRP���D�ERRN�
DERXW�KLV�IDWKHUōV�H[SHULHQFHV�DV�D�32:�
LQ�*HUPDQ\�GXULQJ�::,,��7KH�ERRN�
LV�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�ORQJHVW�IRUFHG�
PDUFK�RI�DQ\�JURXS�RI�$OOLHG�32:V�
trekking across northern Germany 
GXULQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU�RI�������'DYLG�LV�D�
9LHWQDP�YHWHUDQ��UHWLUHG�$UP\�VHUJHDQW�
PDMRU�DQG�FOLQLFDO�WKHUDSLVW�ZKR�KDV�D�
SHUVRQDO�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�LQWHUHVW�LQ�
ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�VHUYLFH�PHPEHUV�VXIIHULQJ�
IURP�SRVW�WUDXPDWLF�VWUHVV�GLVRUGHU��,Q�
addition to a long career in the Army 
5HVHUYH��'DYLG�ZDV�HPSOR\HG�IRU����
\HDUV�ZLWK�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�WKH�$UP\�
SURYLGLQJ�FOLQLFDO�FRXQVHOLQJ�VHUYLFHV�
WR�DFWLYH�GXW\�VROGLHUV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV��)ROORZLQJ�UHWLUHPHQW��
KH�VHUYHG�DQRWKHU�IRXU�\HDUV�DV�D�
clinical consultant working with the 
8�6��$UP\�SURYLGLQJ�DGMXVWPHQW�
FRXQVHOLQJ�WR�VHUYLFH�PHPEHUV�
UHWXUQLQJ�IURP�,UDT�DQG�$IJKDQLVWDQ��
+LV�VHUYLFH�DZDUGV�DQG�GHFRUDWLRQV�
include the Master Parachutist Badge, 
WKH�6SHFLDO�)RUFHV�4XDOLƓFDWLRQ�
7DE�DQG�WKH�/HJLRQ�RI�0HULW��

Barbara Doherty, ’76, B.A., Liberal 
6WXGLHV�+XWFKLQV, is co-author 
RI�ŏ:DJLQJ�3HDFH�LQ�9LHWQDP��8�6��
Soldiers and Veterans Who Opposed 
the War” (New Village Press). The 
ERRN�H[SORUHV�WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�LPSDFW�
RI�WKH�*,�DQWLZDU�PRYHPHQW�

Leslie Diller, ’78, B.A., Expressive Arts, 
LV�DVVLVWDQW�DUFKLYLVW�DW�WKH�$UW�'LUHFWRUōV�
Guild and a scenic artist working in 
ƓOP��WHOHYLVLRQ�DQG�DW�WKH�/RV�$QJHOHV�
Opera. She has taught at the American 
)LOP�,QVWLWXWH�DQG�86&��+HU�VRQ�LV�
DWWHQGLQJ�&681�DQG�VWXG\LQJ�ƓOP�

Jay Potter , ’79, B.A., Physical 
Education, was inducted into the 
0DULQ�&RXQW\�7HQQLV�+DOO�RI�)DPH�IRU�
KLV�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�RI�GHGLFDWHG�
VHUYLFH�WR�WHQQLV�LQ�0DULQ�&RXQW\��

Jon Lyon,’76, B.A., Political Science, 
KDV�UHWLUHG�IURP�+HZOHWW�3DFNDUG�

Carol F. Falk-Allen, ’77, B.A., 
Business Management��KDV�UHFHLYHG�
DZDUGV�IRU�KHU�ERRN��ŏ1RW�D�3RVWHU�
&KLOG�Ő�7KH�ERRN�ZDV�OLVWHG�E\�
.LUNXV�5HYLHZV�DQG�3RS6XJDU�DV�
RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�ERRNV�RI�������

1980s
Loren Davis, ’81, B.A., Psychology, 
UHFHQWO\�UHWLUHG�DV�ƓUH�FKLHI�RI�0RXQWDLQ�
9ROXQWHHU�)LUH�'HSDUWPHQW�ZKHUH�
VKH�ZRUNHG�RQ�WKH�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�5LQFRQ�9DOOH\�)LUH��:LQGVRU�)LUH��
%HQQHWW�9DOOH\�)LUH�DQG�0RXQWDLQ�9DOOH\�
)LUH�GLVWULFWV�LQWR�WKH�QHZ�6RQRPD�
&RXQW\�)LUH�'LVWULFW��/RUHQ�HQMR\V�ULGLQJ�
DQG�UDFLQJ�PRWRUF\FOHV�DQG�ZLOO�EH�
JRLQJ�WR�%DMD�IRU�WKH�0H[LFDQ�������

1990s
Tom Stark, ’91, B.A., Sociology, ’93, 
%�$���/LEHUDO�6WXGLHV�+XWFKLQV, has 
MRLQHG�([FKDQJH�%DQNōV�UHVLGHQWLDO�
mortgage team where he will help 
H[SDQG�PRUWJDJH�OHQGLQJ�ZLWKLQ�
Sonoma and Marin counties. Prior 
WR�MRLQLQJ�WKH�([FKDQJH�%DQNōV�
team, he spent eight years as a loan 
consultant and sales manager at 
:HOOV�)DUJR�+RPH�0RUWJDJH�

Salvador Jorgensen, ’99, B.A., 
(QYLURQPHQWDO�6WXGLHV��VHUYHV�DV�D�
research scientist at the Monterey Bay 
$TXDULXP�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�DZDUGHG�D�
SUHVWLJLRXV�)XOEULJKW�)HOORZVKLS�WR�
VWXG\�WKUHDWV�IDFLQJ�YXOQHUDEOH�VKDUN�
DQG�UD\�VSHFLHV�LQ�(FXDGRUōV�ELRORJLFDOO\�
rich Galápagos Islands. Jorgensen, 
who leads the aquarium’s white shark 
UHVHDUFK�WHDP��LV�WKH�ƓUVW�DTXDULXP�
VWDII�PHPEHU�WR�UHFHLYH�D�)XOEULJKW�
)HOORZVKLS��+LV�UHVHDUFK�JUDQW�WRRN�KLP�
to Ecuador, where he was accompanied 
E\�KLV�ZLIH�&KHU\O�/RJDQ��D�IDFXOW\�
PHPEHU�DW�&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��
0RQWHUH\�%D\�Ŋ�ZKR�LV�DOVR�D�)XOEULJKW�
6FKRODU�Ŋ�DQG�WKHLU�WZR�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�

Steven Wallis, ’94, B.A. Sociology; 
’98, M.A. Psychology, recently 
DXWKRUHG��ŏ3UDFWLFDO�0DSSLQJ�IRU�
$SSOLHG�5HVHDUFK�DQG�3URJUDP�
(YDOXDWLRQ��SUDFWLFDOPDSSLQJ�FRP��Ő�LQ�
FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�%HUQDGHWWH�:ULJKW��
7KH�6$*(�3XEOLFDWLRQV�WH[WERRN�XVHV�
plain language to teach students, 
SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�UHVHDUFKHUV�KRZ�
WR�ZRUN�FROODERUDWLYHO\�ZLWKLQ�DQG�
EHWZHHQ�GLVFLSOLQHV�WR�ULJRURXVO\�
synthesize practical and theoretical 
SHUVSHFWLYHV�IRU�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�
LPSURYHPHQW��SURJUDP�HYDOXDWLRQ��
SROLF\��FRPPXQLW\�GHYHORSPHQW��
DQG�RWKHU�ƓHOGV�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�
EHKDYLRUDO�VFLHQFHV��%DVHG�RQ�WKHLU�
award-winning research, which also 
VHUYHG�DV�6WHYHōV�)XOEULJKW�6SHFLDOLVW�
SURMHFW��WKLV�ERRN�LQWURGXFHV�DQ�
LQQRYDWLYH�DQG�ULJRURXV�DSSURDFK�
WR�PDSSLQJ�DV�D�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�
XVHIXO�DFWLRQDEOH�NQRZOHGJH��

Class Notes

,Q�1RYHPEHU�������WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�6\VWHP�
held an alumni reception in London to connect with more 
WKDQ�������&68�DOXPQL�LQ�WKH�JUHDWHU�/RQGRQ�DUHD�

'HFHPEHU������JUDGXDWHV�ZHUH�RIƓFLDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�GXULQJ�
6RQRPD�6WDWHōV�ƓUVW�)DOO�*UDGXDWLRQ�&HOHEUDWLRQ��KHOG�DW�
WKH�HQG�RI�IDOO�VHPHVWHU��0RUH�WKDQ�����JUDGXDWHV�DWWHQGHG�
WKH�HYHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�WZR�QHZ�DOXPV�DERYH��ZKLFK�ZDV�
KHOG�LQ�WKH�6WXGHQW�&HQWHU�DQG�ZDV�KRVWHG�E\�$VVRFLDWHG�
6WXGHQWV��WKH�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\��
3UHVLGHQW�-XG\�.��6DNDNL�DQG�RWKHU�FDPSXV�OHDGHUV�MRLQHG�
LQ�D�WRDVW�WR�WKH�QHZHVW�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�DOXPQL�FRPPXQLW\�

Connecting with SSU 
Alumni in London

Fall Graduation Reception

2YHU�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��WKH�UHYLWDOL]HG�&DUHHU�
&HQWHU�DW�668�KDV�Eeen working hard 
WR�OHDG�D�QHZ�YLVLRQ�RI�FDUHHU�VHUYLFHV�
IRU�FXUUHQW�VWXGHQWV�DQG�DOXPQL�RI�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\��:LWK�DQ�H[SDQGHG�
SURIHVVLRQDO�DQG�VWXGHQW�VWDII��WKH�
&DUHHU�&HQWHU�KRVWHG�VHYHQ�GD\V�
RI�FDUHHU�UHODWHG�HYHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKUHH�LQGXVWU\�EDVHG�FDUHHU�IDLUV�
IRFXVLQJ�RQ�6FLHQFH�DQG�7HFK��:LQH��
Hospitality and Business, and Social 
,PSDFW�DQG�*RYHUQPHQW�MREV��0RUH�
WKDQ�����HPSOR\HUV�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU�WR�

GLVFXVV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�LQWHUQVKLSV�
DQG�MREV�IRU�JUDGXDWLQJ�VHQLRUV�DQG�
alumni in a career change. Local alumni 
DWWHQGHG�DV�ERWK�FDUHHU�VHHNHUV�
DQG�UHFUXLWHUV�IRU�ORFDO�FRPSDQLHV�
OLNH�(�	�-�*DOOR�DQG�$P\ōV�.LWFKHQ�

7KH�&DUHHU�&HQWHU�DW�668�KDV�PDQ\�
VHUYLFHV�DYDLODEOH�WR�PHPEHUV�RI�
the Alumni Association, including 
UHVXPH�DQG�FRYHU�OHWWHU�UHYLHZ��MRE�
VHDUFK�VWUDWHJLHV��IUHH�SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�

HPSOR\HU�QHWZRUNLQJ�HYHQWV�
VXFK�DV�WKH�FDUHHU�IDLUV�

)LQG�RU�SRVW�D�MRE�RQ�WKH�QHZ�SODWIRUP��
+DQGVKDNH��DW�MRLQKDQGVKDNH�FRP��
$OXPQL�MRE�VHHNHUV�FDQ�UHTXHVW�DQ�
account as an alum DQG�JHW�DSSURYDO�
IURP�WKH�&DUHHU�&HQWHU�WR�DFFHVV�WKH�
MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DYDLODEOH�IURP�������
employers locally and nationally.

Learn more

 » career.sonoma.edu

Career Fairs Re-engage SSU Alumni

3UHVLGHQW�-XG\�.��6DNDNL��WKLUG�IURP�OHIW��VHFRQG�URZ��DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�
3DWULFN�0F&DOOXP��VHFRQG�IURP�OHIW��PHHW�ZLWK�668�DOXPQL�LQ�/RQGRQ
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He is a senior social media manager 
RI�WKH�)2;�WHDP��PDQDJLQJ�GDLO\�
content calendars and copywriting 
DFURVV�DOO�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SODWIRUPV�IRU�
)2;�SULPHWLPH�79�VKRZV�LQFOXGLQJ�
ŏ������Ő�ŏ7KH�0DVNHG�6LQJHU�Ő�ŏ7KH�
(PP\V��7HHQ�&KRLFH�$ZDUGVŐ�DQG�ŏ)LUVW�
5HVSRQGHUV�/LYH�Ő�+H�DOVR�PHQWRUV�
DQG�RYHUVHHV�VRFLDO�PHGLD�PDQDJHUV�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�RWKHU�VKRZV��LQFOXGLQJ�
ŏ%HDW�6KD]DPŐ�DQG�ŏ/DVW�0DQ�6WDQGLQJ�Ő�

&KULVWLDQ�*HRUJH��ō����%�$���+LVWRU\�
and B.A., Political Science, is 
DVVRFLDWH�DWWRUQH\�DW�%D\GDOLQH�	�
-DFREVHQ�//3��6DFUDPHQWR��&DOLI�

Brandon Adamson-Rakidzich, 
’19, B.S. Computer Science, is 
D�VRIWZDUH�HQJLQHHU�DW�9LVXDO�
&RQFHSWV��1RYDWR��&DOLI�

Darin Brown, ’19, B.S., Computer 
Science��VHUYHV�DV�D�VRIWZDUH�
GHYHORSHU�DW�*HQHUDO�0RWRUV�

-HVVLFD�3IDKOHU��ō����%�$��$UW�+LVWRU\��
’10, B.A. Communication Studies, is 
WKH�DVVRFLDWH�GLUHFWRU�RI�DQQXDO�JLYLQJ�
at Claremont College, Claremont, 
&DOLI��-HVVLFD�DQG�=DFKDU\�3IDKOHU�
ō���DUH�H[SHFWLQJ�WKHLU�ƓUVW�FKLOG���

Kendall Newman, ’17, B.A. Psychology, 
VHUYHV�DV�RSHUDWLRQV�PDQDJHU�IRU�
WKH�5LVN�0DQDJHPHQW�DQG�6DIHW\�
6HUYLFHV�DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�

Bevyn Cassidy, ’18, B.A. 
Communication Studies��UHFHLYHG�
WKH������1DWLRQDO�)&&/$�$OXPQL�
$FKLHYHPHQW�$ZDUG�DW�WKH�
organization’s national leadership 
FRQIHUHQFH��%HY\Q�LV�D�FRQIHUHQFH�
FRRUGLQDWRU�DW�&DOLIRUQLD�)&&/$�

Geoffrey Verheyen, ’19, B.S. 
Biochemistry��LV�HPSOR\HG�DV�D�VWDII�
FKHPLVW�DW�.�3ULPH��6DQWD�5RVD��&DOLI�

Nicole Wells, ’10 B.S., Business 
Administration��ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG��
DQRWKHU�668�DOXP��RSHQHG�D�UHVWDXUDQW�
LQ�:LQGVRU��&DOLI���&RUNV�	�7DSV�

Elizabeth (Dippel) ’14, B.A., 
Environmental Studies and Planning, 
B.S., Economics, and Ryan Payan ’16, 
B.S., Business Administration��)LQDQFH��
ZHUH�PDUULHG�LQ�6RQRPD��&DOLI��7KH\�
ZHUH�VHW�XS�RQ�D�EOLQG�GDWH�DW�/DJXQLWDV�
%UHZLQJ�&RPSDQ\�E\�D�PXWXDO�IULHQG�
DQG�WKH�UHVW�LV�KLVWRU\��/LEE\�VHUYHV�
RQ�WKH�ERDUG�RI�WKH�6RQRPD�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ�

In Memoriam
Donald J. Farish passed away on July 
���������+H�ZRUNHG�DW�6RQRPD�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\�IURP������������VHUYLQJ�DV�
GHDQ�RI�WKH�6FKRRO�RI�1DWXUDO�6FLHQFHV�
�DV�SUHYLRXVO\�NQRZQ��DQG�WKHQ�DV�
3URYRVW�DQG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�$FDGHPLF�
$IIDLUV��:H�DUH�IRUHYHU�JUDWHIXO�IRU�
'RQōV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�6RQRPD�6WDWH�

Weddings

Nadir Visstrong (Vissanjy), ’07, B.S., 
Business Administration, and Courtney 
Visstrong (Armstrong) were married in 
1RUWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DPRQJ�IULHQGV�DQG�
IDPLO\�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��&RXUWQH\�
DQG�1DGLU�FRPELQHG�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�

last names to represent a new union. 
7KH\�PHW�LQ�%RVWRQ�RQH�PRQWK�EHIRUH�
1DGLU�ƓQLVKHG�JUDGXDWH�VFKRRO�

&DPHURQ�+DWKHZD\��ō����%�$���
English, and Amanda Levine, ’14, 
B.A., Communication Studies, were 
PDUULHG�RQ�$XJ������������LQ�9HUVDLOOHV��
)UDQFH��7KH\�PHW�DW�668�GXULQJ�WKHLU�
MXQLRU�\HDU�ZKLOH�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�RQ�
WKH�6RQRPD�6WDWH�67$5�QHZVSDSHU�

Births

Kasey (Motta) Black, ’13, B.A., 
Communications��DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�
welcomed a daughter, Sage. Kasey 
ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�SXEOLFDWLRQV�EXW�LV�QRZ�
ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�IXOO�WLPH�PRWKHU�DQG�ZLIH�

Madeleine Bajurin, ’94, B.S., 
Business Administration, is a 
SURMHFW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�VSHFLDOLVW�
DW�08)*�8QLRQ�%DQN�

Jeffrey McLain, ’90, B.A., Biology, 
VHUYHV�DV�D�ƓVKHULHV�ELRORJLVW�ZLWK�
WKH�8�6��)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH��

Maximo Pickett, ’92 B.A., Spanish, 
LV�GHSXW\�FKLHI�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�
RIƓFHU�LQ�%XWWH�&RXQW\��&DOLI��

Deavon Badami, ’93, B.A., 
Psychology��KDV�EHHQ�WUDYHOLQJ�
North America, consulting and 
HGLWLQJ�RQ�SXEOLVKDEOH�PDWHULDOV�

Johna Beem, ’95, B.A., Management, 
VHUYHV�DV�DQ�DFFRXQWDQW�,,�DW�
6RQRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�

Thomas Swartz,’96, B.A., 
Geography; ’98 Multiple Subject 
Credential; ’98 Credential Social 
Sciences��WHDFKHV�LQ�WKH�-HIIHUVRQ�
6FKRRO�'LVWULFW��7UDF\��&DOLI�

2000s

Melissa Strauss, ’09, B.A., Sociology, 
ZRUNV�IRU�WKH�6RQRPD�&RXQW\�
+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV�'HSDUWPHQW�LQ�WKH�
(PSOR\PHQW�DQG�7UDLQLQJ�'LYLVLRQ�
as an employment and training 
VSHFLDOLVW��6KH�OLYHV�LQ�6RQRPD�
&RXQW\�DQG�HQMR\V�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�
ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG�WZR�VRQV��DV�
ZHOO�DV�KRUVHEDFN�ULGLQJ�DQG�KLNLQJ�
in the regional and state parks.

Wilson Teng-Nguyen, ’09, B.S., 
Business Administration, has 
UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�SURPRWHG�WR�PDQDJHU�

RI�5HGZRRG�&UHGLW�8QLRQōV�0LOO�
9DOOH\�EUDQFK��:LOVRQ�KDV�EHHQ�ZLWK�
5HGZRRG�&UHGLW�8QLRQ�IRU�WKH�SDVW�
VHYHQ�\HDUV��+H�SUHYLRXVO\�ZRUNHG�DV�
DVVLVWDQW�EUDQFK�PDQDJHU�DW�/XWKHU�
%XUEDQN�6DYLQJV�DQG�ZDV�D�SHUVRQDO�
EDQNHU�DW�3URYLGHQW�&UHGLW�8QLRQ�

Christine Cudmore, ’01, B.A., 
Psychology, is a school counselor 
ZLWK�3RZD\�8QLƓHG�6FKRRO�
'LVWULFW��6DQ�'LHJR��&DOLI�

Lauren Pitcher (Jack), ’07, B.A., 
Communication Studies��VHUYHV�DV�
DVVRFLDWH�GLUHFWRU�RI�PDUNHWLQJ�DQG�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DW�0DNLQJ�:DYHV�
)RXQGDWLRQ��5LFKPRQG��&DOLI��

Anthony Acosta, ’06, B.S., 
Computer Science, is a systems 
HQJLQHHU�DW�7ULQFKHUR�)DPLO\�
(VWDWHV��6W��+HOHQD��&DOLI�

Sarah Randle, ’06 , B.A., Sociology, is 
ZRUNLQJ�LQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WHFKQRORJ\�
IRU�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH�:HVW�
9DOOH\�&ROOHJH��6DUDWRJD��&DOLI��6KH�
DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�ZHOFRPHG�WKHLU�
GDXJKWHU��&DOOLH�5RVH��LQ��������

Trina Ramirez, ’00, B.A., Psychology, 
earned a master’s degree in education, 
VSHFLDOL]LQJ�LQ�FROOHJH�VWXGHQW�VHUYLFHV�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��IURP�2UHJRQ�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\��6KH�ZRUNV�DV�D�VWXGHQW�
DIIDLUV�SURIHVVLRQDO�LQ�3RUWODQG��
2UHJRQ��DW�2+68�6FKRRO�RI�1XUVLQJ��

2010s

6KDULO\Q��+HLQNHO��6P\WK��ō����%�$��
+XWFKLQV�/LEHUDO�6WXGLHV, is married 
DQG�HQMR\V�UDLVLQJ�KHU�WZR�FKLOGUHQ��

(YHUOHLJK�DQG�:HVWRQ��%HIRUH�WKH�
DUULYDO�RI�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��6KDULO\Q�
WDXJKW�ƓIWK�JUDGH�DQG�VHUYHG�DV�D�
part-time technology and science 
WHDFKHU��&XUUHQWO\��VKH�LV�HQMR\LQJ�
EHLQJ�D�VWD\�DW�KRPH�PRP�

Chelsea Smith, ’12, B.A., Sociology, 
works at Lagunitas Brewing 
&RPSDQ\��3HWDOXPD��&DOLI�

Meagan McPhillips, ’14, B.A., 
Communications��ZRUNHG�VL[�\HDUV�
LQ�UDGLR�EHIRUH�HDUQLQJ�KHU�PDVWHUōV�
GHJUHH�LQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DQG�SXEOLF�
UHODWLRQV�IURP�3XUGXH�8QLYHUVLW\��6KH�
LV�FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WHOHYLVLRQ�LQ�
the Sacramento area as a morning 
show social media producer. She 
ZDV�D�FR[VZDLQ�IRU�WKH�6RQRPD�
6WDWH�URZLQJ�WHDP�IRU�WZR�\HDUV�DQG�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�VWD\�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�URZLQJ�
community. She is currently a licensed 
8�6��5RZLQJ�UHIHUHH��ZRUNLQJ�DW�
UHJDWWDV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��DQG�HYHQ�
gets to see the Sonoma State team.

6DPDQWKD�6PLWK��ō����%�$���+LVWRU\��
’12, Credential Social Science, is a 
social science teacher and department 
FKDLU�DW�)UDQNOLQ�+LJK�6FKRRO��6WRFNWRQ�
8QLƓHG�'LVWULFW��6KH�KDV�EHHQ�
working on a master’s in educational 
OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�UHFHQWO\�ERXJKW�KHU�
ƓUVW�KRXVH�ZLWK�KHU�ZLIH�RI�ƓYH�\HDUV�

6DUDK�+ROOLQJHU��ō����%�$���6RFLRORJ\, 
VHUYHV�DV�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�VHUYLFHV�
�FRUSRUDWH�HYHQW��PDQDJHU�DW�7KH�
/RGJH�DW�7RUUH\�3LQHV��/D�-ROOD��&DOLI�

Kevin Kinder, ’14 , B.A., 
Communication Studies, is currently 
OLYLQJ�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�
WKH�PDUNHWLQJ�DJHQF\�/DXQGU\�6HUYLFH��
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The grounds around the Alumni 
Amphitheater and Person Theatre lawn 
UHFHLYHG�VRPH�ZHOFRPH�DGGLWLRQV�
this winter. But it will take some time 
IRU�WKHVH�XSJUDGHV�WR��ZHOO��JURZ�XS��

$V�SDUW�RI�D�QHZ�ODQGVFDSH�UHQRYDWLRQ�
SODQ�RQ�FDPSXV��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�SODQWHG�
���ŴRZHULQJ�SOXP�DQG�HLJKW�LQFHQVH�
cedar trees in the area near the Alumni 
Amphitheater, which was dedicated 
LQ������E\�WKH�$OXPQL�$VVRFLDWLRQ��
7KH�QHZ�DUERUV�DUH�UHSODFLQJ�
VHYHUDO�WUHHV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�WKDW�ZHUH�
UHPRYHG�LQ������IRU�VDIHW\�UHDVRQV�

ŏ7KLV�DUHD�ZLOO�H[SORGH�LQ�VSULQJ�
FRORUV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�Ő�VDLG�$OODQ�-��*RII��
ODQGVFDSH�PDQDJHU�DW�668��ŏ,�H[SHFW�
WKLV�ZLOO�EH�D�SLFWXUHVTXH�SDUW�RI�
campus during Commencement.”

7KH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�LV�SDUW�RI�668ōV�3UR�
$FWLYH�7UHH�&DUH�3URJUDP��ZKLFK�LV�DQ�
HIIRUW�WR�NHHS�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ōV�FDQRS\�
clean and healthy. During winter 

EUHDN��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�WKLQQHG�WUHHV�ZLWK�
KHDY\�IROLDJH�DQG�UHPRYHG�RWKHUV�
LQ�NH\�DUHDV�WKDW�SUHVHQWHG�D�VDIHW\�
ULVN��$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�WUHH��FDUH�HIIRUWV��
6RQRPD�6WDWH�KDV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�D�ŏRQH�
IRU�RQHŐ�WUHH�SURJUDP��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�
IRU�HYHU\�WUHH�UHPRYHG��DQ�DWWHPSW�
ZLOO�EH�PDGH�WR�UHSODFH�LW�ZLWK�D�QHZ�
tree, either in the same location, or 
somewhere else on campus.

$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�SURJUDP��D�ZRUN�FUHZ�
KLUHG�E\�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�EHJDQ�UHPRYLQJ�
D�VHW�RI�FRWWRQZRRGV�E\�WKH�FDPSXV�$UW�
%XLOGLQJ�RQ�'HF�����GXH�WR�WKH�EULWWOH�
OLPE�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKLV�WUHH�VSHFLHV��$V�
SDUW�RI�WKH�SURJUDP��GHDG�RU�G\LQJ�
WUHHV�ZHUH�UHPRYHG�DQG�FUHZV�WKLQQHG�
and shaped tree canopies to reduce 
WKH�LPSDFW�RI�ZLQG��7KH�ZRUN�FRQWLQXHG�
XQWLO�-DQ������ZLWK�D�QHZ�VHW�RI�WUHHV�
EHLQJ�ZRUNHG�RQ�HDFK�ZHHN�XQWLO�WKHQ�

ŏ:H�ZHUH�EHLQJ�SURDFWLYH�PRUH�WKDQ�
DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWK�WKLV�SURMHFW�Ő�VDLG�
*RII��ZKR�FDPH�WR�6RQRPD�6WDWH�

LQ�������ŏ5HPRYLQJ�WKHVH�WUHHV�
LV�QRW�IRU�DHVWKHWLF�SXUSRVHV�EXW�
UDWKHU�WR�PDNH�VXUH�DOO�RI�RXU�WUHHV�
DUH�VDIH�IRU�WKRVH�RQ�FDPSXV�Ő

$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�SURJUDP��*RII�ZLOO�EH��
WDNLQJ�LQYHQWRU\�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ōV�
PRUH�WKDQ�������WUHHV�DQG�DGGLQJ�
WKHP�WR�D�GDWDEDVH�ZKHUH�HDFK�WUHH�
ZLOO�EH�DVVLJQHG�DQ�,'�QXPEHU�ZLWK�
PRUH�GHWDLOHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ��7KLV�
will help to track the work done on 
each tree as well as its condition. 

*RII�VDLG�KH�KRSHV�WR�KDYH�
completed the primary tree care 
SURMHFWV�QR�ODWHU�WKDQ������ZKHQ�
WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZRXOG�EHJLQ�DQ�
DQQXDO�SUHYHQWLYH�PDLQWHQDQFH�
DSSURDFK�IRU�VSHFLƓF�WUHH�YDULHWLHV�

Sonoma State casts 
some shade - with plum 
trees and cedars By Nate Galvan, ‘18

Nate Galvan is a writer for Strategic Communications 
and can be reached at galvanna@sonoma.edu
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YOUR DOLLARS 
TRANSFORM STUDENT LIVES

With the generous support of 
our donors, we are preparing 
the next generation of leaders.

WISP - The Wine Industries Scholars 
Program brings expanded support 
RSWLRQV�WR�DOO�RI�668ōV�ƓUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�
and economically disadvantaged 
students who come from families in the 
wine industry.

Scholarships for                   
First-Generation Students 

An innovative program that integrates     
the arts into all disciplines across campus.

Arts Integration
The Center for Environmental Inquiry 
seeks solutions to North Bay challenges 
and has a vision of environmental 
readiness for all.

Environmental Education

Support of undergraduate research 
enables students to share their work with 
faculty, their peers and the community. If 
it isn’t shared, it isn’t learned.

Undergraduate                   
Student Research 

For more information, visit
http://www.sonoma.edu/give
or contact University Advancement
at 707.664.2712



1801 East Cotati Ave
Rohnert Park, CA 94928
707.664.2880

A campus of the California State University

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Wm. Gregory Sawyer, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Student Affairs

Daniel Yoeono 
President, Associated Students, Class of 2020

Mario A. Perez, Ed.D. 
Vice President for University Advancement

Help Sonoma State students continue their journey

Warm regards,

 » Donate online:

sonomastate.co/StudentCareFund

Due to regional and global concerns 
about the spread of COVID-19, Sonoma 
State has moved to remote instruction 
and operations through the end of spring 
semester to reduce the risk of illness. 

Through it all, our community has remained 
supportive, compassionate and incredibly 

generous. Many of you have asked how 
you can help our students. In response, 
we want you to know about our Student 
Basic Needs and Emergency Care Fund. 

All of our students are affected by this 
pandemic and face new challenges to 
complete the spring semester. Providing 

direct support to this fund will help students 
cover such necessities as lost wages, 
housing, food, transportation, relocation 
costs, technology, and other essential items. 

We thank you for your consideration and 
hope you and your families stay safe and 
healthy during this unprecedented time.


